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tive environmental education and forest history 
materials; and to perform forestry protection, 
including fire protection, timber stand improve-
ment, debris removal, and thinning of trees. The 
Secretary may enter into aforesaid agreements 
when he determines that the public interest will 
be benefited and that there exists a mutual in-
terest other than monetary considerations. In 
such cooperative arrangements, the Secretary is 
authorized to advance or reimburse funds to co-
operators from any Forest Service appropriation 
available for similar kinds of work or by fur-
nishing or sharing materials, supplies, facilities, 
or equipment without regard to the provisions 
of section 3324(a) and (b) of title 31, relating to 
the advance of public moneys. 

(Pub. L. 94–148, § 1, Dec. 12, 1975, 89 Stat. 804.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Section 3324(a) and (b) of title 31’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘the Act of January 31, 1823 (Rev. Stat. 3648, as 
amended; 31 U.S.C. 529)’’ on authority of Pub. L. 97–258, 
§ 4(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1067, the first section of 
which enacted Title 31, Money and Finance.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

INAPPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER 63 OF TITLE 31

Chapter 63 of title 31 not applicable to an agreement 
entered into under this section, see section 1011a(d)(2) 
of this title. 

FOREST SERVICE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS 

Pub. L. 113–76, div. G, title IV, § 426, Jan. 17, 2014, 128 
Stat. 344, provided that: 

‘‘(a) AGREEMENTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of Ag-
riculture may enter into an agreement under section 1 
of Public Law 94–148 (16 U.S.C. 565a–1) with a Federal, 
tribal, State, or local government or a nonprofit entity 
for the following additional purposes: 

‘‘(1) To develop, produce, publish, distribute, or sell 
educational and interpretive materials and products. 

‘‘(2) To develop, conduct, or sell educational and in-
terpretive programs and services. 

‘‘(3) To construct, maintain, or improve facilities 
not under the jurisdiction, custody, or control of the 
Administrator of General Services on or in the vicin-
ity of National Forest System lands for the sale or 
distribution of educational and interpretive mate-
rials, products, programs, and services. 

‘‘(4) To operate facilities (including providing the 
services of Forest Service employees to staff facili-
ties) in any public or private building or on land not 
under the jurisdiction, custody, or control of the Ad-
ministrator of General Services for the sale or dis-
tribution of educational and interpretive materials, 
products, programs, and services, pertaining to Na-
tional Forest System lands, private lands, and lands 
administered by other public entities. 

‘‘(5) To sell health and safety products, visitor con-
venience items, or other similar items (as determined 
by the Secretary) in facilities not under the jurisdic-
tion, custody, or control of the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services on or in the vicinity of National Forest 
System lands. 

‘‘(6) To collect funds on behalf of cooperators from 
the sale of materials, products, programs, and serv-
ices, as authorized by a preceding paragraph, when 
the collection of such funds is incidental to other du-
ties of Forest Service employees. 
‘‘(b) TREATMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS OF VOLUNTEERS.—

The Forest Service may consider the value of services 
performed by persons who volunteer their services to 
the Forest Service and who are recruited, trained, and 

supported by a cooperator as an in-kind contribution of 
the cooperator for purposes of any cost sharing require-
ment under any Forest Service authority to enter into 
mutual benefit agreements. 

‘‘(c) DURATION.—The authority provided by sub-
sections (a) and (b) expires September 30, 2019.’’

[Pub. L. 117–328, div. G, title IV, § 425, Dec. 29, 2022, 136 
Stat. 4826, provided that: ‘‘Section 426 of division G of 
Public Law 113–76 (16 U.S.C. 565a–1 note) [set out above] 
shall be applied by substituting ‘September 30, 2023’ for 
‘September 30, 2019’.’’] 

[Similar provisions were contained in the following 
prior appropriation acts: 

[Pub. L. 117–103, div. G, title IV, § 425, Mar. 15, 2022, 136 
Stat. 415.] 

[Pub. L. 116–260, div. G, title IV, § 427, Dec. 27, 2020, 134 
Stat. 1542.] 

