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§ 1655. Assault on commander as piracy 

Whoever, being a seaman, lays violent hands 
upon his commander, to hinder and prevent his 
fighting in defense of his vessel or the goods 
intrusted to him, is a pirate, and shall be im-
prisoned for life. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 774.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 485 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 294, 35 Stat. 1146). 
A minor verbal change was made. 

§ 1656. Conversion or surrender of vessel 

Whoever, being a captain or other officer or 
mariner of a vessel upon the high seas or on any 
other waters within the admiralty and maritime 
jurisdiction of the United States, piratically or 
feloniously runs away with such vessel, or with 
any goods or merchandise thereof, to the value 
of $50 or over; or 

Whoever yields up such vessel voluntarily to 
any pirate—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than ten years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 774; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 497 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 306, 35 Stat. 1148). 
Minor changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’’ in last par. 

§ 1657. Corruption of seamen and confederating 
with pirates 

Whoever attempts to corrupt any commander, 
master, officer, or mariner to yield up or to run 
away with any vessel, or any goods, wares, or 
merchandise, or to turn pirate or to go over to 
or confederate with pirates, or in any wise to 
trade with any pirate, knowing him to be such; 
or 

Whoever furnishes such pirate with any am-
munition, stores, or provisions of any kind; or 

Whoever fits out any vessel knowingly and, 
with a design to trade with, supply, or cor-
respond with any pirate or robber upon the seas; 
or 

Whoever consults, combines, confederates, or 
corresponds with any pirate or robber upon the 
seas, knowing him to be guilty of any piracy or 
robbery; or 

Whoever, being a seaman, confines the master 
of any vessel—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than three years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 775; Pub. L. 
101–647, title XXV, § 2527(b), Nov. 29, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4877; Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, 
§ 330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 498 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 307, 35 Stat. 1148). 

Mandatory punishment provisions were rephrased in 

the alternative. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000’’ in last par. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–647, which directed insertion of ‘‘sec-

tion 11, 12, or 13 of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act’’ 

after ‘‘consideration of any action brought under’’, 

could not be executed because the words ‘‘consideration 

of any action brought under’’ did not appear. 

§ 1658. Plunder of distressed vessel 

(a) Whoever plunders, steals, or destroys any 
money, goods, merchandise, or other effects 
from or belonging to any vessel in distress, or 
wrecked, lost, stranded, or cast away, upon the 
sea, or upon any reef, shoal, bank, or rocks of 
the sea, or in any other place within the admi-
ralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United 
States, shall be fined under this title or impris-
oned not more than ten years, or both. 

(b) Whoever willfully obstructs the escape of 
any person endeavoring to save his life from 
such vessel, or the wreck thereof; or 

Whoever holds out or shows any false light, or 
extinguishes any true light, with intent to bring 
any vessel sailing upon the sea into danger or 
distress or shipwreck—

Shall be imprisoned not less than ten years 
and may be imprisoned for life. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 775; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 488 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 297, 35 Stat. 1146). 

Mandatory punishment provision in subsection (a) 

was rephrased in the alternative. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined 

under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000’’. 

§ 1659. Attack to plunder vessel 

Whoever, upon the high seas or other waters 
within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction 
of the United States, by surprise or open force, 
maliciously attacks or sets upon any vessel be-
longing to another, with an intent unlawfully to 
plunder the same, or to despoil any owner there-
of of any moneys, goods, or merchandise laden 
on board thereof, shall be fined under this title 
or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 775; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 489 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 298, 35 Stat. 1147). 

Mandatory punishment provisions were rephrased in 

the alternative.
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