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§ 3754. Congressional restraints on property 
transfers and tax expenditures; formal 
apprisal of Panama 

(a) The Congress enacts this section in the ex-
ercise of its authority under Article IV, section 
3, clause 2 of the Constitution of the United 
States to dispose of and make necessary rules 
and regulations with respect to property of the 
United States. 

(b) Prior to the transfer of property of the 
United States located in the Republic of Pan-
ama to the Republic of Panama pursuant to sec-
tion 3784 of this title the President shall for-
mally advise the Government of Panama that—

(1) in fulfilling its obligations under the 
Panama Canal Treaty of 1977, the United 
States shall make no payments to the Repub-
lic of Panama derived from tax revenues of the 
United States; 

(2) the United States retains full discretion 
and authority to determine whether and the 
extent to which tax revenues of the United 
States may be expended in exercising United 
States rights and carrying out United States 
responsibilities under the Panama Canal Trea-
ty of 1977 and related agreements; 

(3) no tax revenues of the United States shall 
be made available for obligations and expendi-
ture after October 1, 1979, for purposes of im-
plementing the Panama Canal Treaty of 1977 
and related agreements, unless hereafter spe-
cifically approved by the Congress through the 
authorization and appropriation process; 

(4) the total amount expended by the Com-
mission from funds available for the use of the 
Commission shall not exceed the total amount 
deposited in the Panama Canal Revolving 
Fund; and 

(5) the foregoing paragraphs of this sub-
section do not apply to expenditures made by 
the United States in fulfilling United States 
obligations to transfer the remains of our hon-
ored dead from Mount Hope Cemetery in the 
former Canal Zone to an appropriate and dig-
nified resting place in accordance with Res-
ervation 3 to the Treaty Concerning the Per-
manent Neutrality and Operation of the Pan-
ama Canal. 

(Pub. L. 96–70, title I, § 1344, Sept. 27, 1979, 93 
Stat. 484; Pub. L. 100–203, title V, § 5428(c), Dec. 
22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1330–274.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 100–203 substituted 
‘‘available’’ for ‘‘appropriated to or’’ and ‘‘Panama 
Canal Revolving Fund’’ for ‘‘Panama Canal Commis-
sion Fund’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–203 effective Jan. 1, 1988, 
see section 5429 of Pub. L. 100–203, set out as a note 
under section 3712 of this title.

Executive Documents 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions vested in President by subsec. (b) dele-
gated to Secretary of State, see section 1–402 of Ex. 

Ord. No. 12215, May 27, 1980, 45 F.R. 36044, set out as a 
note under section 3601 of this title.

PART 4—CLAIMS FOR INJURIES TO PERSONS OR 
PROPERTY

SUBPART I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 3761. Settlement of claims generally 

(a) Claims for injury to, or loss of, property or 
personal injury or death arising from oper-
ation of Panama Canal 

Subject to the provisions of this part, the 
Commission may adjust and pay claims for in-
jury to, or loss of, property or for personal in-
jury or death, arising from the operation of the 
Panama Canal or related facilities and appur-
tenances. 

(b) Limitation on amount of claims 

The Commission may pay not more than 
$50,000 on any claim described in subsection (a). 

(c) Source of award; release 

An award made to a claimant under this sec-
tion shall be payable out of any moneys made 
available to the Commission. The acceptance by 
the claimant of the award shall be final and con-
clusive on the claimant, and shall constitute a 
complete release by the claimant of his claim 
against the United States and against any em-
ployee of the United States acting in the course 
of his employment who is involved in the matter 
giving rise to the claim. 

(d) Action for damages on claims cognizable 
under this part; action against officers or 
employees of United States for injuries re-
sulting from acts outside scope of their em-
ployment 

Except as provided in section 3776 of this title, 
no action for damages on claims cognizable 
under this part shall lie against the United 
States or the Commission, and no such action 
shall lie against any officer or employee of the 
United States. Neither this section nor section 
3776 of this title shall preclude actions against 
officers or employees of the United States for in-
juries resulting from their acts outside the 
scope of their employment or not in the line of 
their duties, or from their acts committed with 
the intent to injure the person or property of an-
other. 

(e) Applicability of provisions of section 1346 and 
chapter 171 of title 28

The provisions of section 1346(b) of title 28 and 
the provisions of chapter 171 of such title shall 
not apply to claims cognizable under this part. 

(Pub. L. 96–70, title I, § 1401, Sept. 27, 1979, 93 
Stat. 484; Pub. L. 100–203, title V, § 5417(a), Dec. 
22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1330–271; Pub. L. 104–106, div. C, 
title XXXV, § 3529(4), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 642.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–106 struck out ‘‘appro-
priated for or’’ after ‘‘any moneys’’. 

1987—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–203 amended subsec. (b) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘No claim for an amount exceeding $50,000 shall 
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