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Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in R.S. §3064, which was superseded by act Sept.
21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, §582, 42 Stat. 979, and was re-
pealed by section 642 thereof. Section 582 of the 1922 act
was superseded by section 582 of act June 17, 1930, com-
prising this section, and repealed by section 651(a)(1) of
the 1930 act.

§1583. Examination of outbound mail

(a) Examination
(1) In general

For purposes of ensuring compliance with
the Customs laws of the United States and
other laws enforced by the Customs Service,
including the provisions of law described in
paragraph (2), a Customs officer may, subject
to the provisions of this section, stop and
search at the border, without a search war-
rant, mail of domestic origin transmitted for
export by the United States Postal Service
and foreign mail transiting the United States
that is being imported or exported by the
United States Postal Service.

(2) Provisions of law described

The provisions of law described in this para-
graph are the following:

(A) Section 5316 of title 31 (relating to re-
ports on exporting and importing monetary
instruments).

(B) Sections 1461, 1463, 1465, and 1466, and
chapter 110 of title 18 (relating to obscenity
and child pornography).

(C) Section 953 of title 21 (relating to ex-
portation of controlled substances).

(D) The Export Administration Act of 1979
(50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et seq.).r

(E) Section 2778 of title 22.

(F) The International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.).

(b) Search of mail not sealed against inspection
and other mail

Mail not sealed against inspection under the
postal laws and regulations of the United States,
mail which bears a Customs declaration, and
mail with respect to which the sender or ad-
dressee has consented in writing to search, may
be searched by a Customs officer.

(¢) Search of mail sealed against inspection
weighing in excess of 16 ounces

(1) In general

Mail weighing in excess of 16 ounces sealed
against inspection under the postal laws and
regulations of the United States may be
searched by a Customs officer, subject to para-
graph (2), if there is reasonable cause to sus-
pect that such mail contains one or more of
the following:

(A) Monetary instruments, as defined in

section 1956 of title 18.

(B) A weapon of mass destruction, as de-

fined in section 2332a(b)! of title 18.

(C) A drug or other substance listed in
schedule I, II, III, or IV in section 812 of title

21.

1See References in Text note below.
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(D) National defense and related informa-
tion transmitted in violation of any of sec-
tions 793 through 798 of title 18.

(E) Merchandise mailed in violation of sec-
tion 1715 or 1716 of title 18.

(F) Merchandise mailed in violation of any
provision of chapter 71 (relating to obscen-
ity) or chapter 110 (relating to sexual exploi-
tation and other abuse of children) of title
18.

(G) Merchandise mailed in violation of the
Export Administration Act of 1979 (560 U.S.C.
App. 2401 et seq.).t

(H) Merchandise mailed in violation of sec-
tion 2778 of title 22.

(I) Merchandise mailed in violation of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.).

(J) Merchandise mailed in violation of the
Trading with the Enemy Act (50 U.S.C. App.
1 et seq.).?

(K) Merchandise subject to any other law
enforced by the Customs Service.

(2) Limitation

No person acting under the authority of
paragraph (1) shall read, or authorize any
other person to read, any correspondence con-
tained in mail sealed against inspection unless
prior to so reading—

(A) a search warrant has been issued pur-
suant to rule 41 of the Federal Rules of
Criminal Procedure; or

(B) the sender or addressee has given writ-
ten authorization for such reading.

(d) Search of mail sealed against inspection
weighing 16 ounces or less

Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section, subsection (a)(1) shall not apply to mail
weighing 16 ounces or less sealed against inspec-
tion under the postal laws and regulations of the
United States.

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, §583, as added
Pub. L. 107-210, div. A, title III, §344(a), Aug. 6,
2002, 116 Stat. 986; amended Pub. L. 108-429, title
11, §2004(a)(12), Dec. 3, 2004, 118 Stat. 2590.)
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REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Export Administration Act of 1979, referred to in
subsecs. (a)(2)(D) and (¢)(1)(G), is Pub. L. 96-72, Sept. 29,
1979, 93 Stat. 503, which was classified principally to
section 2401 et seq. of the former Appendix to Title 50,
War and National Defense, prior to editorial reclassi-
fication and renumbering as chapter 56 (§4601 et seq.) of
Title 50, and was repealed by Pub. L. 115-232, div. A,
title XVII, §1766(a), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2232, except
for sections 11A, 11B, and 11C thereof (50 U.S.C. 4611,
4612, 4613).

The International Emergency Economic Powers Act,
referred to in subsecs. (2)(2)(F) and (¢)(1)(I), is title II
of Pub. L. 95223, Dec. 28, 1977, 91 Stat. 1626, which is
classified generally to chapter 35 (§1701 et seq.) of Title
50, War and National Defense. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set
out under section 1701 of Title 50 and Tables.

Section 2332a(b) of title 18, referred to in subsec.
(c)(1)(B), does not define the term ‘‘weapon of mass de-
struction’’. However, that term is defined elsewhere in
that section.

