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gratory birds included in the terms of the con-
vention between the United States and Great
Britain for the protection of migratory birds,
concluded August 16, 1916, and (b) to such extent
as the Secretary of the Interior may by regula-
tions prescribe, as a refuge and breeding place
for other wild birds, game animals, fur-bearing
animals, and for the conservation of wild flowers
and aquatic plants, and (c¢) to such extent as the
Secretary of the Interior may by regulations
prescribe as a refuge and breeding place for fish
and other aquatic animal life.

(June 7, 1924, ch. 346, §3, 43 Stat. 650; 1939 Reorg.
Plan No. II, §4(e), (), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731,
53 Stat. 1433.)

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Reorg. Plan No. IIT of 1940, §3, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R.
2108, 54 Stat. 1232, set out in the Appendix to Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees, consolidated
Bureau of Fisheries and Bureau of Biological Survey
into one agency in Department of the Interior to be
known as Fish and Wildlife Service.

Reorg. Plan No. IT of 1939, set out in the Appendix to
Title 5, transferred Bureau of Fisheries in Department
of Commerce and its functions to Department of the In-
terior; transferred functions of Secretary of Commerce
relating to protection of fur-bearing animals to Sec-
retary of the Interior; and transferred functions of Sec-
retary of Agriculture relating to conservation of wild-
life, game, and migratory birds to Secretary of the In-
terior.

§724. Consent of States to acquisition; existing
rights-of-way, easements, etc.

(a) No such area shall be acquired by the Sec-
retary of the Interior until the legislature of
each State in which is situated any part of the
areas to be acquired under this chapter has con-
sented to the acquisition of such part by the
United States for the purposes of this chapter,
and, except in the case of a lease, no payment
shall be made by the United States for any such
area until title thereto is satisfactory to the At-
torney General and is vested in the United
States.

(b) The existence of a right of way, easement,
or other reservation or exception in respect of
such area shall not be a bar to its acquisition (1)
if the Secretary of the Interior determines that
any such reservation or exception will in no
manner interfere with the use of the area for the
purposes of this chapter, or (2) if in the deed or
other conveyance it is stipulated that any res-
ervation or exception in respect of such area, in
favor of the person from whom the United
States receives title, shall be subject to regula-
tions prescribed under authority of this chapter.

(June 7, 1924, ch. 346, §4, 43 Stat. 650; 1939 Reorg.
Plan No. II, §4(f), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53
Stat. 1433.)

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Transfer of functions of Secretary of Agriculture to
Secretary of the Interior by Reorg. Plan No. II of 1939,
see Transfer of Functions note set out under section 723
of this title.

TITLE 16—CONSERVATION

§726

§725. Regulations, etc., by Secretary of the Inte-
rior

Except where it is specifically provided other-
wise, the Secretary of the Interior shall pre-
scribe such regulations, exercise such functions,
and perform such duties as may be necessary to
carry out the purposes of this chapter.

(June 7, 1924, ch. 346, §5, 43 Stat. 651; 1939 Reorg.
Plan No. II, §4(e), (f), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731,
53 Stat. 1433.)

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Enforcement functions of Secretary or other official
in Department of the Interior related to compliance
with approval to cross national wildlife refuges under
this chapter with respect to pre-construction, construc-
tion, and initial operation of transportation system for
Canadian and Alaskan natural gas transferred to Fed-
eral Inspector, Office of Federal Inspector for Alaska
Natural Gas Transportation System, until first anni-
versary of date of initial operation of Alaska Natural
Gas Transportation System, see Reorg. Plan No. 1 of
1979, §§102(e), 203(a), 44 F.R. 33663, 33666, 93 Stat. 1373,
1376, effective July 1, 1979, set out in the Appendix to
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. Of-
fice of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas
Transportation System abolished and functions and au-
thority vested in Inspector transferred to Secretary of
Energy by section 3012(b) of Pub. L. 102-486, set out as
an Abolition of Office of Federal Inspector note under
section 719e of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. Func-
tions and authority vested in Secretary of Energy sub-
sequently transferred to Federal Coordinator for Alas-
ka Natural Gas Transportation Projects by section
720d(f) of Title 15.

Transfer of functions of Secretary of Agriculture and
Secretary of Commerce to Secretary of the Interior by
Reorg. Plan No. II of 1939, see Transfer of Functions
note set out under section 723 of this title.

§726. Acts prohibited in refuge; commercial fish-
ing

No person shall, except in accordance with
regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the
Interior in respect of wild birds, game animals,
fur-bearing animals, wild flowers, and aquatic
plants, or in respect of fish and other aquatic-
animal life—

(a) Enter the refuge for any purpose; or

(b) Disturb, injure, kill, or remove, or attempt
to disturb, injure, kill, or remove any wild bird,
game animal, fur-bearing animal, fish, or other
aquatic-animal life, on the refuge; or

(c) Remove from the refuge, or injure or de-
stroy thereon any flower, plant, tree, or other
natural growth, or the nest or egg of any wild
bird; or

(d) Injure or destroy any notice, sign board,
fence, building, or other property of the United
States thereon.

Commercial fishing may, however, be con-
ducted in the waters of this refuge under regula-
tion by the Secretary of the Interior.

(June 7, 1924, ch. 346, §§6, 7, 43 Stat. 651; 1939
Reorg. Plan No. II, §4(e), (f), eff. July 1, 1939, 4
F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1433.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section is a combination of sections 6 and 7 of act
June 7, 1924, the last sentence only being from section
7.
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