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the Senate, the Secretary of the Senate shall 
notify the Member, officer, or employee of the 
beginning and ending date of the prohibitions 
that apply to the Member, officer, or employee 
under rule XXXVII of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate. 

(b) Effective date 

This section shall take effect 60 days after 
September 14, 2007. 

(Pub. L. 110–81, title V, § 535, Sept. 14, 2007, 121 
Stat. 766.)
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§ 4901. Congressional pages 

(a) Appointment conditions 

A person shall not be appointed as a page of 
the Senate or House of Representatives—

(1) unless he agrees that, in the absence of 
unforeseen circumstances preventing his serv-
ice as a page after his appointment, he will 
continue to serve as a page for the period spec-
ified in writing at the time of the appoint-
ment; and 

(2) until complete information in writing is 
transmitted to his parent or parents, his legal 
guardian, or other appropriate person or per-
sons acting as his parent or parents, with re-
spect to the nature of the work of pages, their 
pay, their working conditions (including hours 
and scheduling of work), and the housing ac-
commodations available to pages. 

(b) Qualifications 

A person shall not serve as a page—
(1) of the Senate before he has attained the 

age of sixteen years; or 
(2) of the House of Representatives before he 

has attained the age of sixteen years. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 491(a)–(d), Oct. 26, 1970, 
84 Stat. 1198; Pub. L. 97–51, §§ 101(c), 123, Oct. 1, 
1981, 95 Stat. 959, 965; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 204(36), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1735; Pub. L. 
108–447, div. G, title I, § 9, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3170.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 88b–1 of 

this title prior to editorial reclassification and renum-

bering as this section. 

Repeal of subsecs. (c) and (d) of this section is based 

on section 304(a) of H.R. 4120, as reported July 9, 1981, 

which was enacted into permanent law by section 101(c) 

of Pub. L. 97–51 and amended by section 123 of Pub. L. 

97–51. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 108–447 substituted ‘‘six-

teen’’ for ‘‘fourteen’’. 

1996—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104–186, § 204(36)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘the period specified in writing at the time of 

the appointment’’ for ‘‘a period of not less than two 

months’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–186, § 204(36)(B), substituted a 

period for ‘‘; or’’ at end of par. (2) and struck out con-

cluding provisions which read as follows: ‘‘(except in 

the case of a chief page, telephone page, or riding page) 

during any session of the Congress which begins after 

he has attained the age of eighteen years.’’

1981—Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 97–51 struck out sub-

secs. (c) and (d) which had provided, respectively, that 

pay of pages of the Senate began not more than five 

days before the convening or reconvening of a session 

of the Congress or of the Senate and continued until 

the end of the month during which the Congress or the 

Senate adjourned or recessed or until the fourteenth 

day after such adjournment or recess, whichever was 

the later date, except that, in any case in which the 

Congress or the Senate adjourned or recessed on or be-

fore the last day of July for a period of at least thirty 

days but not more than forty-five days, such pay would 

continue until the end of such period of adjournment or 

recess, and that the pay of pages of the House of Rep-

resentatives began not more than five days before the 

convening of a session of the Congress and continued 

until the end of the month during which the Congress 

adjourned sine die or recessed or until the fourteenth 

day after such adjournment or recess, whichever was 

the later date, except that, in any case in which the 

House adjourned or recessed on or before the last day 

of July in any year for a period of at least thirty days 

but not more than forty-five days, such pay would con-

tinue until the end of such period of adjournment or re-

cess.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subsecs. (a), (c), and (d) of this section effective im-

mediately prior to noon on Jan. 3, 1971, see section 

601(1) of Pub. L. 91–510, set out as an Effective Date of 

1970 Amendment note under section 4301 of this title. 

Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 491(f), Oct. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 

1198, provided that: ‘‘Subsection (b) of this section shall 

become effective on January 3, 1971, but the provisions 

of such subsection limiting service as a page to persons 

who have attained the age of sixteen years shall not be 

construed to prohibit the continued service of any page 

appointed prior to the date of enactment of this Act 

[Oct. 26, 1970].’’

PAY OF PAGES BETWEEN RECESS OR ADJOURNMENT 

Prior to the repeal of subsecs. (c) and (d) of section 

88b–1 (now 4901) of this title by Pub. L. 97–51, provisions 

for continuing the pay of pages of the Senate and House 
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of Representatives during specific periods of recess or 

adjournment of Congress by making such subsecs. (b) 

and (c) inapplicable to the pay of pages during such pe-

riods, were contained in the following appropriation 

acts: 

Pub. L. 97–12, title I, June 5, 1981, 95 Stat. 65. 

Pub. L. 96–536, § 101(c), Dec. 16, 1980, 94 Stat. 3167. 

Pub. L. 96–38, title III, § 303, July 25, 1979, 93 Stat. 142. 

