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(3) Foreign participants

The salary and benefits of an employee of a
foreign government or international entity
participating in an exchange program author-
ized pursuant to subsection (a) shall be paid by
such government or entity during the period
in which such employee is participating in
such program, and shall not be reimbursed by
the Department of State.

(¢) Non-reciprocal assignment

The Secretary may authorize a non-reciprocal
assignment of personnel pursuant to this sec-
tion, with or without reimbursement from the
foreign government or international entity for
all or part of the salary and other expenses pay-
able during such assignment, if such is in the in-
terests of the United States.

(d) Rule of construction

Nothing in this section may be construed to
authorize the appointment as an officer or em-
ployee of the United States of—

(1) an individual whose allegiance is to any
country, government, or foreign or inter-
national entity other than to the United
States; or

(2) an individual who has not met the re-
quirements of sections 3331, 3332, 3333, and 7311
of title 5 or any other provision of law con-
cerning eligibility for appointment as, and
continuation of employment as, an officer or
employee of the United States.

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, §63, as added Pub.
L. 114-323, title VII, §701(a), Dec. 16, 2016, 130
Stat. 1939.)

§2735a. Presidential Envoy for the Abraham Ac-
cords, Negev Forum, and Related Integration
and Normalization Fora and Agreements

(a) Office

There is established within the Department of
State the Office of the Special Presidential
Envoy for the Abraham Accords, Negev Forum,
and Related Integration and Normalization Fora
and Agreements (referred to in this section as
the ‘‘Regional Integration Office’’).

(b) Leadership
(1) Special Envoy

The Regional Integration Office shall be
headed by the Special Presidential Envoy for
the Abraham Accords, Negev Forum, and Re-
lated Normalization Agreements, who shall—

(A) be appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate;
and

(B) report directly to the Secretary of
State.

(¢) Rank and status of ambassador

The Special Envoy shall have the rank and
status of ambassador.

(d) Duties
The Special Envoy shall—
(1) lead diplomatic engagement—
(A) to strengthen and expand the Negev
Forum, the Abraham Accords, and related
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normalization agreements with Israel, in-
cluding promoting initiatives that benefit
the people of key partners in regional inte-
gration or other regional actors in order to
encourage such expansion; and

(B) to support the work of regional inte-
gration;

(2) implement the policy of the TUnited
States to expand normalization and support
greater regional integration—

(A) within the Middle East and North Afri-
ca; and

(B) between the Middle East and North Af-
rica and other key regions, including sub-Sa-
haran Africa, the Indo-Pacific region, and
beyond;

(3) work to deliver tangible economic and se-
curity benefits for the citizens of Abraham Ac-
cords countries, Negev Forum countries, and
countries that are members of other related
normalization agreements;

(4) serve as the ministerial liaison for the
United States to the Negev Forum and other
emerging normalization and integration fora,
as necessary, and provide senior representa-
tion at events, steering committee meetings,
and other relevant diplomatic engagements re-
lating to the Negev Forum or other regional
integration bodies;

() coordinate all cross-agency engagements
and strategies in support of normalization ef-
forts with other relevant officials and agen-
cies;

(6) ensure that the appropriate congressional
committees are regularly informed about the
work of the Regional Integration Office;

(7) initiate and advance negotiations on a
framework for an economic and security part-
nership with the Negev Forum countries,
other key partners in regional integration,
and other regional actors;

(8) oppose efforts to delegitimize Israel and
legal barriers to normalization with Israel;

(9) initiate negotiations with Abraham Ac-
cords countries and Negev Forum countries,
observers, and key partners in regional inte-
gration on an economic framework that in-
cludes—

(A) improving supply chain security and
resiliency;

(B) aligning common regulatory and finan-
cial standards;

(C) attracting foreign investment;

(D) diversification of energy resources, in-
cluding renewable sources of energy, and the
development and deployment of emerging
and advanced technologies that promote en-
ergy security; and

(E) digital economy, cybersecurity, and
cross-border data flow;

(10) lead interagency efforts to reach an
international agreement on the comprehensive
economic framework described in paragraph
9);

(11) endeavor to embed already established
standards on countering money laundering
and terrorist financing into the regional eco-
nomic framework described in paragraph (9);
and

(12) promote regional integration and broad-
er interconnectivity among the Abraham Ac-
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cords countries, Negev Forum countries, ob-
servers, key partners in regional integration,
and other regional actors by promoting and
supporting targeted investment in regional in-
frastructure and other critical sectors that
broaden and deepen interconnectivity, in-
crease economic growth and resilience, create
benefits for citizens of Abraham Accords coun-
tries and Negev Forum countries, and advance
the national security, economic, and develop-
ment interests of the United States.
(e) Limitation

The Special Envoy shall not be a dual-hatted
official with other responsibilities within the
Department of State or the executive branch.

