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§3927a. Review by chief of mission

(a) Review of staff element under chief of mis-
sion authority; approval; process

The Secretary of State shall require each chief
of mission to review, not less than once every 5
years, every staff element under chief of mission
authority, including staff from other depart-
ments or agencies of the United States, and rec-
ommend approval or disapproval of each staff
element. Each such review shall be conducted
pursuant to a process established by the Presi-
dent for determining appropriate staffing at dip-
lomatic missions and overseas constituent posts
(commonly referred to as the ‘“NSDD-38 proc-
ess”’).

(b) Actions by Secretary of State

The Secretary of State, as part of the process
established by the President referred to in sub-
section (a), shall take actions to carry out the
recommendations made in each such review.

(Pub. L. 108-447, div. B, title IV, §409, Dec. 8,
2004, 118 Stat. 2904; Pub. L. 112-74, div. I, title
VII, §7034(n), Dec. 23, 2011, 125 Stat. 1217.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION
Section was enacted as part of the Departments of
Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2005, and also as
part of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005, and
not as part of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 which

comprises this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

2011—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 112-74 struck out subsec. (c¢).
Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Not later
than 1 year after December 8, 2004, and annually there-
after, the Secretary of State shall submit a report on
such reviews that occurred during the previous 12
months, together with the Secretary’s recommenda-
tions regarding such reviews to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress, the heads of all affected depart-
ments or agencies, and the Inspector General of the De-
partment of State.”

§3927b. Reporting requirement on chiefs of mis-
sion

Not later than 30 days following the end of
each calendar quarter, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees—

(1) a list of every chief of mission or United
States representative overseas with the rank
of Ambassador who, during the prior quarter,
was granted approval by the Under Secretary
of State for Management to be outside a coun-
try of assignment for purposes other than offi-
cial travel or temporary duty orders; and

(2) the number of days each such chief of
mission or United States representative over-
seas with the rank of Ambassador was outside
a country of assignment during the previous
quarter for purposes other than official travel
or temporary duty orders.

(Pub. L. 118-31, div. F, title LXII, §6209, Dec. 22,
2023, 137 Stat. 975.)
Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Department of
State Authorization Act of 2023, and also as part of the
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National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024, and not as part of the Foreign Service Act of 1980
which comprises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

DEFINITIONS

For definitions of ‘‘Secretary’ and ‘‘appropriate con-
gressional committees’ as used in this section, see sec-
tion 6002 of Pub. L. 118-31, set out as a note under sec-
tion 2651 of this title.

§ 3928. Director General of Foreign Service

The President shall appoint, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, a Director
General of the Foreign Service, who shall be a
current or former career member of the Foreign
Service. The Director General should assist the
Secretary of State in the management of the
Service and perform such functions as the Sec-
retary of State may prescribe.

(Pub. L. 96465, title I, §208, Oct. 17, 1980, 94 Stat.
2080; Pub. L. 103-236, title I, §163, Apr. 30, 1994,
108 Stat. 411.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-236 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘There shall be
a Director General of the Foreign Service, who shall be
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, from among the career members
of the Senior Foreign Service. The Director General
shall assist the Secretary of State in the management
of the Service and shall perform such functions as the
Secretary of State may prescribe.”’

§ 3929. Inspector General

(a) Appointment; supervision by Secretary of
State; prohibition against interference by
State Department with certain duties; in-
spections, audits, and other functions; re-
moval from office

(1) There shall be an Inspector General of the
Department of State and the Foreign Service,
who shall be appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate, with-
out regard to political affiliation from among
individuals exceptionally qualified for the posi-
tion by virtue of their integrity and their dem-
onstrated ability in accounting, auditing, finan-
cial analysis, law, management analysis, public
administration, or investigations, or their
knowledge and experience in the conduct of for-
eign affairs. The Inspector General shall report
to and be under the general supervision of the
Secretary of State. Neither the Secretary of
State nor any other officer of the Department
shall prevent or prohibit the Inspector General
from initiating, carrying out, or completing any
audit or investigation, or from issuing any sub-
pena during the course of any audit or investiga-
tion. The Inspector General shall periodically
(at least every b years) inspect and audit the ad-
ministration of activities and operations of each
Foreign Service post and each bureau and other
operating unit of the Department of State, and
shall perform such other functions as the Sec-
retary of State may prescribe, except that the
Secretary of State shall not assign to the In-
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