The Trading with the Enemy Act, referred to in sub-
sec. (¢)(1)(J), is act Oct. 6, 1917, ch. 106, 40 Stat. 411,
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which was classified to sections 1 to 6, 7 to 39, and 41
to 44 of the former Appendix to Title 50, War and Na-
tional Defense, prior to editorial reclassification and
renumbering as chapter 53 (§4301 et seq.) of Title 50. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Ta-
bles.

Rule 41 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure,
referred to in subsec. (¢)(2)(A), is set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 1583, acts June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title
IV, §583, 46 Stat. 748; Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 887, §4(c), 70 Stat.
948, related to delivery and certification of manifest,
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103-182, title VI, §690(b)(9),
Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2223.

AMENDMENTS
2004—Subsec. (¢)(1). Pub. L. 108-429 realigned margins.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 107-210, div. A, title III, §344(c), Aug. 6, 2002,
116 Stat. 987, provided that:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2),
this section [enacting this section and provisions set
out as a note under this section] and the amendments
made by this section shall take effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act [Aug. 6, 2002].

¢“(2) CERTIFICATION WITH RESPECT TO FOREIGN MAIL.—
The provisions of section 583 of the Tariff Act of 1930
[this section] relating to foreign mail transiting the
United States that is imported or exported by the
United States Postal Service shall not take effect until
the Secretary of State certifies to Congress, pursuant
to subsection (b) [set out as a note below], that the ap-
plication of such section 583 is consistent with inter-
national law and any international obligation of the
United States.”

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section
542 of Title 6. For establishment of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection in the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, treated as if included in Pub. L. 107-296 as of
Nov. 25, 2002, see section 211 of Title 6, as amended gen-
erally by Pub. L. 114-125, and section 802(b) of Pub. L.
114-125, set out as a note under section 211 of Title 6.

CERTIFICATION BY SECRETARY

Pub. L. 107-210, div. A, title III, §344(b), Aug. 6, 2002,
116 Stat. 987, provided that: ‘“‘Not later than 3 months
after the date of enactment of this section [Aug. 6,
2002], the Secretary of State shall determine whether
the application of section 583 of the Tariff Act of 1930
[this section] to foreign mail transiting the United
States that is imported or exported by the United
States Postal Service is being handled in a manner con-
sistent with international law and any international
obligation of the United States. Section 583 of such Act
shall not apply to such foreign mail unless the Sec-
retary certifies to Congress that the application of such
section 583 is consistent with international law and any
international obligation of the United States.”

§1583a. Development of technology to detect il-
licit narcotics
(a) In general

The Postmaster General and the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, in
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coordination with the heads of other agencies as
appropriate, shall collaborate to identify and de-
velop technology for the detection of illicit
fentanyl, other synthetic opioids, and other nar-
cotics and psychoactive substances entering the
United States by mail.

(b) Outreach to private sector

The Postmaster General and the Commis-
sioner shall conduct outreach to private sector
entities to gather information regarding the
current state of technology to identify areas for
innovation relating to the detection of illicit
fentanyl, other synthetic opioids, and other nar-
cotics and psychoactive substances entering the
United States.

(Pub. L. 115-271, title VIII, §8006, Oct. 24, 2018, 132
Stat. 4080.)
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CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Synthetics Traf-
ficking and Overdose Prevention Act of 2018, also
known as the STOP Act of 2018, and also as part of the
Substance Use-Disorder Prevention that Promotes
Opioid Recovery and Treatment for Patients and Com-
munities Act, also known as the SUPPORT for Pa-
tients and Communities Act, and not as part of the
Tariff Act of 1930 which comprises this chapter.

§ 1584. Falsity or lack of manifest; penalties

(a) General rule

(1) Any master of any vessel and any person in
charge of any vehicle bound to the United
States who does not produce the manifest to the
officer (whether of the Customs Service or the
Coast Guard) demanding the same shall be liable
to a penalty of $1,000, and if any merchandise,
including sea stores, is found on board of or
after having been unladen from such vessel or
vehicle which is not included or described in
said manifest or does not agree therewith, the
master of such vessel or the person in charge of
such vehicle or the owner of such vessel or vehi-
cle or any person directly or indirectly respon-
sible for any discrepancy between the merchan-
dise and said manifest shall be liable to a pen-
alty equal to the lesser of $10,000 or the domestic
value of the merchandise so found or unladen,
and any such merchandise belonging or con-
signed to the master or other officer or to any
of the crew of such vessel, or to the owner or
person in charge of such vehicle, shall be subject
to forfeiture, and if any merchandise described
in such manifest is not found on board the vessel
or vehicle the master or other person in charge
or the owner of such vessel or vehicle or any
person directly or indirectly responsible for any
discrepancy between the merchandise and said
manifest shall be subject to a penalty of $1,000:
Provided, That if the Customs Service shall be
satisfied that the manifest was lost or mislaid
without intentional fraud, or was defaced by ac-
cident, or is incorrect by reason of clerical error
or other mistake and that no part of the mer-
chandise not found on board was unshipped or
discharged except as specified in the report of
the master, said penalties shall not be incurred.
For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘‘cler-
ical error” means a nonnegligent, inadvertent,
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