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turned to the place of internment and there con-
fined and safely kept for such period of time as 
the official of the United States in charge shall 
direct. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 818; Pub. L. 
101–647, title XXXV, § 3571, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 
4928.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 37 (June 15, 1917, 

ch. 30, title V, § 7, 40 Stat. 223). 

Said section 37 was incorporated in this section and 

section 756 of this title. 

Minor verbal changes were made.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–647 substituted ‘‘belligerent’’ for 

‘‘beligerent’’ before ‘‘nation’’. 

[§§ 3059 to 3059B. Repealed. Pub. L. 107–273, div. 
A, title III, § 301(c)(2), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 
1781] 

Section 3059, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 818; 

Pub. L. 97–258, § 2(d)(2), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1058; Pub. 

L. 103–322, title XXV, § 250004, Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 

2086, related to rewards and appropriations therefor. 

Section 3059A, added Pub. L. 101–647, title XXV, 

§ 2587(a), Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4904; amended Pub. L. 

103–322, title XXXII, § 320607, title XXXIII, § 330010(10), 

(17), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2120, 2143, 2144; Pub. L. 

104–294, title VI, §§ 601(f)(4), 604(b)(24), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 

Stat. 3499, 3508, related to special rewards for informa-

tion relating to certain financial institution offenses. 

Section 3059B, added Pub. L. 104–132, title VIII, 

§ 815(e)(1), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1315, set forth general 

reward authority. 

§ 3060. Preliminary examination 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by this sec-
tion, a preliminary examination shall be held 
within the time set by the judge or magistrate 
judge pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, 
to determine whether there is probable cause to 
believe that an offense has been committed and 
that the arrested person has committed it. 

(b) The date for the preliminary examination 
shall be fixed by the judge or magistrate judge 
at the initial appearance of the arrested person. 
Except as provided by subsection (c) of this sec-
tion, or unless the arrested person waives the 
preliminary examination, such examination 
shall be held within a reasonable time following 
initial appearance, but in any event not later 
than—

(1) the fourteenth day following the date of 
the initial appearance of the arrested person 
before such officer if the arrested person is 
held in custody without any provision for re-
lease, or is held in custody for failure to meet 
the conditions of release imposed, or is re-
leased from custody only during specified 
hours of the day; or 

(2) the twentieth day following the date of 
the initial appearance if the arrested person is 
released from custody under any condition 
other than a condition described in paragraph 
(1) of this subsection.

(c) With the consent of the arrested person, 
the date fixed by the judge or magistrate judge 
for the preliminary examination may be a date 

later than that prescribed by subsection (b), or 
may be continued one or more times to a date 
subsequent to the date initially fixed therefor. 
In the absence of such consent of the accused, 
the judge or magistrate judge may extend the 
time limits only on a showing that extraor-
dinary circumstances exist and justice requires 
the delay. 

(d) Except as provided by subsection (e) of this 
section, an arrested person who has not been ac-
corded the preliminary examination required by 
subsection (a) within the period of time fixed by 
the judge or magistrate judge in compliance 
with subsections (b) and (c), shall be discharged 
from custody or from the requirement of bail or 
any other condition of release, without preju-
dice, however, to the institution of further 
criminal proceedings against him upon the 
charge upon which he was arrested. 

(e) No preliminary examination in compliance 
with subsection (a) of this section shall be re-
quired to be accorded an arrested person, nor 
shall such arrested person be discharged from 
custody or from the requirement of bail or any 
other condition of release pursuant to sub-
section (d), if at any time subsequent to the ini-
tial appearance of such person before a judge or 
magistrate judge and prior to the date fixed for 
the preliminary examination pursuant to sub-
sections (b) and (c) an indictment is returned or, 
in appropriate cases, an information is filed 
against such person in a court of the United 
States. 

(f) Proceedings before United States mag-
istrate judges under this section shall be taken 
down by a court reporter or recorded by suitable 
sound recording equipment. A copy of the record 
of such proceeding shall be made available at 
the expense of the United States to a person who 
makes affidavit that he is unable to pay or give 
security therefor, and the expense of such copy 
shall be paid by the Director of the Administra-
tive Office of the United States Courts. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 819; Pub. L. 90–578, 
title III, § 303(a), Oct. 17, 1968, 82 Stat. 1117; Pub. 
L. 101–650, title III, § 321, Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 
5117; Pub. L. 109–162, title XI, § 1179, Jan. 5, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3126; Pub. L. 111–16, § 3(9), May 7, 2009, 
123 Stat. 1608.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 111–16 substituted ‘‘four-

teenth day’’ for ‘‘tenth day’’. 
2006—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–162 substituted ‘‘In the 

absence of such consent of the accused, the judge or 

magistrate judge may extend the time limits only on a 

showing that extraordinary circumstances exist and 

justice requires the delay.’’ for ‘‘In the absence of such 

consent of the accused, the date fixed for the prelimi-

nary hearing may be a date later than that prescribed 

by subsection (b), or may be continued to a date subse-

quent to the date initially fixed therefor, only upon the 

order of a judge of the appropriate United States dis-

trict court after a finding that extraordinary cir-

cumstances exist, and that the delay of the preliminary 

hearing is indispensable to the interests of justice.’’
1968—Pub. L. 90–578 substituted provisions of subsecs. 

