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(R.S. §5588.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §5588 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, §4,
9 Stat. 104.

§53. Protection of property

All laws for the protection of public property
in the city of Washington shall apply to, and be
in force for, the protection of the lands, build-
ings, and other property of the Smithsonian In-
stitution. All moneys recovered by or accruing
to, the institution shall be paid into the Treas-
ury of the United States, to the credit of the
Smithsonian bequest, and separately accounted
for.

(R.S. §5589.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §5589 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, §5,
9 Stat. 104.

§53a. Authorization of appropriations

Appropriations are authorized for the mainte-
nance of the Astrophysical Observatory and the
making of solar observations at high altitudes;
for repairs and alterations of buildings and
grounds occupied by the Smithsonian Institu-
tion in the District of Columbia and elsewhere;
and for preparation of manuscripts, drawings,
and illustrations for publications.

(Aug. 22, 1949, ch. 494, §2, 63 Stat. 623.)

§ 54. Appropriation of interest

So much of the property of James Smithson as
has been received in money, and paid into the
Treasury of the United States, being the sum of
$5641,379.63, shall be lent to the United States
Treasury and invested in public debt securities
with maturities requested by the Smithsonian
Institution bearing interest at rates determined
by the Secretary of the Treasury, based upon
current market yields on outstanding market-
able obligations of the United States of com-
parable maturities, and this interest is hereby
appropriated for the perpetual maintenance and
support of the Smithsonian Institution; and all
expenditures and appropriations to be made,
from time to time, to the purposes of the Insti-
tution shall be exclusively from the accruing in-
terest, and not from the principal of the fund.
All the moneys and stocks which have been, or
may hereafter be, received into the Treasury of
the United States, on account of the fund be-
queathed by James Smithson, are hereby
pledged to refund to the Treasury of the United
States the sums hereby appropriated.

(R.S. §5590; Pub. L. 97-199, §1, June 22, 1982, 96
Stat. 121.)
Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §5590 derived from acts Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, §2,
9 Stat. 102; Feb. 5, 1867, ch. 34, §2, 14 Stat. 391.
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§57

AMENDMENTS

1982—Pub. L. 97-199 substituted ‘‘and invested in pub-
lic debt securities with maturities requested by the
Smithsonian Institution bearing interest at rates de-
termined by the Secretary of the Treasury, based upon
current market yields on outstanding marketable obli-
gations of the United States of comparable maturities,
and this interest is hereby’’ for ‘‘, at 6 per centum per
annum interest; and 6 per centum interest on the trust-
fund and residuary legacy received into the United
States Treasury, payable in half-yearly payments, on
the first of January and July in each year, is’’, sub-
stituted ‘“‘purposes of the Institution” for ‘‘purposes of
the institution’, and substituted ‘‘are hereby pledged’”’
for ‘‘are pledged’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 97-199, §2, June 22, 1982, 96 Stat. 121, provided
that: ‘“The amendment made by the first section
[amending this section] shall apply with respect to fis-
cal years beginning after September 30, 1982.”

§55. Acceptance of other sums

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized
and directed to receive into the Treasury, on the
same terms as the original bequest of James
Smithson, such sums as the Regents may, from
time to time, see fit to deposit, not exceeding,
with the original bequest, the sum of $1,000,000.
This shall not operate as a limitation on the
power of the Smithsonian Institution to receive
money or other property by gift, bequest, or de-
vise, and to hold and dispose of the same in pro-
motion of the purposes thereof.

(R.S. §5591; Mar. 12, 1894, ch. 36, 28 Stat. 41.)
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R.S. §5591 derived from act Feb. 5, 1867, ch. 34, §1, 14
Stat. 391.

AMENDMENTS

1894—Act Mar. 12, 1894, made limitation on deposits
into the Treasury inapplicable to receipt of gifts, be-
quests and devises and dispositions of money or other
property.

§56. Disposal of unappropriated money

The Regents are authorized to make such dis-
posal of any other moneys which have accrued,
or shall hereafter accrue, as interest upon the
Smithsonian fund, not herein appropriated, or
not required for the purposes herein provided, as
they shall deem best suited for the promotion of
the purpose of the testator.

(R.S. §5592.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

R.S. §5592 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, §9,
9 Stat. 105.

§ 57. Disbursements

Whenever money is required for the payment
of the debts or performance of the contracts of
the institution, incurred or entered into in con-
formity with the provisions of sections 41 to 46,
48, 50, 51 to 53, 54 to 57, and 67 of this title, or for



§58

making the purchases and executing the objects
authorized by said sections, the Board of Re-
gents, or the executive committee thereof, may
certify to the chancellor and secretary of the
board that such sum of money is required,
whereupon they shall examine the same, and, if
they shall approve thereof, shall certify the
same to the proper officer of the Treasury for
payment. The board shall submit to Congress, at
each session thereof, a report of the operations,
expenditures, and condition of the institution.

