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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 91-375 effective within 1 year
after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by the
Board of Governors of the United States Postal Service
and published by it in the Federal Register, see section
15(a) of Pub. L. 91-375, set out as an Effective Date note
preceding section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service.

§501. Postage stamps, postage meter stamps, and
postal cards

Whoever forges or counterfeits any postage
stamp, postage meter stamp, or any stamp
printed upon any stamped envelope, or postal
card, or any die, plate, or engraving thereof; or

Whoever makes or prints, or knowingly uses
or sells, or possesses with intent to use or sell,
any such forged or counterfeited postage stamp,
postage meter stamp, stamped envelope, postal
card, die, plate, or engraving; or

Whoever makes, or knowingly uses or sells, or
possesses with intent to use or sell, any paper
bearing the watermark of any stamped envelope,
or postal card, or any fraudulent imitation
thereof; or

Whoever makes or prints, or authorizes to be
made or printed, any postage stamp, postage
meter stamp, stamped envelope, or postal card,
of the kind authorized and provided by the Post
Office Department or by the Postal Service,
without the special authority and direction of
the Department or Postal Service; or

Whoever after such postage stamp, postage
meter stamp, stamped envelope, or postal card
has been printed, with intent to defraud, deliv-
ers the same to any person not authorized by an
instrument in writing, duly executed under the
hand of the Postmaster General and the seal of
the Post Office Department or the Postal Serv-
ice, to receive it—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than five years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 713; Pub. L. 91-375,
§6(j)(6), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 777; Pub. L. 91-448,
§1(a), Oct. 14, 1970, 84 Stat. 920; Pub. L. 103-322,
title XXXIII, §330016(1)(G), Sept. 13, 1994, 108
Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §348 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §219, 35 Stat. 1132).

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omit-
ted as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘“‘principal”’
in section 2 of this title.

Minor changes of phraseology were made.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $500°° in last par.

1970—Pub. L. 91-448 inserted references to the Postal
Service and to postage meter stamps. Pub. L. 91-448,
§1(b), repealed section 6(j)(6) of the Postal Reorganiza-
tion Act, Pub. L. 91-375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 719, by
which the references to the Postal Service had been in-
serted earlier.

Pub. L. 91-375 inserted ‘‘or by the Postal Service,”
after ‘‘Post Office Department,” and substituted ‘‘the
Department or Postal Service” for ‘‘said department”
in fourth par. and struck out the comma after
“‘stamped envelope” and ‘“‘to defraud’” and inserted ‘‘or
the Postal Service” after ‘‘Post Office Department’ in
fifth par.

TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

§504

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME
Post Office Department redesignated United States
Postal Service pursuant to Pub. L. 91-375, §6(0), Aug. 12,

1970, 84 Stat. 733, set out as a note preceding section 101
of Title 39, Postal Service.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 91-375 effective within 1 year
after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by
Board of Governors of United States Postal Service and
published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of
Pub. L. 91-375, set out as an Effective Date note pre-
ceding section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service.

§ 502. Postage and revenue stamps of foreign gov-
ernments

Whoever forges, or counterfeits, or knowingly
utters or uses any forged or counterfeit postage
stamp or revenue stamp of any foreign govern-
ment, shall be fined under this title or impris-
oned not more than five years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 713; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(G), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §349 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §220, 35 Stat. 1132; May 26, 1926, ch. 396, 44 Stat.
653).

A paragraph defining ‘‘foreign government’’ was com-
bined with other like provisions to form section 11 of
this title. A proviso against repeal, ‘“‘Provided, how-
ever, That nothing in this section shall be held to re-
peal or modify section 350 of this title [now section 504
of this title]”’, was deleted as unnecessary since that
section by express reference to this one makes it clear
that these sections are in pari materia.

Minor changes in phraseology were also made.

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $500°.

§503. Postmarking stamps

Whoever forges or counterfeits any
postmarking stamp, or impression thereof with
intent to make it appear that such impression is
a genuine postmark, or makes or knowingly
uses or sells, or possesses with intent to use or
sell, any forged or counterfeited postmarking
stamp, die, plate, or engraving, or such impres-
sion thereof, shall be fined under this title or
imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 713; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §349a (Aug. 26, 1935,
ch. 692, 49 Stat. 866).
Minor changes in phraseology were made.

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS
1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000"".

§504. Printing and filming of United States and
foreign obligations and securities

Notwithstanding any other provision of this
chapter, the following are permitted:
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