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July 22, 1942, ch. 516, 56 Stat. 680. 
July 1, 1941, ch. 267, 55 Stat. 422. 
June 25, 1940, ch. 421, 54 Stat. 546. 

§ 579a. Operation of aerial facilities and services 

The Forest Service by contract or otherwise 
may provide for procurement and operation of 
aerial facilities and services for the protection 
and management of the national forests and 
other lands administered by it, including the 
furnishing, at the airbase, of facilities, equip-
ment, materials and the preparation, mixing 
and loading into aircraft, with authority to 
renew any contract for such purpose annually, 
not more than twice, without additional adver-
tising. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title II, § 205, 58 Stat. 736; 
Apr. 24, 1950, ch. 97, § 4, 64 Stat. 83; Pub. L. 91–435, 
Oct. 6, 1970, 84 Stat. 888.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as a part of the Department of 
Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Pub. L. 91–435 authorized the Forest Service to 
extend aerial facilities and services for the protection 
and management of other lands administered by the 
Service and to procure, at the airbase, facilities, equip-
ment, materials and the preparation, mixing and load-
ing into aircraft. 

1950—Act Apr. 24, 1950, amended section to provide for 
aerial facilities and services for the protection and 
management of our national forests. 

§ 579b. Working capital fund; establishment; 
availability; transfer; capitalization; advance 
payments credited 

There is established a working capital fund 
which shall be available without fiscal year lim-
itation for expenses necessary, including the 
purchase or construction of buildings and im-
provements within the limitations thereon set 
forth in the appropriations for the Forest Serv-
ice, for furnishing supply and equipment serv-
ices in support of programs of the Forest Serv-
ice. The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized 
to transfer to the fund, without reimbursement, 
and to capitalize in the fund at fair and reason-
able values, such receivables, inventories, equip-
ment, and other assets as he may determine, and 
assume the liabilities in connection with such 
assets: Provided, That the fund shall be credited 
with advance payments in connection with firm 
orders and reimbursements from appropriations 
and funds of the Forest Service, other depart-
mental and Federal agencies, and from other 
sources, as authorized by law, at rates approxi-
mately equal to the cost of furnishing the facili-
ties and service. 

(Aug. 3, 1956, ch. 950, § 13, 70 Stat. 1034; Pub. L. 
87–869, § 10, Oct. 23, 1962, 76 Stat. 1157.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1962—Pub. L. 87–869 struck out the $25,000,000 limita-
tion on amount of capitalization in Forest Service 
working capital fund. 

§ 579c. Availability of funds received from forfeit-
ures, judgments, compromises, or settlements 

Any moneys received by the United States 
with respect to lands under the administration 
of the Forest Service (1) as a result of the for-
feiture of a bond or deposit by a permittee or 
timber purchaser for failure to complete per-
formance of improvement, protection, or reha-
bilitation work required under the permit or 
timber sale contract or (2) as a result of a judg-
ment, compromise, or settlement of any claim, 
involving present or potential damage to lands 
or improvements, shall be covered into the 
Treasury and are hereby appropriated and made 
available until expended to cover the cost to the 
United States of any improvement, protection, 
or rehabilitation work on lands under the ad-
ministration of the Forest Service rendered nec-
essary by the action which led to the forfeiture, 
judgment, compromise, or settlement: Provided, 
That any portion of the moneys so received in 
excess of the amount expended in performing 
the work necessitated by the action which led to 
their receipt shall be transferred to miscella-
neous receipts. 

(Pub. L. 85–464, § 7, June 20, 1958, 72 Stat. 217.) 

§ 579c–1. Forest Service interest bearing account 

(a) Investment authority 

Any monies covered into the Treasury under 
section 579c of this title, including all monies 
that were previously collected by the United 
States in a forfeiture, judgment, compromise, or 
settlement, shall be invested by the Secretary of 
the Treasury in interest bearing obligations of 
the United States to the extent the amounts are 
not, in the judgment of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, required to meet current withdrawals. 

(b) Availability of funds 

Any interest earned under subsection (a) shall 
be available in the same manner as the monies 
covered into the Treasury under section 579c of 
this title to cover the costs to the United States 
specified in section 579c of this title. 

(c) Use of funds 

Any portion of the monies received or earned 
under subsection (a) in excess of the amount ex-
pended in performing the work necessitated by 
the action which led to their receipt may be 
used to cover the other work specified in section 
579c of this title. 

(d) Effective date 

This section shall apply with respect to fiscal 
year 2023 and each succeeding fiscal year. 

(Pub. L. 117–328, div. G, title IV, § 441, Dec. 29, 
2022, 136 Stat. 4832.) 

