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with the consent of the appointing court and the 
court in the other district. The appointing court 
may, for cause, remove a probation officer ap-
pointed to serve with compensation, and may, in 
its discretion, remove a probation officer ap-
pointed to serve without compensation. 

(b) RECORD OF APPOINTMENT.—The order of ap-
pointment shall be entered on the records of the 
court, a copy of the order shall be delivered to 
the officer appointed, and a copy shall be sent to 
the Director of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts. 

(c) CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER.—If the court ap-
points more than one probation officer, one may 
be designated by the court as chief probation of-
ficer and shall direct the work of all probation 
officers serving in the judicial district. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 212(a)(2), Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 2001; amended Pub. L. 114–113, div. 
E, title III, § 307, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 Stat. 2443.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 114–113 inserted ‘‘A person 

appointed as a probation officer in one district may 

serve in another district with the consent of the ap-

pointing court and the court in the other district.’’ 

after first sentence and ‘‘appointing’’ before ‘‘court 

may, for cause, remove’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Nov. 1, 1987, and applicable only to 

offenses committed after the taking effect of this sec-

tion, see section 235(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as a 

note under section 3551 of this title. 

§ 3603. Duties of probation officers 

A probation officer shall—
(1) instruct a probationer or a person on su-

pervised release, who is under his supervision, 
as to the conditions specified by the sen-
tencing court, and provide him with a written 
statement clearly setting forth all such condi-
tions; 

(2) keep informed, to the degree required by 
the conditions specified by the sentencing 
court, as to the conduct and condition of a 
probationer or a person on supervised release, 
who is under his supervision, and report his 
conduct and condition to the sentencing court; 

(3) use all suitable methods, not inconsistent 
with the conditions specified by the court, to 
aid a probationer or a person on supervised re-
lease who is under his supervision, and to 
bring about improvements in his conduct and 
condition; 

(4) be responsible for the supervision of any 
probationer or a person on supervised release 
who is known to be within the judicial dis-
trict; 

(5) keep a record of his work, and make such 
reports to the Director of the Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts as the Di-
rector may require; 

(6) upon request of the Attorney General or 
his designee, assist in the supervision of and 
furnish information about, a person within the 
custody of the Attorney General while on 

work release, furlough, or other authorized re-
lease from his regular place of confinement, or 
while in prerelease custody pursuant to the 
provisions of section 3624(c); 

(7) keep informed concerning the conduct, 
condition, and compliance with any condition 
of probation, including the payment of a fine 
or restitution of each probationer under his 
supervision and report thereon to the court 
placing such person on probation and report to 
the court any failure of a probationer under 
his supervision to pay a fine in default within 
thirty days after notification that it is in de-
fault so that the court may determine whether 
probation should be revoked; 

(8)(A) when directed by the court, and to the 
degree required by the regimen of care or 
treatment ordered by the court as a condition 
of release, keep informed as to the conduct 
and provide supervision of a person condi-
tionally released under the provisions of sec-
tion 4243, 4246, or 4248 of this title, and report 
such person’s conduct and condition to the 
court ordering release and to the Attorney 
General or his designee; and 

(B) immediately report any violation of the 
conditions of release to the court and the At-
torney General or his designee; 

(9) if approved by the district court, be au-
thorized to carry firearms under such rules 
and regulations as the Director of the Admin-
istrative Office of the United States Courts 
may prescribe; and 

(10) perform any other duty that the court 
may designate. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 212(a)(2), Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 2002; amended Pub. L. 99–646, § 15(a), 
Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3595; Pub. L. 102–572, title 
VII, § 701(a), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4514; Pub. L. 
104–317, title I, § 101(a), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3848; Pub. L. 115–391, title VI, § 609(a), Dec. 21, 
2018, 132 Stat. 5245.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Par. (8)(A). Pub. L. 115–391 substituted ‘‘, 4246, 

or 4248’’ for ‘‘or 4246’’. 
1996—Pars. (9), (10). Pub. L. 104–317 added par. (9) and 

redesignated former par. (9) as (10). 
1992—Pars. (8), (9). Pub. L. 102–572 added par. (8) and 

redesignated former par. (8) as (9). 
1986—Pub. L. 99–646 redesignated pars. (a) to (h) as (1) 

to (8), respectively, and in par. (6) substituted ‘‘assist in 

the supervision of’’ for ‘‘supervise’’ and inserted a 

comma after ‘‘about’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Jan. 1, 1993, 

see section 1101 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 

under section 905 of Title 2, The Congress. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–646, § 15(b), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3595, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this section 

[amending this section] shall take effect on the date of 

the taking effect of section 3603 of title 18, United 

States Code [Nov. 1, 1987].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Nov. 1, 1987, and applicable only to 

offenses committed after the taking effect of this sec-
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tion, see section 235(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as a 

note under section 3551 of this title. 