(f) Sense of Congress

It is the sense of Congress that whole-of-gov-
ernment resources should be harnessed to ensure
the successful performance by the Special Envoy
of the duties described in subsection (d).

(g) Report
(1) In general

Not later than 180 days after December 22,
2023, and annually thereafter, the Special
Envoy shall submit to the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on actions taken by all
relevant Federal agencies—

(A) to strengthen and expand the Abraham
Accords and the work of the Negev Forum
and future structures and organizations; and

(B) towards the objectives of regional inte-
gration.

(2) Form of report

The report required by paragraph (1) shall be
submitted in unclassified form but may con-
tain a separate, classified annex.

(h) Strategy

Not later than 180 days after December 22,
2023, the Secretary of State, in consultation
with the heads of other relevant Federal agen-
cies, shall submit to the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives
an interagency strategy to use the economic
tools of the Federal Government to promote re-
gional integration through targeted investment
as described in subsection (d)(12).

(i) Termination

This section shall terminate on the date that
is 6 years after December 22, 2023.

(§) Rule of construction

If, on December 22, 2023, an individual has al-
ready been designated, consistent with the re-
quirements and responsibilities described in sub-
sections (b), (¢), and (d) and section 2651a of this
title, the requirements under subsection (b)
shall be considered to be satisfied with respect
to such individual until the date on which such
individual no longer serves as the Special
Envoy.

(k) Definitions
In this section:
(1) Abraham Accords

The term ‘‘Abraham Accords’ means—
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(A) the Abraham Accords Declaration,
done at Washington September 15, 2020;

(B) the Abraham Accords Peace Agree-
ment: Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic Relations
and Full Normalization Between the United
Arab Emirates and Israel, done at Wash-
ington September 15, 2020;

(C) the Abraham Accords: Declaration of
Peace, Cooperation, and Constructive Diplo-
matic and Friendly Relations, done at Wash-
ington September 15, 2020, between Israel
and the Kingdom of Bahrain; and

(D) the Joint Declaration of the Kingdom
of Morocco, the United States, and Israel,
done at Rabat December 22, 2020.

(2) Expand

The term ‘‘expand’, with respect to the
Abraham Accords, means to increase the num-
ber of regional, Arab, or Muslim-majority
countries that seek to normalize relations
with the State of Israel.

(3) Key partners in regional integration

The term ‘‘key partners in regional integra-
tion” means—

(A) any Abraham Accords country;

(B) Egypt;

(C) Jordan;

(D) the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; and

(E) any other active and constructive
country that supports cooperation—

(i) to normalize relations between coun-
tries in the Middle East and North Africa
and Israel; and

(ii) to advance regional integration.

(4) Negev Forum

The term ‘‘Negev Forum’ means the re-
gional grouping known as the Negev Forum
Regional Cooperation Framework that was
adopted on November 10, 2022, or any successor
group.

(5) Observer

The term ‘‘observer”—

(A) means any country, particularly inside
the Middle East and North Africa region, or
political entity that—

(i) directly supports the objectives and
processes of the Negev Forum;

(ii) expresses serious interest in partici-
pating in certain projects determined by
the Negev Forum that benefit normaliza-
tion with Israel and greater regional inte-
gration; and

(iii) is not an official member of the
Negev Forum Steering Committee or any
working group of the Negev Forum; and

(B) includes 3+1 format members Cyprus
and Greece.

(6) Other regional actors

The term ‘‘other regional actors’ means the
Palestinian Authority or a credible future po-
litical entity that serves as the interlocutor
for the Palestinian people.

(7) Strengthen

The term ‘‘strengthen’’, with respect to the
Abraham Accords and the Negev Forum,
means to engage in efforts that improve the
diplomatic relations between Abraham Ac-
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cords countries and broaden the breadth and
scope of issues on which Abraham Accords
countries cooperate.

