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Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Executive Order No. 13224, referred to in subsecs. 
(b)(6) and (i)(1)(B), is Ex. Ord. No. 13224, Sept. 23, 2001, 
66 F.R. 49079, which is listed in a table under section 
1701 of Title 50, War and National Defense.

Executive Documents 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS AND AUTHORITIES UNDER SEC-
TION 1299F(i) OF THE WILLIAM M. (MAC) THORNBERRY 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2021

Memorandum of President of the United States, Oct. 
29, 2021, 86 F.R. 60751, provided: 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, including section 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, I hereby delegate to the Secretary of State all 
functions and authorities vested in the President by 
section 1299F(i) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2021 (Public Law 116–283) [22 U.S.C. 2656j]. 

Any reference herein to the Act related to the subject 
of this memorandum shall be deemed to include ref-
erences to any hereafter-enacted provisions of law that 
are the same or substantially the same as such provi-
sions. 

You are authorized and directed to publish this 
memorandum in the Federal Register. 

J.R. BIDEN, JR. 

§ 2656k. Human rights awareness for American 
athletic delegations 

(a) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that individuals 
representing the United States at international 
athletic competitions in foreign countries 
should have the opportunity to be informed 
about human rights and security concerns in 
such countries and how best to safeguard their 
personal security and privacy. 

(b) In general 

(1) In general 

Not later than 120 days after December 27, 
2021, the Secretary of State shall devise and 
implement a strategy for disseminating brief-
ing materials, including information described 
in subsection (c), to individuals representing 
the United States at international athletic 
competitions in a covered country. 

(2) Timing and form of materials 

(A) In general 

The briefing materials referred to in para-
graph (1) shall be offered not later than 180 
days prior to the commencement of an inter-
national athletic competition in a covered 
country. 

(B) Form of delivery 

Briefing materials related to the human 
rights record of covered countries may be 
delivered electronically or disseminated in 
person, as appropriate. 

(C) Special consideration 

Information briefing materials related to 
personal security risks may be offered elec-
tronically, in written format, by video tele-
conference, or prerecorded video. 

(3) Consultations 

In devising and implementing the strategy 
required under paragraph (1), the Secretary of 
State shall consult with the following: 

(A) The Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations in the Senate, 
not later than 90 days after December 27, 
2021. 

(B) Leading human rights nongovern-
mental organizations and relevant subject-
matter experts in determining the content 
of the briefings required under this sub-
section. 

(C) The United States Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee and the national 
governing bodies of amateur sports that play 
a role in determining which individuals rep-
resent the United States in international 
athletic competitions, regarding the most 
appropriate and effective method to dissemi-
nate briefing materials. 

(c) Content of briefings 

The briefing materials required under sub-
section (b) shall include, with respect to a cov-
ered country hosting an international athletic 
competition in which individuals may represent 
the United States, the following: 

(1) Information on the human rights con-
cerns present in such covered country, as de-
scribed in the Department of State’s Annual 
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices. 

(2) Information, as applicable, on risks such 
individuals may face to their personal and dig-
ital privacy and security, and recommended 
measures to safeguard against certain forms of 
foreign intelligence targeting, as appropriate. 

(d) Covered country defined 

In this section, the term ‘‘covered country’’ 
means, with respect to a country hosting an 
international athletic competition in which in-
dividuals representing the United States may 
participate, any of the following: 

(1) Any Communist country specified in sub-
section (f) of section 2370 of this title. 

(2) Any country ranked as a Tier 3 country 
in the most recent Department of State’s an-
nual Trafficking in Persons Report. 

(3) Any other country the Secretary of State 
determines presents serious human rights con-
cerns for the purpose of informing such indi-
viduals. 

(4) Any country the Secretary of State, in 
consultation with other cabinet officials as ap-
propriate, determines presents a serious coun-
terintelligence risk. 

(Pub. L. 117–81, div. F, title LXV, § 6504, Dec. 27, 
2021, 135 Stat. 2426.) 

§ 2657. Custody of seals and property 

The Secretary of State shall have the custody 
and charge of the seal of the Department of 
State, and of all the books, records, papers, fur-
niture, fixtures, and other property which on 
June 22, 1874, remained in and appertained to the 
Department, or were thereafter acquired for it. 

(R.S. § 203.)
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