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need-based aid first to students who are eligi-
ble for Federal Pell Grants who were in at-
tendance at the institution during the award 
year that such institution satisfied the eligi-
bility criteria for maintaining low tuition and 
fees, then to students who are eligible for Fed-
eral Pell Grants who were not in attendance at 
the institution during such award year. 

(2) Four-year institutions 

An institution of higher education that pro-
vides a program of instruction for which it 
awards a bachelor’s degree complies with the 
requirements of this paragraph if—

(A) for a public institution of higher edu-
cation, such institution’s tuition and fees 
are in the lowest quartile of institutions in 
the same category as described under sub-
section (b); or 

(B) for any institution of higher education, 
such institution guarantees that for any 
academic year (or the equivalent) beginning 
on or after July 1, 2009, and for each of the 
four succeeding continuous academic years, 
the tuition and fees charged to an under-
graduate student will not exceed—

(i) for a public institution of higher edu-
cation, $600 per year for a full-time under-
graduate student; or 

(ii) for any other institution of higher 
education—

(I) the amount that the student was 
charged for an academic year at the time 
the student first enrolled in the institu-
tion of higher education, plus 

(II) the percentage change in tuition 
and fees at the institution for the three 
most recent academic years for which 
data is available, multiplied by the 
amount determined under subclause (I). 

(3) Less-than four-year institutions 

An institution of higher education that does 
not provide a program of instruction for which 
it awards a bachelor’s degree complies with 
the requirements of this paragraph if—

(A) for a public institution of higher edu-
cation, such institution’s tuition is in the 
lowest quartile of institutions in the same 
category as described under subsection (b); 
or 

(B) for any institution of higher education, 
such institution guarantees that for any 
academic year (or the equivalent) beginning 
on or after July 1, 2009, and for each of the 
1.5 succeeding continuous academic years, 
the tuition and fees charged to an under-
graduate student will not exceed—

(i) for a public institution of higher edu-
cation, $600 per year for a full-time under-
graduate student; or 

(ii) for any other institution of higher 
education—

(I) the amount that the student was 
charged for an academic year at the time 
the student first enrolled in the institu-
tion of higher education, plus 

(II) the percentage change in tuition 
and fees at the institution for the three 
most recent academic years for which 
data is available, multiplied by the 
amount determined under subclause (I). 

(d) Definitions 

In this section, the terms ‘‘tuition and fees’’ 
and ‘‘net price’’ have the meaning given to such 
terms in section 1015a of this title. 

(e) Authorization 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for fiscal year 2009 and each of the five 
succeeding fiscal years. 

(Pub. L. 89–329, title VIII, § 830, as added Pub. L. 
110–315, title VIII, § 801, Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 
3413; amended Pub. L. 111–39, title VIII, § 801(10), 
July 1, 2009, 123 Stat. 1956.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (a)(1)(B). Pub. L. 111–39 substituted ‘‘of 
institutions’’ for ‘‘of for institutions’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–39 effective as if enacted 
on the date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–315 (Aug. 14, 
2008), see section 3 of Pub. L. 111–39, set out as a note 
under section 1001 of this title.

PART N—COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 

§ 1161n. Statement of purpose; definition 

(a) Purpose 

It is the purpose of this part to award grants 
to institutions of higher education or consortia 
of such institutions to encourage such institu-
tions to develop and make available to their stu-
dents work experience that will aid such stu-
dents in future careers and will enable such stu-
dents to support themselves financially while in 
school. 

(b) Definition 

In this part the term ‘‘cooperative education’’ 
means the provision of alternating or parallel 
periods of academic study and public or private 
employment to give students work experiences 
related to their academic or occupational objec-
tives and an opportunity to earn the funds nec-
essary for continuing and completing their edu-
cation. 

(Pub. L. 89–329, title VIII, § 831, as added Pub. L. 
110–315, title VIII, § 801, Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 
3415.) 

§ 1161n–1. Reservations 

(a) Reservations 

Of the amount appropriated to carry out this 
part in each fiscal year—

(1) not less than 50 percent shall be available 
for awarding grants to institutions of higher 
education and consortia of such institutions 
described in section 1161n–2(a)(1)(A) of this 
title for cooperative education under section 
1161n–2 of this title; 

(2) not less than 25 percent shall be available 
for awarding grants to institutions of higher 
education described in section 1161n–2(a)(1)(B) 
of this title for cooperative education under 
section 1161n–2 of this title; 
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