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(C) to obtain damages, restitution, or
other compensation, including civil pen-
alties under section 842(b) of this title; and

(D) to obtain such other legal or equitable
relief as the court may find appropriate.

(2) Service; intervention

(A) Prior to filing a complaint under para-
graph (1), the State shall serve a copy of the
complaint upon the Attorney General and
upon the United States Attorney for the judi-
cial district in which the complaint is to be
filed. In any case where such prior service is
not feasible, the State shall serve the com-
plaint on the Attorney General and the appro-
priate United States Attorney on the same
day that the State’s complaint is filed in Fed-
eral district court of the United States. Such
proceedings shall be independent of, and not in
lieu of, criminal prosecutions or any other
proceedings under this subchapter or any
other laws of the United States.

(B) Upon receiving notice respecting a civil
action pursuant to this section, the United
States shall have the right to intervene in
such action and, upon so intervening, to be
heard on all matters arising therein, and to
file petitions for appeal.

(C) Service of a State’s complaint on the
United States as required in this paragraph
shall be made in accord with the requirements
of rule 4(i)(1) of the Federal Rule?! of Civil Pro-
cedure.

(3) Powers conferred by State law

For purposes of bringing any civil action
under paragraph (1), nothing in this chapter
shall prevent an attorney general of a State
from exercising the powers conferred on the
attorney general of a State by the laws of such
State to conduct investigations or to admin-
ister oaths or affirmations or to compel the
attendance of witnesses of or the production of
documentary or other evidence.

(4) Venue

Any civil action brought under paragraph (1)
in a district court of the United States may be
brought in the district in which the defendant
is found, is an inhabitant, or transacts busi-
ness or wherever venue is proper under section
1391 of title 28. Process in such action may be
served in any district in which the defendant
is an inhabitant or in which the defendant
may be found.

(5) No private right of action

No private right of action is created under
this subsection.
(6) Limitation

No civil action may be brought under para-
graph (1) against—

(A) the United States;

(B) an Indian Tribe or tribal organization,
to the extent such tribe or tribal organiza-
tion is lawfully carrying out a contract or
compact under the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act [25 U.S.C.
5301 et seq.]; or

(C) any employee of the United States or
such Indian tribe or tribal organization, pro-
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vided such agent or employee is acting in
the usual course of business or employment,
and within the scope of the official duties of
such agent or employee therewith.

(Pub. L. 91-513, title II, §512, Oct. 27, 1970, 84
Stat. 1278; Pub. L. 110-425, §3(h), Oct. 15, 2008, 122
Stat. 4830; Pub. L. 117-215, title I, §103(b)(1)(D),
Dec. 2, 2022, 136 Stat. 2263.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, referred to in
subsecs. (a), (b), and (c)(2)(C), are set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.

This subchapter, referred to in subsecs. (a) and
(c)(2)(A), was in the original ‘‘this title”’, meaning title
II of Pub. L. 91-513, Oct. 27, 1970, 84 Stat. 1242, and is
popularly known as the ‘‘Controlled Substances Act’.
For complete classification of title IT to the Code, see
second paragraph of Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 801 of this title and Tables.

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (¢)(3), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’”, meaning Pub. L. 91-513, Oct. 27,
1970, 84 Stat. 1236. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 801 of this title and Tables.

The Indian Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act, referred to in subsec. (¢)(6)(B), is Pub. L.
93-638, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2203, which is classified
principally to chapter 46 (§5301 et seq.) of Title 25, Indi-
ans. For complete classification of this Act to the Code,
see Short Title note set out under section 5301 of Title
25 and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2022—Subsec. (¢)(1). Pub. L. 117-215 substituted
¢“823(g)’”’ for ‘823(f)”’ in introductory provisions.
2008—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 110-425 added subsec. (c).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 110-425 effective 180 days after
Oct. 15, 2008, except as otherwise provided, see section

3(j) of Pub. L. 110-425, set out as a note under section
802 of this title.

§ 883. Enforcement proceedings

Before any violation of this subchapter is re-
ported by the Administrator of the Drug En-
forcement Administration to any United States
attorney for institution of a criminal pro-
ceeding, the Administrator may require that the
person against whom such proceeding is con-
templated is given appropriate notice and an op-
portunity to present his views, either orally or
in writing, with regard to such contemplated
proceeding.

(Pub. L. 91-513, title II, §513, Oct. 27, 1970, 84
Stat. 1278; Pub. L. 96-132, §16(c), Nov. 30, 1979, 93
Stat. 1049.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1979—Pub. L. 96-132 substituted ‘‘Administrator of the
Drug Enforcement Administration’” for ‘‘Director of
the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs’ and
“Administrator may” for ‘‘Director may”’.

§ 884. Immunity and privilege
(a) Refusal to testify

Whenever a witness refuses, on the basis of his
privilege against self-incrimination, to testify
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