[Pub. L. 116–94, div. D, title IV, § 430, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 
Stat. 2749.] 

MUTUAL BENEFIT OF AGREEMENTS TO FOREST SERVICE 
AND OTHER PARTIES 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. F, title III, § 321, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 
Stat. 274, as amended by Pub. L. 109–54, title IV, § 426, 
Aug. 2, 2005, 119 Stat. 555; Pub. L. 110–161, div. F, title 
IV, § 417, Dec. 26, 2007, 121 Stat. 2149, provided that: 
‘‘Until September 30, 2010, the authority of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to enter into an agreement under 
the first section of Public Law 94–148 (16 U.S.C. 565a–1) 
for a purpose described in such section includes the au-
thority to use that legal instrument when the principal 
purpose of the resulting relationship is to the mutually 
significant benefit of the Forest Service and the other 
party or parties to the agreement, including nonprofit 
entities. An agreement entered into under this section 
shall not be subject to Public Law 95–224, Federal Grant 
and Cooperative Agreement Act (1977) [see section 6301 
et seq. of Title 31, Money and Finance].’’

Similar provisions were contained in the following 
prior appropriation act: 

Pub. L. 107–63, title III, § 328, Nov. 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 470. 

§ 565a–2. Federal employee status of cooperators 

In any agreement authorized by section 565a–1 
of this title, cooperators and their employees 
may perform cooperative work under super-
vision of the Forest Service in emergencies or 
otherwise as mutually agreed to, but shall not 
be deemed to be Federal employees other than 
for the purposes of chapter 171 of title 28 and 
chapter 81 of title 5. 

(Pub. L. 94–148, § 2, Dec. 12, 1975, 89 Stat. 804.) 

§ 565a–3. Agreements otherwise authorized by 
law 

Nothing in sections 565a–1 to 565a–3 of this 
title shall be construed as limiting or modifying 
the authority of the Secretary to enter into co-
operative agreements otherwise authorized by 
law. 

(Pub. L. 94–148, § 3, Dec. 12, 1975, 89 Stat. 804.) 

§ 565b. Transfer of fire lookout towers and other 
improvements for fire control to States, polit-
ical subdivisions or agencies; reversion 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized, 
subject to such conditions as he may prescribe, 
to transfer, without reimbursement or at such 
prices and upon such terms as he may impose, to 
States and political subdivisions or agencies 
thereof fire lookout towers and other structures 
or improvements used by the Forest Service for 
fire prevention or suppression purposes, and the 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

land used in connection therewith if such land is 
outside national forest boundaries, when they 
are no longer needed by the Forest Service for 
such purposes but are of value to the State or 
political subdivision or agency thereof in its fire 
protection system: Provided, That if any prop-
erty so transferred is not put to use for the pur-
pose for which it was transferred within two 
years from the date of transfer, or if, within fif-
teen years from the date of transfer, any such 
property should cease to be used for the purpose 
for which it was transferred for a period of two 
years, title thereto shall revert to and imme-
diately revest in the United States. 

(Pub. L. 85–464, § 5, June 20, 1958, 72 Stat. 217.) 

§ 566. Repealed. Pub. L. 95–313, § 16(a)(1), for-
merly § 13(a)(1), July 1, 1978, 92 Stat. 374; re-
numbered § 16(a)(1), Pub. L. 101–624, title XII, 
§ 1215(1), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3525

Section, acts June 7, 1924, ch. 348, § 3, 43 Stat. 653; May 
5, 1944, ch. 189, 58 Stat. 216; May 5, 1972, Pub. L. 92–288, 
§ 3(a), 86 Stat. 134, authorized expenditures by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture for study of effects of tax and 
other laws on forest perpetuation, etc.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1978, see section 17 of Pub. L. 
95–313, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
2101 of this title. 