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, §64, as added Pub.
L. 11831, div. F, title LXIV, §6407, Dec. 22, 2023,
137 Stat. 1000.)

§2735b. National Museum of American Diplo-
macy

(a) Activities
(1) Support authorized

The Secretary is authorized to provide, by
contract, grant, or otherwise, for the perform-
ance of appropriate museum visitor and edu-
cational outreach services and related events,
including—

(A) organizing programs and conference
activities;

(B) creating, designing, and installing ex-
hibits; and

(C) conducting museum shop services and
food services in the public exhibition and re-
lated physical and virtual space utilized by
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy.

(2) Recovery of costs

The Secretary of State is authorized to re-
tain the proceeds obtained from customary
and appropriate fees charged for the use of fa-
cilities, including venue rental for events con-
sistent with the activities described in sub-
section (a)(1) and museum shop services and
food services at the National Museum of
American Diplomacy. Such proceeds shall be
retained as a recovery of the costs of oper-
ating the Museum, credited to a designated
Department account that exists for the pur-
pose of funding the Museum and its programs
and activities, and shall remain available
until expended.

(b) Disposition of documents, artifacts, and other
articles

(1) Property

All historic documents, artifacts, or other
articles acquired by the Department of State
for the permanent museum collection and de-
termined by the Secretary of State to be suit-
able for display by the National Museum of
American Diplomacy shall be considered to be
the property of the United States Government
and shall be subject to disposition solely in ac-
cordance with this subsection.

(2) Sale, trade, or transfer

Whenever the Secretary of State makes a
determination described in paragraph (3) with
respect to a document, artifact, or other arti-
cle described in paragraph (1), taking into ac-
count considerations such as the Museum’s
collections management policy and best pro-
fessional museum practice, the Secretary may
sell at fair market value, trade, or transfer
such document, artifact, or other article with-
out regard to the requirements of subtitle I of
title 40. The proceeds of any such sale may be
used solely for the advancement of the activi-
ties described in subsection (a)(1) of the Na-
tional Museum of American Diplomacy and
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may not be used for any purpose other than
the acquisition and direct care of the collec-
tions of the Museum.

(3) Determinations prior to sale, trade, or
transfer

The determination described in this para-
graph with respect to a document, artifact, or
other article described in paragraph (1) is a de-
termination that—

(A) the document, artifact, or other article
no longer serves to further the mission of
the National Museum of American Diplo-
macy as set forth in the collections manage-
ment policy of the Museum;

(B) the sale at a fair market price based on
an independent appraisal or trade or transfer
of the document, artifact, or other article
would serve to maintain or enhance the Mu-
seum collection; and

(C) the sale, trade, or transfer of the docu-
ment, artifact, or other article would be in
the best interests of the United States.

(4) Loans

In addition to the authorization under para-
graph (2) relating to the sale, trade, or trans-
fer of documents, artifacts, or other articles
described in paragraph (1), the Secretary of
State may—

(A) loan the documents, artifacts, or other
articles to other institutions, both foreign
and domestic, for repair, study, or exhibition
when not needed for use or display by the
National Museum of American Diplomacy;
and

(B) borrow documents, artifacts, or other
articles from other institutions or individ-
uals, both foreign and domestic, for activi-
ties consistent with subsection (a)(1).

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, §65, as added Pub.
L. 118-159, div. G, title LXXII, §7206, Dec. 23,
2024, 138 Stat. 2530.)

§ 2736. Exit interviews for workforce
(a) Retained members

The Director General of the Foreign Service
and the Director of the Bureau of Human Re-
sources or its equivalent shall conduct periodic
interviews with a representative and diverse
cross-section of the workforce of the Depart-
ment—

(1) to understand the reasons of individuals
in such workforce for remaining in a position
in the Department; and

(2) to receive feedback on workplace poli-
cies, professional development opportunities,
and other issues affecting the decision of indi-
viduals in the workforce to remain in the De-
partment.

(b) Departing members

The Director General of the Foreign Service
and the Director of the Bureau of Human Re-
sources or its equivalent shall provide an oppor-
tunity for an exit interview to each individual
in the workforce of the Department who sepa-
rates from service with the Department to bet-
ter understand the reasons of such individual for
leaving such service.

(c) Use of analysis from interviews

The Director General of the Foreign Service
and the Director of the Bureau of Human Re-
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