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(2) Public availability 

The Secretary concerned shall make each 
good neighbor agreement available to the pub-
lic. 

(3) Financial and technical assistance 

(A) In general 

The Secretary concerned may provide fi-
nancial or technical assistance to a Gov-
ernor, Indian Tribe, or county carrying out 
authorized recreation services. 

(B) Omitted 

(4) Retention of NEPA responsibilities 

Any decision required to be made under the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) with respect to any author-
ized recreation services to be provided under 
this section on Federal land shall not be dele-
gated to a Governor, Indian Tribe, or county. 

(Pub. L. 118–234, title III, § 351, Jan. 4, 2025, 138 
Stat. 2915.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in subsecs. (a)(5) and 
(b)(1), was in the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title III 
of Pub. L. 118–234, Jan. 4, 2025, 138 Stat. 2891, which is 
classified principally to this subchapter. For complete 
classification of title III to the Code, see Tables. 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, re-
ferred to in subsec. (b)(4), is Pub. L. 91–190, Jan. 1, 1970, 
83 Stat. 852, which is classified generally to chapter 55 
(§ 4321 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 4321 of 
Title 42 and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 351 of Pub. L. 
118–234. Subsec. (b)(3)(B) of section 351 of Pub. 
L. 118–234 amended section 2113a of this title. 

§ 8572. Permit relief for picnic areas 

(a) In general 

If the Secretary concerned does not require 
the public to obtain a permit or reservation to 
access a picnic area on Federal recreational 
lands and waters administered by the Forest 
Service or the Bureau of Land Management, the 
Secretary concerned shall not require a covered 
person to obtain a permit solely to access the 
picnic area. 

(b) Covered person defined 

In this section, the term ‘‘covered person’’ 
means a person (including an educational group) 
that provides outfitting and guiding services to 
fewer than 40 customers per year at a picnic 
area described in subsection (a). 

(Pub. L. 118–234, title III, § 352, Jan. 4, 2025, 138 
Stat. 2916.) 

§ 8573. Interagency report on special recreation 
permits for underserved communities 

(a) Covered community defined 

In this section, the term ‘‘covered commu-
nity’’ means a rural or urban community, in-
cluding an Indian Tribe, that is—

(1) low-income or underserved; and 
(2) has been underrepresented in outdoor 

recreation opportunities on Federal rec-
reational lands and waters. 

(b) Report 

Not later than 3 years after January 4, 2025, 
the Secretaries, acting jointly, shall submit to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate and the Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representa-
tives a report that describes—

(1) the estimated use of special recreation 
permits serving covered communities; 

(2) examples of special recreation permits, 
partnerships, cooperative agreements, or other 
arrangements providing access to Federal rec-
reational lands and waters for covered commu-
nities; 

(3) other ways covered communities are en-
gaging on Federal recreational lands and wa-
ters, including through stewardship and con-
servation projects or activities; 

(4) any barriers for existing or prospective 
recreation service providers and holders of 
commercial use authorizations operating 
within or serving a covered community; and 

(5) any recommendations to facilitate and 
increase permitted access to Federal rec-
reational lands and waters for covered commu-
nities. 

(Pub. L. 118–234, title III, § 353, Jan. 4, 2025, 138 
Stat. 2917.) 

§ 8574. Savings provision 

No additional Federal funds are authorized to 
carry out the requirements of this Act and the 
activities authorized by this Act are subject to 
the availability of appropriations made in ad-
vance for such purposes. 

(Pub. L. 118–234, title III, § 355, Jan. 4, 2025, 138 
Stat. 2917.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 118–234, Jan. 
4, 2025, 138 Stat. 2836, known as the Expanding Public 
Lands Outdoor Recreation Experiences Act and also as 
the EXPLORE Act, which enacted this chapter and en-
acted, amended, and repealed numerous other sections 
and notes in the Code. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 8401 of this title and Tables.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-09-24T17:08:42-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




