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(Pub. L. 101–624, title XII, § 1232, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3543; Pub. L. 115–334, title VIII, § 8708, Dec. 
20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4882.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Forest Steward-
ship Act of 1990 and as part of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990, and not as part of 
the McIntire-Stennis Act of 1962 which comprises this 
subchapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–334, § 8708(1), inserted 
‘‘or forest restoration’’ after ‘‘research’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 115–334, § 8708(2), amended subsec. 
(c) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) related 
to applicant priority based on use of grants for certain 
research areas.

SUBCHAPTER IV—SUSTAINED-YIELD 
FOREST MANAGEMENT 

§ 583. Establishment of sustained-yield units to 
stabilize forest industries, employment, com-
munities and taxable wealth 

In order to promote the stability of forest in-
dustries, of employment, of communities, and of 
taxable forest wealth, through continuous sup-
plies of timber; in order to provide for a contin-
uous and ample supply of forest products; and in 
order to secure the benefits of forests in mainte-
nance of water supply, regulation of stream 
flow, prevention of soil erosion, amelioration of 
climate, and preservation of wildlife, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the 
Interior are severally authorized to establish by 
formal declaration, when in their respective 
judgments such action would be in the public in-
terest, cooperative sustained-yield units which 
shall consist of federally owned or administered 
forest land under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary establishing the unit and, in addition 
thereto, land which reasonably may be expected 
to be made the subject of one or more of the co-
operative agreements with private landowners 
authorized by section 583a of this title. 

(Mar. 29, 1944, ch. 146, § 1, 58 Stat. 132.) 

§ 583a. Cooperative agreements with private 
owners; privileges of private owners; rec-
ordation of agreements 

The Secretary of Agriculture, with respect to 
forest land under his jurisdiction, and the Sec-
retary of the Interior, with respect to forest 
land under his jurisdiction, are severally author-
ized, for the purposes specified in section 583 of 
this title, to enter into cooperative agreements 
with private owners of forest land within a coop-
erative sustained-yield unit, established pursu-
ant to said section, providing for the coordi-
nated management of such private forest land 
and of federally owned or administered forest 
lands within the sustained-yield unit involved. 
Each cooperative agreement may give the co-
operating private landowner the privilege of 
purchasing without competitive bidding at 
prices not less than their appraised value, sub-
ject to periodic readjustments of stumpage rates 
and to such other conditions and requirements 

as the Secretary may prescribe, timber and 
other forest products from federally owned or 
administered forest land within the unit, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of sustained-yield 
management plans formulated or approved by 
the Secretary for the unit; shall limit the time, 
rate, and method of cutting or otherwise har-
vesting timber and other forest products from 
the land of the cooperating private landowner, 
due consideration being given to the character 
and condition of the timber, to the relation of 
the proposed cutting to the sustained-yield plan 
for the unit, and to the productive capacity of 
the land; shall prescribe the terms and condi-
tions, but not the price, upon which the cooper-
ating private landowner may sell to any person 
timber and other forest products from his land, 
compliance by the purchaser with such condi-
tions to be required by the contract of sale; 
shall contain such provisions as the Secretary 
deems necessary to protect the reasonable inter-
est of other owners of forest land within the 
unit; and shall contain such other provisions as 
the Secretary believes necessary to carry out 
the purposes of this subchapter. 

Each cooperative agreement shall be placed on 
record in the county or counties in which the 
lands of the cooperating private landowner cov-
ered thereby are located, and the costs incident 
to such recordation may be paid out of any 
funds available for the protection or manage-
ment of federally owned or administered forest 
land within the unit. When thus recorded, the 
agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, suc-
cessors, and assigns of the owner of such land, 
and upon purchasers of timber or other forest 
products from such land, throughout the life of 
such cooperative agreement. 

(Mar. 29, 1944, ch. 146, § 2, 58 Stat. 132.) 

§ 583b. Establishment of sustained-yield units to 
stabilize sale of timber and forest products 

The Secretary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary of the Interior are further severally au-
thorized, whenever in their respective judg-
ments the maintenance of a stable community 
or communities is primarily dependent upon the 
sale of timber or other forest products from fed-
erally owned or administered forest land and 
such maintenance cannot effectively be secured 
by following the usual procedures in selling such 
timber or other forest products, to establish by 
formal declaration for the purpose of maintain-
ing the stability of such community or commu-
nities a sustained-yield unit consisting of forest 
land under the jurisdiction of the Secretary es-
tablishing such unit, to determine and define 
the boundaries of the community or commu-
nities for whose benefit such unit is created, and 
to sell, subject to such conditions and require-
ments as the Secretary believes necessary, fed-
erally owned or administered timber and other 
forest products from such unit without competi-
tive bidding at prices not less than their ap-
praised values, to responsible purchasers within 
such community or communities. 

(Mar. 29, 1944, ch. 146, § 3, 58 Stat. 133.) 
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