(a) to (f) of this section detailing preliminary examina-

tion content for prior provisions which directed atten-

tion to the rule in section catchline, and directed one 

to see Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, including 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘United’’.

‘‘Proceedings before commissioner, appearance, advice 

as to right to counsel, hearing, Rule 5.’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Words ‘‘magistrate judge’’ and ‘‘United States mag-

istrate judges’’ substituted for ‘‘magistrate’’ and 

‘‘United States magistrates’’, respectively, wherever 

appearing in text pursuant to section 321 of Pub. L. 

101–650, set out as a note under section 631 of Title 28, 

Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–16 effective Dec. 1, 2009, 

see section 7 of Pub. L. 111–16, set out as a note under 

section 109 of Title 11, Bankruptcy. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–578 effective Oct. 17, 1968, 

except when a later effective date is applicable, which 

is the earlier of date when implementation of amend-

ment by appointment of magistrates [now United 

States magistrate judges] and assumption of office 

takes place or third anniversary of enactment of Pub. 

L. 90–578 on Oct. 17, 1968, see section 403 of Pub. L. 

90–578, set out as a note under section 631 of Title 28, 

Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

§ 3061. Investigative powers of Postal Service 
personnel 

(a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, 
Postal Inspectors and other agents of the United 
States Postal Service designated by the Board of 
Governors to investigate criminal matters re-
lated to the Postal Service and the mails may—

(1) serve warrants and subpoenas issued 
under the authority of the United States; 

(2) make arrests without warrant for of-
fenses against the United States committed in 
their presence; 

(3) make arrests without warrant for felonies 
cognizable under the laws of the United States 
if they have reasonable grounds to believe 
that the person to be arrested has committed 
or is committing such a felony; 

(4) carry firearms; and 
(5) make seizures of property as provided by 

law.

(b) The powers granted by subsection (a) of 
this section shall be exercised only—

(1) in the enforcement of laws regarding 
property in the custody of the Postal Service, 
property of the Postal Service, the use of the 
mails, and other postal offenses; and 

(2) to the extent authorized by the Attorney 
General pursuant to agreement between the 
Attorney General and the Postal Service, in 
the enforcement of other laws of the United 
States, if the Attorney General determines 
that violations of such laws have a detri-
mental effect upon the operations of the Post-
al Service.

(c)(1) The Postal Service may employ police 
officers for duty in connection with the protec-
tion of property owned or occupied by the Postal 
Service or under the charge and control of the 
Postal Service, and persons on that property, in-
cluding duty in areas outside the property to the 
extent necessary to protect the property and 
persons on the property. 

(2) With respect to such property, such officers 
shall have the power to—

(A) enforce Federal laws and regulations for 
the protection of persons and property; 

(B) carry firearms; and 
(C) make arrests without a warrant for any 

offense against the Unites 1 States committed 
in the presence of the officer or for any felony 
cognizable under the laws of the United States 
if the officer has reasonable grounds to believe 
that the person to be arrested has committed 
or is committing a felony. 

(3) With respect to such property, such officers 
may have, to such extent as the Postal Service 
may by regulations prescribe, the power to—

(A) serve warrants and subpoenas issued 
under the authority of the United States; and 

(B) conduct investigations, on and off the 
property in question, of offenses that may 
have been committed against property owned 
or occupied by the Postal Service or persons 
on the property.

(4)(A) As to such property, the Postmaster 
General may prescribe regulations necessary for 
the protection and administration of property 
owned or occupied by the Postal Service and 
persons on the property. The regulations may 
include reasonable penalties, within the limits 
prescribed in subparagraph (B), for violations of 
the regulations. The regulations shall be posted 
and remain posted in a conspicuous place on the 
property. 

(B) A person violating a regulation prescribed 
under this subsection shall be fined under this 
title, imprisoned for not more than 30 days, or 
both. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–560, § 5(a), Oct. 12, 1968, 82 Stat. 
998; amended Pub. L. 91–375, § 6(j)(38)(A), Aug. 12, 
1970, 84 Stat. 781; Pub. L. 100–690, title VI, 
§ 6251(a), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4362; Pub. L. 
109–435, title X, § 1001, Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 
3254.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–435 added subsec. (c). 
1988—Pub. L. 100–690 substituted ‘‘Investigative pow-

ers of Postal Service personnel’’ for ‘‘Powers of postal 

personnel’’ in section catchline, and amended text gen-

erally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 
‘‘(a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, officers 

and employees of the Postal Service performing duties 

related to the inspection of postal matters may, to the 

extent authorized by the Board of Governors—
‘‘(1) serve warrants and subpenas issued under the 

authority of the United States; 
‘‘(2) make arrests without warrant for offenses 

against the United States committed in their pres-

ence; and 
‘‘(3) make arrests without warrant for felonies cog-

nizable under the laws of the United States if they 

have reasonable grounds to believe that the person to 

be arrested has committed or is committing such a 

felony. 
‘‘(b) The powers granted by subsection (a) of this sec-

tion shall be exercised only in the enforcement of laws 

regarding property of the United States in the custody 

of the Postal Service, including property of the Postal 

Service, the use of the mails, and other postal of-

fenses.’’
1970—Pub. L. 91–375, § 6(j)(38)(A)(i), substituted ‘‘post-

al personnel’’ for ‘‘postal inspectors’’ in section catch-

line. 
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