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104–140, § 1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1327. 

Pub. L. 103–332, title II, Sept. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 2524. 
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§ 555. Forest headquarters, ranger stations, 
dwellings, or other needed sites 

Where no suitable Government land is avail-
able for national forest headquarters, ranger 
stations, dwellings, or for other sites required 
for the effective conduct of the authorized ac-
tivities of the Forest Service, the Secretary of 
Agriculture is authorized to purchase such lands 
out of the appropriation applicable to the pur-
pose for which the land is to be used, and to ac-
cept donations of land for any national forest or 
experimental purpose: Provided, That such lands 
may be acquired subject to such reservations 
and outstanding interests as the Secretary de-
termines will not interfere with the purpose for 
which acquired: Provided further, That not to ex-
ceed $50,000 may be expended in any one fiscal 
year pursuant to this authority. 

(Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 457, § 5, 43 Stat. 1133; Apr. 24, 
1950, ch. 97, § 13, 64 Stat. 86; Pub. L. 85–464, § 9, 
June 20, 1958, 72 Stat. 218.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1958—Pub. L. 85–464 substituted ‘‘$50,000’’ for 
‘‘$25,000’’. 

1950—Act Apr. 24, 1950, applied section to dwellings or 
other needed sites and inserted provisos. 

§ 555a. Exchange of lands 

Where lands under the jurisdiction of the For-
est Service have been acquired and are being ad-
ministered under laws which contain no provi-
sion for their exchange, the Secretary of Agri-
culture may convey such lands and in exchange 
therefor may accept on behalf of the United 
States title to any lands which in his opinion 
are suitable for use in connection with activities 
of the Forest Service. The value of the lands so 
conveyed by the Secretary of Agriculture shall 
not exceed the value of the lands accepted by 
him. 

(Pub. L. 87–869, § 1, Oct. 23, 1962, 76 Stat. 1157.) 

§ 555b. Street improvements; availability of For-
est Service funds 

Funds available to the Forest Service shall be 
available for expenses of, or payment of assess-
ment for, construction of sidewalks, curbs, or 
street paving along the boundary of Govern-
ment-owned residential or otherwise improved 
lots. 

(Pub. L. 87–869, § 9, Oct. 23, 1962, 76 Stat. 1157.) 

§ 556. Appropriations for Forest Service; use for 
transportation or traveling expenses; prepa-
ration or publication of newspaper or maga-
zine articles 

No part of any funds appropriated for the For-
est Service shall be used to pay the transpor-

tation or traveling expenses of any forest officer 
or agent except he be traveling on business di-
rectly connected with the Forest Service and in 
furtherance of the works, aims, and objects 
specified and authorized by law; nor shall any 
such funds be paid or used for the purpose of 
paying for, in whole or in part, the preparation 
or publication of any newspaper or magazine ar-
ticle, but this shall not prevent the giving out to 
all persons, without discrimination, including 
newspapers and magazine writers and pub-
lishers, of any facts or official information of 
value to the public: Provided, That this prohibi-
tion shall not apply to scientific or technical ar-
ticles prepared for or published in scientific pub-
lications. 

(May 11, 1922, ch. 185, 42 Stat. 521; Pub. L. 85–464, 
§ 8, June 20, 1958, 72 Stat. 218.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1958—Pub. L. 85–464 made prohibition inapplicable to 
scientific or technical articles prepared for or published 
in scientific publications. 

§ 556a. Omitted

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, acts June 16, 1955, ch. 147, title II, § 203, 69 
Stat. 156; June 13, 1956, ch. 380, title II, § 202, 70 Stat. 
270, which related to expenditures for options to pur-
chase lands from appropriations made for the Forest 
Service, was superseded by section 2268a of Title 7, Ag-
riculture. 

§ 556b. Use of appropriations for expenses of 
transporting automobiles of employees be-
tween points in Alaska 

Funds available to the Forest Service may be 
used, in accordance with regulations prescribed 
by the Secretary of Agriculture for expenses of 
transporting automobiles of employees of that 
Service between points in Alaska in connection 
with transfers of official stations of such em-
ployees to meet the needs of the Service. 

(Pub. L. 85–464, § 3, June 20, 1958, 72 Stat. 217.) 

§ 556c. Reimbursement of employees for property 
losses resulting from fires, floods, or other 
casualties 

Funds available to the Forest Service may be 
used in amounts not exceeding $100 in any single 
claim, for reimbursing employees of the Forest 
Service for loss of or damage to clothing and 
other personal effects resulting from fires, 
floods, or other casualties at or near the place in 
which such property is temporarily stored dur-
ing services of the employees in connection with 
such casualties. 

(Pub. L. 85–464, § 2, June 20, 1958, 72 Stat. 217.) 

§ 556d. Advances of public moneys to Forest 
Service for fighting forest fires in emergency 
cases 

Advances of money under any appropriation 
for the Forest Service may be made to the For-
est Service and by authority of the Secretary of 
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