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(Pub. L. 87–256, § 101, Sept. 21, 1961, 75 Stat. 527.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 87–256, Sept. 21, 1961, 75 
Stat. 527, known as the Mutual Educational and Cul-
tural Exchange Act of 1961. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
below and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 87–256, § 1, Sept. 21, 1961, 75 Stat. 527, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting this chapter, amending sec-
tions 1101, 1182 and 1258 of Title 8, Aliens and Nation-
ality, sections 117, 871, 872, 1441, 3121, 3306, 3401 and 3402 
of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code, and section 410 of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, repealing sec-
tions 1431(2), 1434, 1439, 1440, 1446, 1448, 1466 to 1468 and 
1991 to 2001 of this title, sections 222 to 224 of Title 20, 
Education, and former section 1641(b)(2) of the former 
Appendix to Title 50, War and National Defense, and en-
acting provisions set out as notes under this section 
and under sections 117, 1441, 3121 and 3401 of Title 26] 
may be cited as the ‘Mutual Educational and Cultural 
Exchange Act of 1961’.’’

Pub. L. 87–256 is also popularly known as the ‘‘Ful-
bright-Hays Act’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions vested in President, Secretary of State, 
Department of State, United States Information Agen-
cy or Director thereof under this chapter transferred to 
Director of International Communication Agency by 
Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1977, § 7(a)(2), 42 F.R. 62461, 91 Stat. 
1637, set out under section 1461 of this title, effective on 
or before July 1, 1978, at such time as specified by 
President, except (A) for such functions as are vested 
by sections 2452(b)(6), (10), 2454(a), (e)(1), (2), (f), (g), 
2455(a), (b), (c), 2456(a) and 2458 of this title, (B) for such 
functions as are vested by sections 2454(b), 2455(d)(2), 
(f), and 2456(d), (f) of this title, to extent that such 
functions were assigned to Secretary of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare [now Secretary of Education] im-
mediately prior to effective date of Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 
1977, and (C) for such functions as are vested by section 
2456(b), (c) of this title to extent that any such function 
therein is vested in President or Secretary of State. 
International Communication Agency, and Director 
thereof, redesignated United States Information Agen-
cy, and Director thereof, by section 303 of Pub. L. 
97–241, title III, Aug. 24, 1982, 96 Stat. 291, set out as a 
note under section 1461 of this title. United States In-
formation Agency (other than Broadcasting Board of 
Governors and International Broadcasting Bureau) 
abolished and functions transferred to Secretary of 
State, see sections 6531 and 6532 of this title. References 
to United States Information Agency or International 
Communication Agency deemed to refer to Department 
of State, see section 6551 of this title. 

EXPANSION OF UNITED STATES SCHOLARSHIP AND 
EXCHANGE PROGRAMS IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD 

Pub. L. 108–458, title VII, § 7112, Dec. 17, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3796, provided that: 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Consistent with the report of the Na-
tional Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the 
United States, Congress makes the following findings: 

‘‘(1) Exchange, scholarship, and library programs 
are effective ways for the United States Government 
to promote internationally the values and ideals of 
the United States. 

‘‘(2) Exchange, scholarship, and library programs 
can expose young people from other countries to 
United States values and offer them knowledge and 
hope. 

‘‘(b) DECLARATION OF POLICY.—Consistent with the re-
port of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks 
Upon the United States, Congress declares that—

‘‘(1) the United States should commit to a long-
term and sustainable investment in promoting en-
gagement with people of all levels of society in coun-
tries with predominantly Muslim populations, par-
ticularly with youth and those who influence youth; 

‘‘(2) such an investment should make use of the tal-
ents and resources in the private sector and should 
include programs to increase the number of people 
who can be exposed to the United States and its fun-
damental ideas and values in order to dispel mis-
conceptions; and 

‘‘(3) such programs should include youth exchange 
programs, young ambassadors programs, inter-
national visitor programs, academic and cultural ex-
change programs, American Corner programs, library 
programs, journalist exchange programs, sister city 
programs, and other programs related to people-to-
people diplomacy. 
‘‘(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that the United States should significantly increase its 
investment in the people-to-people programs described 
in subsection (b). 

‘‘(d) AUTHORITY TO EXPAND EDUCATIONAL AND CUL-
TURAL EXCHANGES.—The President is authorized to sub-
stantially expand the exchange, scholarship, and li-
brary programs of the United States, especially such 
programs that benefit people in the Muslim world. 

‘‘(e) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Of the amounts author-
ized to be appropriated in each of the fiscal years 2005 
and 2006 for educational and cultural exchange pro-
grams, there shall be available to the Secretary of 
State such sums as may be necessary to carry out pro-
grams under this section, unless otherwise authorized 
by Congress.’’

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL DIPLOMACY 

Pub. L. 107–228, div. A, title II, § 224, Sept. 30, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1368, provided for the establishment of an advi-
sory committee on cultural diplomacy to advise the 
Secretary of State on programs and policies to advance 
the use of cultural diplomacy in United States foreign 
policy and for the termination of the committee on 
Sept. 30, 2005. 

CONTINUATION OF CERTAIN EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AGREE-
MENTS, DETERMINATIONS, REGULATIONS, CONTRACTS, 
APPOINTMENTS, AND OTHER ACTIONS 

Pub. L. 87–256, § 111(b), Sept. 21, 1961, 75 Stat. 538, pro-
vided that: ‘‘All Executive orders, agreements, deter-
minations, regulations, contracts, appointments, and 
other actions issued, concluded, or taken under author-
ity of any provisions of law repealed by subsection (a) 
of this section [repealing sections 1431(2), 1434, 1439, 
1440, 1446, 1448, 1466 to 1468, and 1991 to 2001 of this title, 
sections 222 to 224 of Title 20, Education, and former 
section 1641(b)(2) of the former Appendix to Title 50, 
War and National Defense] shall continue in full force 
and effect, and shall be applicable to the appropriate 
provisions of this Act [this chapter] until modified or 
superseded by appropriate authority.’’

