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passing legislation to reauthorize the Center eight 
times since its creation in 1976. 

‘‘(E) The American Folklife Center is the only unit 
in the Library of Congress which is not permanently 
authorized. Since its establishment in 1976, the Cen-
ter’s collections and activities have been fully and 
successfully integrated into the Library of Congress. 
It is useful to statutorily conform the American 
Folklife Center with the rest of the Library of Con-
gress. 
‘‘(2) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this section 

[amending sections 2103, 2106, and 2107 of this title and 
enacting provisions set out as a note under section 2103 
of this title] to authorize permanently the American 
Folklife Center in the Library of Congress to preserve 
and present American Folklife.’’

§ 2102. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter—
(1) the term ‘‘American folklife’’ means the 

traditional expressive culture shared within 
the various groups in the United States: famil-
ial, ethnic, occupational, religious, regional; 
expressive culture includes a wide range of 
creative and symbolic forms such as custom, 
belief, technical skill, language, literature, 
art, architecture, music, play, dance, drama, 
ritual, pageantry, handicraft; these expres-
sions are mainly learned orally, by imitation, 
or in performance, and are generally main-
tained without benefit of formal instruction or 
institutional direction; 

(2) the term ‘‘Board’’ means the Board of 
Trustees of the Center; 

(3) the term ‘‘Center’’ means the American 
Folklife Center established under this sub-
chapter; 

(4) the term ‘‘group’’ includes any State or 
public agency or institution and any nonprofit 
society, institution, organization, association, 
or establishment in the United States; 

(5) the term ‘‘Librarian’’ means the Librar-
ian of Congress; 

(6) the term ‘‘State’’ includes, in addition to 
the several States of the Union, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the District of Colum-
bia, Guam, American Samoa, and the Virgin 
Islands; and 

(7) the term ‘‘workshop’’ means an activity 
the primary purpose of which is to encourage 
the development of skills, appreciation, or en-
joyment of American folklife among amateur, 
student, or nonprofessional participants, or to 
promote scholarship or teaching among the 
participants. 

(Pub. L. 94–201, § 3, Jan. 2, 1976, 89 Stat. 1129.) 

§ 2103. American Folklife Center 

(a) Establishment 

There is hereby established in the Library of 
Congress an American Folklife Center. 

(b) Board of Trustees; composition; regional bal-
ance 

(1) The Center shall be under the direction of 
a Board of Trustees. The Board shall be com-
posed as follows: 

(A) four members appointed by the President 
from among individuals who are officials of 
Federal departments and agencies concerned 
with some aspect of American Folklife tradi-
tions and arts; 

(B) four members appointed by the President 
pro tempore of the Senate from among indi-
viduals from private life who are widely recog-
nized by virtue of their scholarship, experi-
ence, creativity, or interest in American 
Folklife traditions and arts, and four members 
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives from among such individuals; 

(C) four members appointed by the Librarian 
of Congress from among individuals who are 
widely recognized by virtue of their scholar-
ship, experience, creativity, or interest in 
American folklife traditions and arts; and 

(D) nine ex officio members including—
(i) the Librarian of Congress; 
(ii) the Secretary of the Smithsonian In-

stitution; 
(iii) the Chairman of the National Endow-

ment for the Arts; 
(iv) the Chairman of the National Endow-

ment for the Humanities; 
(v) the President of the American Folklore 

Society; 
(vi) the President of the Society for 

Ethnomusicology; 
(vii) the Director of the Center; 
(viii) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; 

and 
(ix) the Director of the Institute of Mu-

seum and Library Services.

(2) In making appointments from private life 
under paragraph (1)(B) and (C), the President pro 
tempore of the Senate, the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and the Librarian of Con-
gress shall give due consideration to the ap-
pointment of individuals who collectively will 
provide appropriate diversity and regional bal-
ance on the Board. Not more than three of the 
members appointed by the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate or by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives may be affiliated with 
the same political party. 

(3) In making appointments under paragraph 
(1)(C), the Librarian of Congress shall include at 
least two members who direct or are members of 
the boards of major American folklife organiza-
tions other than the American Folklore Society 
and the Society for Ethnomusicology. 

(c) Term of office 

The term of office of each appointed member 
of the Board shall be six years; except that 
(1)(A) the members first appointed under clause 
(1) of subsection (b) shall serve as designated by 
the President, one for a term of two years, two 
for a term of four years, and one for a term of 
six years, and (B) the members first appointed 
under clause (2) of subsection (b) shall serve as 
jointly designated by the President pro tempore 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, two for terms of two years, 
four for terms of four years, and two for terms 
of six years; and (2) any member appointed to 
fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration 
of the term to which his predecessor was ap-
pointed shall be appointed for the remainder of 
such term. Members appointed by the President 
under clause (1) of subsection (b) shall serve 
only during the time they are officials of Fed-
eral departments and agencies concerned with 
some aspect of American folklife traditions and 
arts. 
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