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Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 110-234 and Pub. L. 110-246 made identical
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub.
L. 110-234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L.
110-246.

AMENDMENTS

2008—Subsec. (¢)(1)(B). Pub. L. 110-246, §4002(b)(1)(E),
(2)(M), substituted ‘‘supplemental nutrition assistance
program benefits’’ for ‘‘food stamps’’.

1996—Pub. L. 104-208 reenacted section catchline
without change and amended text generally. Prior to
amendment, text read as follows:

“Whoever falsely makes, forges, counterfeits, muti-
lates, or alters the seal of any department or agency of
the United States; or

“Whoever knowingly uses, affixes, or impresses any
such fraudulently made, forged, counterfeited, muti-
lated, or altered seal to or upon any certificate, instru-
ment, commission, document, or paper, of any descrip-
tion; or

“Whoever, with fraudulent intent, possesses any such
seal, knowing the same to have been so falsely made,
forged, counterfeited, mutilated, or altered—

‘“Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not
more than five years, or both.”

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000"".

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L.
110-234 by Pub. L. 110-246 effective May 22, 2008, the
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110-234, except as other-
wise provided, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110-246, set out
as an Effective Date note under section 8701 of Title 7,
Agriculture.

Amendment by section 4002(b)(1)(E), (2)(M) of Pub. L.
110-246 effective Oct. 1, 2008, see section 4407 of Pub. L.
110-246, set out as a note under section 1161 of Title 2,
The Congress.

§507. Ship’s papers

Whoever falsely makes, forges, counterfeits, or
alters any instrument in imitation of or pur-
porting to be, an abstract or official copy or cer-
tificate of the documentation of any vessel, or a
certificate of ownership, pass, or clearance,
granted for any vessel, under the authority of
the United States, or a permit, debenture, or
other official document granted by any officer of
the customs by virtue of his office; or

Whoever utters, publishes, or passes, or at-
tempts to utter, publish, or pass, as true, any
such false, forged, counterfeited, or falsely al-
tered instrument, abstract, official copy, certifi-
cate, pass, clearance, permit, debenture, or
other official document herein specified, know-
ing the same to be false, forged, counterfeited,
or falsely altered, with an intent to defraud—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than three years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 714; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147; Pub. L. 109-304, §17(d)(2), Oct. 6,
2006, 120 Stat. 1707.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §129 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §72, 35 Stat. 1101).

The words ‘‘passport’” and ‘‘sea letter’” were omitted
as obsolete, in view of the Presidential proclamation of
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April 10, 1815, discontinuing the use of such passports
and sea letters.

Mandatory punishment provisions were rephrased in
the alternative.

Minor changes of phraseology were made.

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2006—Pub. L. 109-304 in first par. substituted ‘‘docu-
mentation of any vessel” for ‘‘recording, registry, or
enrollment of any vessel, in the office of any collector
of the customs, or a license to any vessel for carrying
on the coasting trade or fisheries of the United States”
and struck out ‘‘collector or other’ after ‘‘granted by
any” and in second par. struck out ‘license,” after
‘‘certificate,”.

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

All offices of collector of customs, comptroller of cus-
toms, surveyor of customs, and appraiser of merchan-
dise in Bureau of Customs of Department of the Treas-
ury to which appointments were required to be made by
President with advice and consent of Senate ordered
abolished, with such offices to be terminated not later
than Dec. 31, 1966, by Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1965, eff. May
25, 1965, 30 F.R. 7035, 79 Stat. 1317, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. All functions of offices eliminated were already
vested in Secretary of the Treasury by Reorg. Plan No.
26 of 1950, eff. July 31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280,
set out in the Appendix to Title 5.

§ 508. Transportation requests of Government

Whoever falsely makes, forges, or counterfeits
in whole or in part, any form or request in simil-
itude of the form or request provided by the
Government for requesting a common carrier to
furnish transportation on account of the United
States or any department or agency thereof, or
knowingly alters any form or request provided
by the Government for requesting a common
carrier to furnish transportation on account of
the United States or any department or agency
thereof; or

Whoever knowingly passes, utters, publishes,
or sells, or attempts to pass, utter, publish, or
sell, any such false, forged, counterfeited, or al-
tered form or request—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 715; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §146 (Dec. 11, 1926,
ch. 2, §1, 44 Stat. 917).

References to persons causing, procuring, aiding or
assisting were omitted as unnecessary as such persons
are made principals by section 2 of this title.

Also, in first paragraph, word ‘‘agency’” was sub-
stituted for ‘‘branch’, in view of definitions of depart-
ment and agency in section 6 of this title.

Words ‘‘upon conviction” in last paragraph were
omitted as surplusage since punishment cannot be im-
posed until a conviction is secured.

Minor changes of phraseology were also made.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000"".
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