Subsequently repealed by Pub. L. 97–51, §§ 101(c), 123, 

Oct. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 965. 

Pub. L. 95–391, title III, § 305, Sept. 30, 1978, 92 Stat. 

789. 

§ 4902. John W. McCormack Residential Page 
School 

(a) Construction authorization for dormitory and 
classroom facilities complex 

There is hereby authorized to be constructed, 
on a site jointly approved by the Senate Office 
Building Commission and the House Office 
Building Commission, in accordance with plans 
which shall be prepared by or under the direc-
tion of the Architect of the Capitol and which 
shall be submitted to and jointly approved by 
the Senate Office Building Commission and the 
House Office Building Commission, a fireproof 
building containing dormitory and classroom fa-
cilities, including necessary furnishings and 
equipment, for pages of the Senate, the House of 
Representatives, and the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

(b) Acquisition of property in District of Colum-
bia 

The Architect of the Capitol, under the joint 
direction and supervision of the Senate Office 
Building Commission and the House Office 
Building Commission, is authorized to acquire 
on behalf of the United States, by purchase, con-
demnation, transfer, or otherwise, such publicly 
or privately owned real property in the District 
of Columbia (including all alleys, and parts of 
alleys, and streets within the curblines sur-
rounding such real property) located in the vi-
cinity of the United States Capitol Grounds, as 
may be approved jointly by the Senate Office 
Building Commission and the House Office 
Building Commission, for the purpose of con-
structing on such real property, in accordance 
with this section, a suitable dormitory and 
classroom facilities complex for pages of the 
Senate, the House of Representatives, and the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

(c) Condemnation proceedings 

Any proceeding for condemnation instituted 
under subsection (b) of this section shall be con-
ducted in accordance with subchapter IV of 
chapter 13 of title 16 of the District of Columbia 
Code. 

(d) Transfer of United States owned property 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any real property owned by the United States, 
and any alleys, or parts of alleys and streets, 
contained within the curblines surrounding the 
real property acquired on behalf of the United 
States under this section shall be transferred, 
upon the request of the Architect of the Capitol 
made with the joint approval of the Senate Of-
fice Building Commission and the House Office 
Building Commission, to the jurisdiction and 
control of the Architect of the Capitol. 

(e) Alley and street closures by Mayor of the Dis-
trict of Columbia 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any alleys, or parts of alleys and streets, con-
tained within the curblines surrounding the real 
property acquired on behalf of the United States 
under this section shall be closed and vacated by 
the Mayor of the District of Columbia in accord-
ance with any request therefor made by the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol with the joint approval of 
the Senate Office Building Commission and the 
House Office Building Commission. 

(f) United States Capitol Grounds provisions ap-
plicable 

Upon the acquisition on behalf of the United 
States of all real property under this section, 
such property shall be a part of the United 
States Capitol Grounds and shall be subject to 
the provisions of sections 1922, 1961, 1966, 1967, 
and 1969 of this title and sections 5101 to 5107 and 
5109 of title 40. 

(g) Designation; employment of services under 
supervision and control of Architect of the 
Capitol: joint approval and direction of 
Speaker and President pro tempore; annual 
estimates to Congress; regulations governing 
Architect of the Capitol 

The building constructed on the real property 
acquired under this section shall be designated 
the ‘‘John W. McCormack Residential Page 
School’’. The employment of all services (other 
than that of the United States Capitol Police) 
necessary for its protection, care, maintenance, 
and use, for which appropriations are made by 
Congress, shall be under the control and super-
vision of the Architect of the Capitol. Such su-
pervision and control shall be subject to the 
joint approval and direction of the Speaker and 
the President pro tempore. The Architect shall 
submit annually to the Congress estimates in 
detail for all services, other than those of the 
United States Capitol Police or those provided 
in connection with the conduct of school oper-
ations and the personal supervision of pages, and 
for all other expenses in connection with the 
protection, care, maintenance, and use of the 
John W. McCormack Residential Page School. 
The Speaker and the President pro tempore 
shall prescribe, from time to time, regulations 
governing the Architect in the provision of serv-
ices and the protection, care, and maintenance, 
of the John W. McCormack Residential Page 
School. 

(h) Joint appointee for supervision and control 
over page activities; regulations; Residence 
Superintendent of Pages: appointment, com-
pensation, and duties; additional personnel: 
appointment and compensation 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and the President pro tempore of the Senate 
jointly shall designate an officer of the House 
and an officer of the Senate, other than a Mem-
ber of the House or Senate, who shall jointly ex-
ercise supervision and control over the activi-
ties of the pages resident in the John W. McCor-
mack Residential Page School. With the ap-
proval of the Speaker and the President pro 
tempore, such officers so designated shall pre-
scribe regulations governing—
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