§ 3604. Transportation of a probationer 

A court, after imposing a sentence of proba-
tion, may direct a United States marshal to fur-
nish the probationer with—

(a) transportation to the place to which he is 
required to proceed as a condition of his pro-
bation; and 

(b) money, not to exceed such amount as the 
Attorney General may prescribe, for subsist-
ence expenses while traveling to his destina-
tion. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 212(a)(2), Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 2002.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Nov. 1, 1987, and applicable only to 

offenses committed after the taking effect of this sec-

tion, see section 235(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as a 

note under section 3551 of this title. 

§ 3605. Transfer of jurisdiction over a proba-
tioner 

A court, after imposing a sentence, may trans-
fer jurisdiction over a probationer or person on 
supervised release to the district court for any 
other district to which the person is required to 
proceed as a condition of his probation or re-
lease, or is permitted to proceed, with the con-
currence of such court. A later transfer of juris-
diction may be made in the same manner. A 
court to which jurisdiction is transferred under 
this section is authorized to exercise all powers 
over the probationer or releasee that are per-
mitted by this subchapter or subchapter B or D 
of chapter 227. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 212(a)(2), Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 2003.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Nov. 1, 1987, and applicable only to 

offenses committed after the taking effect of this sec-

tion, see section 235(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as a 

note under section 3551 of this title. 

§ 3606. Arrest and return of a probationer 

If there is probable cause to believe that a pro-
bationer or a person on supervised release has 
violated a condition of his probation or release, 
he may be arrested, and, upon arrest, shall be 
taken without unnecessary delay before the 
court having jurisdiction over him. A probation 
officer may make such an arrest wherever the 
probationer or releasee is found, and may make 
the arrest without a warrant. The court having 
supervision of the probationer or releasee, or, if 
there is no such court, the court last having su-
pervision of the probationer or releasee, may 
issue a warrant for the arrest of a probationer or 
releasee for violation of a condition of release, 
and a probation officer or United States marshal 
may execute the warrant in the district in which 
the warrant was issued or in any district in 
which the probationer or releasee is found. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 212(a)(2), Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 2003.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Nov. 1, 1987, and applicable only to 

offenses committed after the taking effect of this sec-

tion, see section 235(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as a 

note under section 3551 of this title. 

§ 3607. Special probation and expungement pro-
cedures for drug possessors 

(a) PRE-JUDGMENT PROBATION.—If a person 
found guilty of an offense described in section 
404 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 
844)—

(1) has not, prior to the commission of such 
offense, been convicted of violating a Federal 
or State law relating to controlled substances; 
and 

(2) has not previously been the subject of a 
disposition under this subsection;

the court may, with the consent of such person, 
place him on probation for a term of not more 
than one year without entering a judgment of 
conviction. At any time before the expiration of 
the term of probation, if the person has not vio-
lated a condition of his probation, the court 
may, without entering a judgment of conviction, 
dismiss the proceedings against the person and 
discharge him from probation. At the expiration 
of the term of probation, if the person has not 
violated a condition of his probation, the court 
shall, without entering a judgment of convic-
tion, dismiss the proceedings against the person 
and discharge him from probation. If the person 
violates a condition of his probation, the court 
shall proceed in accordance with the provisions 
of section 3565. 

(b) RECORD OF DISPOSITION.—A nonpublic 
record of a disposition under subsection (a), or a 
conviction that is the subject of an 
expungement order under subsection (c), shall be 
retained by the Department of Justice solely for 
the purpose of use by the courts in determining 
in any subsequent proceeding whether a person 
qualifies for the disposition provided in sub-
section (a) or the expungement provided in sub-
section (c). A disposition under subsection (a), 
or a conviction that is the subject of an 
expungement order under subsection (c), shall 
not be considered a conviction for the purpose of 
a disqualification or a disability imposed by law 
upon conviction of a crime, or for any other pur-
pose. 

(c) EXPUNGEMENT OF RECORD OF DISPOSITION.—
If the case against a person found guilty of an 
offense under section 404 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 844) is the subject of a dis-
position under subsection (a), and the person 
was less than twenty-one years old at the time 
of the offense, the court shall enter an 
expungement order upon the application of such 
person. The expungement order shall direct that 
there be expunged from all official records, ex-
cept the nonpublic records referred to in sub-
section (b), all references to his arrest for the of-
fense, the institution of criminal proceedings 
against him, and the results thereof. The effect 
of the order shall be to restore such person, in 
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