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO REPEALED PROVISIONS 

Pub. L. 87–256, § 111(c), Sept. 21, 1961, 75 Stat. 538, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Any reference in any other Act to the pro-
visions of law listed in subsection (a) [repealing sec-
tions 1431(2), 1434, 1439, 1440, 1446, 1448, 1466 to 1468, and 
1991 to 2001 of this title, sections 222 to 224 of Title 20, 
Education, and former section 1641(b)(2) of the former 
Appendix to Title 50, War and National Defense] shall 
hereafter be considered to be references to the appro-
priate provisions of this Act [this chapter].’’

§ 2451a. Repealed. Pub. L. 91–269, § 7, May 27, 
1970, 84 Stat. 272

Section, Pub. L. 89–685, § 8, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 974, 
required registration of international fair, exposition, 
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celebration or other international exhibition with an 
international organization for participation by the 
United States. See section 2801 et seq. of this title. 

§ 2452. Authorization of activities 

(a) Grants or contracts for educational or cul-
tural exchanges; participation in inter-
national fairs and expositions abroad 

The Director of the United States Information 
Agency is authorized, when he considers that it 
would strengthen international cooperative re-
lations, to provide, by grant, contract, or other-
wise, for—

(1) educational exchanges, (i) by financing 
studies, research, instruction, and other edu-
cational activities—

(A) of or for American citizens and nation-
als in foreign countries, and 

(B) of or for citizens and nationals of for-
eign countries in American schools and in-
stitutions of learning located in or outside 
the United States;

and (ii) by financing visits and interchanges 
between the United States and other countries 
of students, trainees, teachers, instructors, 
and professors; 

(2) cultural exchanges, by financing—
(i) visits and interchanges between the 

United States and other countries of leaders, 
experts in fields of specialized knowledge or 
skill, and other influential or distinguished 
persons; 

(ii) tours in countries abroad by creative 
and performing artists and athletes from the 
United States, individually and in groups, 
representing any field of the arts, sports, or 
any other form of cultural attainment; 

(iii) United States representation in inter-
national artistic, dramatic, musical, sports, 
and other cultural festivals, competitions, 
meetings, and like exhibitions and assem-
blies; and 

(iv) participation by groups and individ-
uals from other countries in nonprofit ac-
tivities in the United States, including in 
coordination and consultation with the pri-
vate sector, similar to those described in 
subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) of this paragraph, 
when the Director of the United States In-
formation Agency determines that such par-
ticipation is in the national interest; and

(3) United States participation in inter-
national fairs and expositions abroad, includ-
ing trade and industrial fairs and other public 
or private demonstrations of United States 
economic accomplishments and cultural at-
tainments. 

(b) Other exchanges 

In furtherance of the purposes of this chapter, 
the President is further authorized to provide 
for—

(1) interchanges between the United States 
and other countries of handicrafts, scientific, 
technical, and scholarly books, books of lit-
erature, periodicals, and Government publica-
tions, and the reproduction and translation of 
such writings, and the preparation, distribu-
tion, and interchange of other educational and 
research materials, including laboratory and 

technical equipment for education and re-
search; 

(2) establishing and operating in the United 
States and abroad centers for cultural and 
technical interchanges to promote better rela-
tions and understanding between the United 
States and other nations through cooperative 
study, training, and research; 

(3) assistance in the establishment, expan-
sion, maintenance, and operation of schools 
and institutions of learning abroad, founded, 
operated, or sponsored by citizens or nonprofit 
institutions of the United States, including 
such schools and institutions serving as dem-
onstration centers for methods and practices 
employed in the United States; 

(4) fostering and supporting American stud-
ies in foreign countries through professor-
ships, lectureships, institutes, seminars, and 
courses in such subjects as American history, 
government, economics, language and lit-
erature, and other subjects related to Amer-
ican civilization and culture, including financ-
ing the attendance at such studies by persons 
from other countries; 

(5) promoting and supporting medical, sci-
entific, cultural, and educational research and 
development; 

(6) promoting modern foreign language 
training and area studies in United States 
schools, colleges, and universities by sup-
porting visits and study in foreign countries 
by teachers and prospective teachers in such 
schools, colleges, and universities for the pur-
pose of improving their skill in languages and 
their knowledge of the culture of the people of 
those countries, and by financing visits by 
teachers from those countries to the United 
States for the purpose of participating in for-
eign language training and area studies in 
United States schools, colleges, and univer-
sities; 

(7) United States representation at inter-
national nongovernmental educational, sci-
entific, and technical meetings; 

(8) participation by groups and individuals 
from other countries in educational, scientific, 
and technical meetings held under American 
auspices in or outside the United States; 

(9) encouraging independent research into 
the problems of educational and cultural ex-
change; 

(10) promoting studies, research, instruction, 
and other educational activities of citizens 
and nationals of foreign countries in American 
schools, colleges, and universities located in 
the United States by making available to citi-
zens and nationals of less developed friendly 
foreign countries for exchange for currencies 
of their respective countries (other than ex-
cess foreign currencies), at United States em-
bassies, United States dollars in such amounts 
as may be necessary to enable such foreign 
citizens or nationals who are coming tempo-
rarily to the United States as students, train-
ees, teachers, instructors, or professors to 
meet expenses of the kind described in section 
2454(e)(1) of this title; 

(11) interchanges and visits between the 
United States and other countries of sci-
entists, scholars, leaders, and other experts in 
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