§ 579d. Indirect expenditures; future budget jus-
tifications 

The Forest Service shall implement and ad-
here to the definitions of indirect expenditures 
established pursuant to Public Law 105–277 on a 
nationwide basis without flexibility for modi-
fication by any organizational level except the 
Washington Office, and when changed by the 
Washington Office, such changes in definition 
shall be reported in budget requests submitted 
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by the Forest Service: Provided further, That the 
Forest Service shall provide in all future budget 
justifications, planned indirect expenditures in 
accordance with the definitions, summarized 
and displayed to the Regional, Station, Area, 
and detached unit office level. The justification 
shall display the estimated source and amount 
of indirect expenditures, by expanded budget 
line item, of funds in the agency’s annual budget 
justification. The display shall include appro-
priated funds and the Knutson-Vandenberg, 
Brush Disposal, Cooperative Work-Other, and 
Salvage Sale funds. Changes between estimated 
and actual indirect expenditures shall be re-
ported in subsequent budget justifications. 

(Pub. L. 107–63, title II, Nov. 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 
452.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Public Law 105–277, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 
105–277, Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681, known as the Omni-
bus Consolidated and Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 1999. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the Department of the Interior and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
the following prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 106–291, title II, Oct. 11, 2000, 114 Stat. 973. 
Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(3) [title II], Nov. 29, 

1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 1501A–178.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

DEFINITIONS OF INDIRECT EXPENDITURES 

Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(e) [title II], Oct. 21, 1998, 
112 Stat. 2681–231, 2681–274, provided in part: ‘‘That not 
later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act [Oct. 21, 1998], the Forest Service shall provide, 
to the Committees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and Senate, proposed definitions, 
which are consistent with Federal Accounting Stand-
ards Advisory Board standards, to be used with the fis-
cal year 2000 budget, for indirect expenditures: Provided 

further, That the Forest Service shall implement and 
adhere to the definitions on a nationwide basis without 
flexibility for modification by any organizational level 
except the Washington Office, and when changed by the 
Washington Office, such changes in definition shall be 
reported in budget requests submitted by the Forest 
Service: Provided further, That the Forest Service shall 
provide in the fiscal year 2000 budget justification, 
planned indirect expenditures in accordance with the 
definitions, summarized and displayed to the Regional, 
Station, Area, and detached unit office level. The jus-
tification shall display the estimated source and 
amount of indirect expenditures, by expanded budget 
line item, of funds in the agency’s annual budget jus-
tification. The display shall include appropriated funds 
and the Knutson-Vandenberg, Brush Disposal, Coopera-
tive Work-Other, and Salvage Sale funds. Changes be-
tween estimated and actual indirect expenditures shall 
be reported in subsequent budget justifications’’. 

§ 579e. Forest service budget restructure 

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture shall estab-
lish the ‘Forest Service Operations’ account not 
later than October 1, 2020, for the necessary ex-
penses of the Forest Service: (1) for the base sal-

ary and expenses of employees in the Chief’s Of-
fice, the Work Environment and Performance 
Office, the Business Operations Deputy Area, 
and the Chief Financial Officer’s Office to carry 
out administrative and general management 
support functions; (2) for the costs of facility 
maintenance, repairs, and leases for buildings 
and sites; (3) for the costs of utility and commu-
nication expenses, business services, and infor-
mation technology, including cybersecurity re-
quirements; and (4) for such other administra-
tive support function expenses necessary for the 
operation of the Forest Service. 

(b) Subsequent to the establishment of the ac-
count under subsection (a), the Secretary of Ag-
riculture may execute appropriations of the De-
partment for fiscal year 2021 as provided pursu-
ant to such subsection, including any continuing 
appropriations made available for fiscal year 
2021 before enactment of a regular appropria-
tions Act. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Secretary of Agriculture may transfer 
any unobligated balances made available to the 
Forest Service by this or prior appropriations 
Acts to the account established under sub-
section (a) to carry out such subsection, and 
shall notify the Committees on Appropriations 
of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
within 5 days of such transfer: Provided, That no 
amounts may be transferred from amounts that 
were made available for wildfire suppression op-
erations pursuant to section 901(b)(2)(F) of title 
2. 

(d)(1) Not later than November 1, 2020, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall establish the prelimi-
nary baseline for application of transfer authori-
ties and submit the report specified in para-
graph (2) to the Committees on Appropriations 
for the Senate and the House of Representatives. 

(2) The report required in this subsection shall 
include—

(A) a delineation of the amount and ac-
count of each transfer made pursuant to sub-
section (b) or (c); 

(B) a table for each appropriation with a 
separate column to display the fiscal year 
2020 enacted levels, adjustments made by 
Congress, adjustments due to enacted rescis-
sions, if appropriate, and adjustments made 
pursuant to the transfer authority in sub-
section (b) or (c), and the resulting fiscal 
year level; 

(C) a delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation, adjusted as described in para-
graph (2), both by budget activity and pro-
gram, project, and activity as detailed in the 
Budget Appendix; and 

(D) an identification of funds directed for a 
specific activity. 

(Pub. L. 116–94, div. D, title IV, § 435, Dec. 20, 
2019, 133 Stat. 2750.) 

§ 579f. Forest Service Nonrecurring Expenses 
Fund 

There is hereby established in the Treasury of 
the United States a fund to be known as the 
‘‘Forest Service Nonrecurring Expenses Fund’’ 
(the Fund): Provided, That unobligated balances 
of expired discretionary funds, and discretionary 
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