§ 566a. Repealed. Pub. L. 92–288, § 3(b), May 5, 
1972, 86 Stat. 134

Section, act Oct. 26, 1949, ch. 735, § 1, 63 Stat. 909, pro-
vided for annual authorization of appropriations for 
carrying out sections 564, 565, and 566 of this title, with 
maximum limits for the fiscal years ending June 30, 
1950 through June 30, 1954. 

§ 566b. Annual appropriations; limitation on use 
of other funds for the purposes of sections 
564, 565, and 566 1 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
no funds heretofore or hereafter authorized to be 
appropriated to the Department of Agriculture 
or available under any other than the Act of 
June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 653), shall be used for car-
rying out the programs or activities authorized 
by sections 564, 565, and 566 1 of this title: Pro-

vided, That whenever the programs and activi-
ties being carried out under the provisions of 
sections 564, 565, and 566 1 of this title are inad-
equate to the needs and purposes of programs 
and activities authorized by other law the use of 
funds specifically authorized to be appropriated 
to the Department of Agriculture or made avail-
able under other law shall not be prohibited to 
the extent that the programs and activities 
under said sections are inadequate to accom-
plish the purposes of such other programs or ac-
tivities. 

(Oct. 26, 1949, ch. 735, § 4, 63 Stat. 910.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June 7, 1924, referred to in text, is act June 7, 
1924, ch. 348, 43 Stat. 653, which is classified to sections 

471, 499, 505, 515, 564, 565, 566, 567, 568, 569, and 570 of this 
title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Tables. 

Sections 564, 565, and 566 of this title, referred to in 
text, were repealed by Pub. L. 95–313, § 13(a)(1), July 1, 
1978, 92 Stat. 374. 

§ 567. Repealed. Pub. L. 95–313, § 16(a)(1), for-
merly § 13(a)(1), July 1, 1978, 92 Stat. 374; re-
numbered § 16(a)(1), Pub. L. 101–624, title XII, 
§ 1215(1), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3525

Section, acts June 7, 1924, ch. 348, § 4, 43 Stat. 654; Oct. 
26, 1949, ch. 735, § 2, 63 Stat. 909, required cooperation be-
tween Secretary of Agriculture and States in pro-
curing, etc., forest-tree seeds and plants.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1978, see section 17 of Pub. L. 
95–313, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
2101 of this title. 

§ 567a. Cooperation by Secretary of Agriculture 
with States in acquisition and administra-
tion of State forests 

For the purpose of stimulating the acquisi-
tion, development, and proper administration 
and management of State forests and of insuring 
coordinated effort by Federal and State agencies 
in carrying out a comprehensive national pro-
gram of forest-land management, the Secretary 
of Agriculture is authorized to enter into coop-
erative agreements with appropriate officials of 
any State or States for acquiring in the name of 
the United States, by purchase or otherwise, 
such forest lands within the cooperating State 
as in his judgment the State is adequately pre-
pared to administer, develop, and manage as 
State forests in accordance with the provisions 
of sections 567a to 567c of this title and with 
such other terms not inconsistent therewith as 
he shall prescribe, such acquisition to include 
the mapping, examination, appraisal, and sur-
veying of such lands and the doing of all things 
necessary to perfect title thereto in the United 
States: Provided, That, since it is the declared 
policy of Congress to maintain and, where it is 
in the national interest to extend the national-
forest system, nothing herein shall be construed 
to modify, limit, or change in any manner what-
soever the future ownership and administration 
by the United States of existing national forests 
and related facilities, or hereafter to restrict or 
prevent their extension through the acquisition 
by purchase or otherwise of additional lands for 
any national-forest purpose: Provided further, 
That sections 567a to 567c of this title shall not 
be construed to limit or repeal any legislation 
authorizing land exchanges by the Federal Gov-
ernment, and private lands acquired by ex-
change within the limits of any area subject to 
a cooperative agreement of the character herein 
authorized shall hereafter be subject to the pro-
visions of sections 567a to 567c of this title. 

(Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 808, § 1, 49 Stat. 963.) 

§ 567b. Conditions and requirements for coopera-
tion in acquisition and management of State 
forests 

No cooperative agreement shall be entered 
into or continued in force under the authority of 
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