(R.S. §5593.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §5593 derived from act Aug. 10, 1846, ch. 178, §3,
9 Stat. 103.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions
in this section relating to submitting a report to Con-
gress at each session of Congress, see section 3003 of
Pub. L. 104-66, as amended, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance, and page 192
of House Document No. 103-7.

§58. Omitted

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section, act Mar. 3, 1899, ch. 424, §1, 30 Stat. 1085,
which required that the salaries of officers and employ-
ees paid from appropriations under the Smithsonian In-
stitution be reported to Congress annually, terminated,
effective May 15, 2000, pursuant to section 3003 of Pub.
L. 104-66, as amended, set out as a note under section
1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance. See, also, page 192
of House Document No. 103-7.

§59. Collections of National Ocean Survey,
United States Geological Survey, and others
deposited in National Museum

All collections of rocks, minerals, soils, fos-
sils, and objects of natural history, archaeology,
and ethnology, made by the National Ocean Sur-
vey, the United States Geological Survey, or by
any other parties for the Government of the
United States, when no longer needed for inves-
tigations in progress shall be deposited in the
National Museum.

(Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 182, §1, 20 Stat. 394; 1965 Reorg.
Plan No. 2, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F'.R. 8819, 79 Stat.
1318; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35
F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090; Pub. L. 102-154, title I,
Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Words ‘‘Coast and Interior Survey’ appearing in act
Mar. 3, 1879, were in prior editions of the Code changed
to ‘““Coast and Geodetic Survey.” Congress never cre-
ated a Coast and Interior Survey. In a communication
dated Nov. 6, 1940, the Director of the Geological Sur-
vey explained that the words ‘‘Coast and Interior Sur-
vey’’ were inadvertently incorporated upon authority
of report contained in Senate Misc. Doc. No. 9, 45th
Congress, 3d Session, which recommended the ‘“Coast
and Geodetic Survey’’ be changed to ‘“United States
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Coast and Interior Survey’’ and an organization be cre-
ated in the Interior Department to be known as the
“United States Geological Survey.”” Congress adopted
only the latter suggestion.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Geological Survey’ substituted in
text for ‘“‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of Title 43, Public Lands.

NATIONAL MUSEUM

Establishment of the National Museum, see note set
out under section 50 of this title.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY

Pub. L. 96-441, §2, Oct. 13, 1980, 94 Stat. 1884, provided
that: “The bureau of the Smithsonian Institution
known as the Museum of History and Technology and
so referred to in the Act entitled ‘An Act to authorize
the construction of a building for a Museum of History
and Technology for the Smithsonian Institution, in-
cluding the preparation of plans and specifications, and
all other work incidental thereto’, approved June 28,
1955 (20 U.S.C. 59 note), shall be known as the ‘National
Museum of American History’.”

For provision deeming references to the Museum of
History and Technology in laws and regulations to be
references to the National Museum of American His-
tory, see section of 3 of Pub. L. 96-441, set out as a note
under section 71 of this title.

MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND TECHNOLOGY FOR THE
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

Act June 28, 1955, ch. 201, 69 Stat. 189, authorized con-
struction of a building for a Museum of History and
Technology, which was redesignated the National Mu-
seum of American History, for the use of the Smithso-
nian Institution, at a cost not to exceed $36,000,000.

Executive Documents

CHANGE OF NAME

Coast and Geodetic Survey consolidated with Na-
tional Weather Bureau in 1965 to form Environmental
Science Services Administration by Reorg. Plan No. 2
of 1965, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318. Envi-
ronmental Science Services Administration abolished
in 1970 and its personnel, property, records, etc., trans-
ferred to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration by Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35
F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090. By order of Acting Associate
Administrator of National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, 35 F.R. 19249, Dec. 19, 1970, Coast and
Geodetic Survey redesignated National Ocean Survey.
See notes set out under section 311 of Title 15, Com-
merce and Trade.

§ 60. Army articles furnished to National Museum

The Secretary of the Army is authorized to
furnish to the National Museum, for exhibition,
upon request therefor by the administrative
head thereof, such articles of arms, materiel,
equipment, or clothing as have been issued from
time to time to the United States Army, or
which have been or may hereafter be produced
for the United States Army, and which are ob-
jects of general interest or of foreign or curious
research, provided that such articles can be
spared.

(Mar. 4, 1921, ch. 166, §1, 41 Stat. 1438; July 26,

1947, ch. 343, title II, §205(a), 61 Stat. 501; Oct. 31,
1951, ch. 654, §3(4), 65 Stat. 708.)
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