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Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Comprehensive 

Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970 which 

comprises this chapter. 

Section was formerly classified to section 1035 of 

Title 31 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 

13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877. 

Section was also formerly classified to section 198b of 

this title. 

§ 969. Contempt proceedings 

In case of contumacy by, or refusal to obey a 
subpena issued to, any person, the Secretary of 
the Treasury may invoke the aid of any court of 
the United States within the jurisdiction of 
which the investigation is carried on or of which 
the subpenaed person is an inhabitant, carries 
on business or may be found, to compel compli-
ance with the subpena of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The court may issue an order requir-
ing the subpenaed person to appear before the 
Secretary of the Treasury there to produce 
records, if so ordered, or to give testimony 
touching the matter under investigation. Any 
failure to obey the order of the court may be 
punished by the court as a contempt thereof. All 
process in any such case may be served in the ju-
dicial district whereof the subpenaed person is 
an inhabitant or wherever he may be found. 

(Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 800, § 3, 69 Stat. 685.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Comprehensive 

Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970 which 

comprises this chapter. 

Section was formerly classified to section 1036 of 

Title 31 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, § 1, Sept. 

13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877. 

Section was also formerly classified to section 198c of 

this title. 

§ 970. Criminal forfeitures 

Section 853 of this title, relating to criminal 
forfeitures, shall apply in every respect to a vio-
lation of this subchapter punishable by impris-
onment for more than one year. 

(Pub. L. 91–513, title III, § 1017, as added Pub. L. 
98–473, title II, § 307, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2051.) 

§ 971. Notification, suspension of shipment, and 
penalties with respect to importation and ex-
portation of listed chemicals 

(a) Notification prior to transaction 

Each regulated person who imports or exports 
a listed chemical shall notify the Attorney Gen-
eral of the importation or exportation not later 
than 15 days before the transaction is to take 
place. 

(b) Regular customers or importers 

(1) The Attorney General shall provide by reg-
ulation for circumstances in which the require-
ment of subsection (a) does not apply to a trans-
action between a regulated person and a regular 
customer or to a transaction that is an importa-

tion by a regular importer. At the time of any 
importation or exportation constituting a trans-
action referred to in the preceding sentence, the 
regulated person shall notify the Attorney Gen-
eral of the transaction. 

(2) The regulations under this subsection shall 
provide that the initial notification under sub-
section (a) with respect to a customer of a regu-
lated person or to an importer shall, upon the 
expiration of the 15-day period, qualify the cus-
tomer as a regular customer or the importer as 
a regular importer, unless the Attorney General 
otherwise notifies the regulated person in writ-
ing. 

(c) Suspension of importation or exportation; 
disqualification of regular customers or im-
porters; hearing 

(1) The Attorney General may order the sus-
pension of any importation or exportation of a 
listed chemical (other than a regulated trans-
action to which the requirement of subsection 
(a) does not apply by reason of subsection (b)) or 
may disqualify any regular customer or regular 
importer on the ground that the chemical may 
be diverted to the clandestine manufacture of a 
controlled substance (without regard to the 
form of the chemical that may be diverted, in-
cluding the diversion of a finished drug product 
to be manufactured from bulk chemicals to be 
transferred). From and after the time when the 
Attorney General provides written notice of the 
order (including a statement of the legal and 
factual basis for the order) to the regulated per-
son, the regulated person may not carry out the 
transaction. 

(2) Upon written request to the Attorney Gen-
eral, a regulated person to whom an order ap-
plies under paragraph (1) is entitled to an agen-
cy hearing on the record in accordance with sub-
chapter II of chapter 5 of title 5. The hearing 
shall be held on an expedited basis and not later 
than 45 days after the request is made, except 
that the hearing may be held at a later time, if 
so requested by the regulated person. 

(d) Information required in notice; updated no-
tice for change in circumstances 

(1)(A) Information provided in a notice under 
subsection (a) or (b) shall include the name of 
the person to whom the importer or exporter in-
volved intends to transfer the listed chemical 
involved, and the quantity of such chemical to 
be transferred. 

(B) In the case of a notice under subsection (b) 
submitted by a regular importer, if the trans-
feree identified in the notice is not a regular 
customer, such importer may not transfer the 
listed chemical until after the expiration of the 
15-day period beginning on the date on which the 
notice is submitted to the Attorney General. 

(C) After a notice under subsection (a) or (b) is 
submitted to the Attorney General, if cir-
cumstances change and the importer or exporter 
will not be transferring the listed chemical to 
the transferee identified in the notice, or will be 
transferring a greater quantity of the chemical 
than specified in the notice, the importer or ex-
porter shall update the notice to identify the 
most recent prospective transferee or the most 
recent quantity or both (as the case may be) and 
may not transfer the listed chemical until after 
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