§709

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 101-318, §2(d), July 3, 1990, 104 Stat. 288, pro-
vided that:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by this sec-
tion [amending this section and section 704 of this title]
shall take effect 6 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [July 3, 1990] and shall apply to—

‘“(A) claims to original, supplementary, and re-
newal copyright received for registration, and to
items received for recordation in the Copyright Of-
fice, on or after such effective date, and

‘“(B) other requests for services received on or after
such effective date, or received before such effective
date for services not yet rendered as of such date.

‘“(2) PrRIOR cLAIMS.—Claims to original, supple-
mentary, and renewal copyright received for registra-
tion and items received for recordation in acceptable
form in the Copyright Office before the effective date
set forth in paragraph (1), and requests for services
which are rendered before such effective date shall be
governed by section 708 of title 17, United States Code,
as in effect before such effective date.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT; TRANSITIONAL
RULE

Pub. L. 97-366, §2, Oct. 25, 1982, 96 Stat. 1759, provided
that: “This Act [amending this section, section 110 of
this title, and section 3 of Title 35, Patents] shall take
effect thirty days after its enactment [Oct. 25, 1982] and
shall apply to claims to original, supplementary, and
renewal copyright received for registration in the
Copyright Office on or after the effective date. Claims
to original, supplementary, and renewal copyright re-
ceived for registration in acceptable form in the Copy-
right Office before the effective date shall be governed
by the provisions of section 708(a)(1) and (2) in effect
prior to this enactment.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 95-94, title IV, §406(b), Aug. 5, 1977, 91 Stat.
682, provided that the amendment made by section
406(b) is effective Jan. 1, 1978.

CARRY-OVER OF EXISTING FEES

Pub. L. 106-379, §3(c)(2), Oct. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 1446,
provided that: ““The fees under section 708(a) of title 17,
United States Code, on the date of the enactment of
this Act [Oct. 27, 2000] shall be the fees in effect under
section 708(a) of such title on the day before such date
of enactment.”

§709. Delay in delivery caused by disruption of
postal or other services

In any case in which the Register of Copy-
rights determines, on the basis of such evidence
as the Register may by regulation require, that
a deposit, application, fee, or any other material
to be delivered to the Copyright Office by a par-
ticular date, would have been received in the
Copyright Office in due time except for a general
disruption or suspension of postal or other
transportation or communications services, the
actual receipt of such material in the Copyright
Office within one month after the date on which
the Register determines that the disruption or
suspension of such services has terminated,
shall be considered timely.

(Pub. L. 94-553, title I, §101, Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat.
2594.)

§710. Emergency relief authority

(a) EMERGENCY ACTION.—If, on or before De-
cember 31, 2021, the Register of Copyrights de-
termines that a national emergency declared by

TITLE 17—COPYRIGHTS

Page 188

the President under the National Emergencies
Act (60 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) generally disrupts or
suspends the ordinary functioning of the copy-
right system under this title, or any component
thereof, including on a regional basis, the Reg-
ister may, on a temporary basis, toll, waive, ad-
just, or modify any timing provision (including
any deadline or effective period, except as pro-
vided in subsection (c)) or procedural provision
contained in this title or chapters II or III of
title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, for no
longer than the Register reasonably determines
to be appropriate to mitigate the impact of the
disruption caused by the national emergency. In
taking such action, the Register shall consider
the scope and severity of the particular national
emergency, and its specific effect with respect
to the particular provision, and shall tailor any
remedy accordingly.

(b) NOTICE AND EFFECT.—Any action taken by
the Register in response to a national emer-
gency pursuant to subsection (a) shall not be
subject to section 701(e) or subchapter II of
chapter 5 of title 5, United States Code, and
chapter 7 of title 5, United States Code. The pro-
vision of general public notice detailing the ac-
tion being taken by the Register in response to
the national emergency under subsection (a) is
sufficient to effectuate such action. The Reg-
ister may make such action effective both pro-
spectively and retroactively in relation to a par-
ticular provision as the Register determines to
be appropriate based on the timing, scope, and
nature of the public emergency, but any action
by the Register may only be retroactive with re-
spect to a deadline that has not already passed
before the declaration described in subsection
(a).

(c) STATEMENT REQUIRED.—Except as provided
in subsection (d), not later than 20 days after
taking any action that results in a provision
being modified for a cumulative total of longer
than 120 days, the Register shall submit to Con-
gress a statement detailing the action taken,
the relevant background, and rationale for the
action.

(d) EXCEPTIONS.—The authority of the Register
to act under subsection (a) does not extend?! pro-
visions under this title requiring the commence-
ment of an action or proceeding in Federal court
within a specified period of time, except that if
the Register adjusts the license availability date
defined in section 115(e)(15), such adjustment
shall not affect the ability to commence actions
for any claim of infringement of exclusive rights
provided by paragraphs (1) and (3) of section 106
against a digital music provider arising from the
unauthorized reproduction or distribution of a
musical work by such digital music provider in
the course of engaging in covered activities that
accrued after January 1, 2018, provided that such
action is commenced within the time periods
prescribed under section 115(d)(10)(C)(i) or
115(d)(10)(C)(ii) as calculated from the adjusted
license availability date. If the Register adjusts
the license availability date, the Register must
provide the statement to Congress under sub-
section (c) at the same time as the public notice
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