
Page 1050TITLE 16—CONSERVATION§ 551

1 See References in Text note below. 

Sec. 
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583j–3. Administrative services and support. 
583j–4. Volunteers. 
583j–5. Audits and report requirements. 
583j–6. United States release from liability. 
583j–7. Activities of Foundation and United States 

Forest Service. 
583j–8. Authorization of appropriations. 
583j–9. Federal funds. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM 
TRAILS STEWARDSHIP 

583k. Findings. 
583k–1. Definitions. 
583k–2. National Forest System Trails Volunteer and 

Partnership Strategy. 
583k–3. Priority trail maintenance program. 
583k–4. Cooperative agreements. 
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SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 551. Protection of national forests; rules and 
regulations 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall make pro-
visions for the protection against destruction by 
fire and depredations upon the public forests and 
national forests which may have been set aside 
or which may be hereafter set aside under the 
provisions of section 471 1 of this title, and which 
may be continued; and he may make such rules 
and regulations and establish such service as 
will insure the objects of such reservations, 
namely, to regulate their occupancy and use and 
to preserve the forests thereon from destruction; 
and any violation of the provisions of this sec-
tion, sections 473 to 478 and 479 to 482 of this 
title or such rules and regulations shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than $500 or impris-
onment for not more than six months, or both. 
Any person charged with the violation of such 
rules and regulations may be tried and sen-
tenced by any United States magistrate judge 
specially designated for that purpose by the 
court by which he was appointed, in the same 
manner and subject to the same conditions as 
provided for in section 3401(b) to (e) of title 18. 

(June 4, 1897, ch. 2, § 1, 30 Stat. 35; Feb. 1, 1905, 
ch. 288, § 1, 33 Stat. 628; Pub. L. 87–869, § 6, Oct. 23, 
1962, 76 Stat. 1157; Pub. L. 88–537, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 
Stat. 745; Pub. L. 90–578, title IV, § 402(b)(2), Oct. 
17, 1968, 82 Stat. 1118; Pub. L. 101–650, title III, 
§ 321, Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5117.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 471 of this title, referred to in text, was in the 
original a reference to act Mar. 3, 1891, 26 Stat. 1103, 
and was repealed by Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 704(a), 
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2792. 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘National forests’’ substituted in text for ‘‘forest res-
ervations’’ on authority of act Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 
Stat. 1269, which provided that forest reserves shall 
hereafter be known as national forests. 

AMENDMENTS 

1964—Pub. L. 88–537 provided that persons charged 
with violation of such rules and regulations may be 
tried and sentenced by any United States commissioner 
specially designated for that purpose by the court by 
which he was appointed, in the same manner as in sec-
tion 3401(b) to (e) of title 18. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–869 substituted ‘‘by a fine of not more 
than $500 or imprisonment for not more than six 
months, or both’’ for ‘‘as is provided for in section 104 
of title 18’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States magistrate judge’’ substituted for 
‘‘United States magistrate’’ in text pursuant to section 
321 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a note under section 631 
of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. Pre-
viously, ‘‘United States magistrate’’ substituted for 
‘‘United States commissioner’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 
90–578. See chapter 43 (§ 631 et seq.) of Title 28. 

SHORT TITLE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 114–275, § 1, Dec. 14, 2016, 130 Stat. 1405, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 551c–1 of this 
title and provisions set out as a note under section 
551c–1 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Prescribed 
Burn Approval Act of 2016’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–286, § 1, May 9, 1990, 104 Stat. 171, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 551b and 551c of this 
title, amending sections 18i and 558c of this title and 
section 1737 of Title 43, Public Lands, and enacting pro-
visions set out as notes under this section and section 
551b of this title] may be cited as the ‘Wildfire Disaster 
Recovery Act of 1989’.’’

REPEAL; SAVINGS PROVISION 

Section repealed by Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 706(a), 
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2793, effective on and after Oct. 21, 
1976, insofar as applicable to the issuance of rights-of-
way over, upon, under, and through the public lands 
and lands in the National Forest System. Such repeal 
not to be construed as terminating any valid lease, per-
mit, patent, etc., existing on Oct. 21, 1976, see section 
701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as a note under section 1701 
of Title 43, Public Lands. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Act Feb. 1, 1905, transferred certain functions with re-
gard to administration of public forests from Secretary 
of the Interior to Secretary of Agriculture. 

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON WILDFIRE DISASTERS 

Pub. L. 101–286, title I, May 9, 1990, 104 Stat. 171, es-
tablished a National Commission on Wildfire Disasters 
to study the effects of disastrous wildfires, resulting 
from natural or other causes, and to make rec-
ommendations concerning steps necessary for smooth 
and timely transition from loss of natural resources 
due to such fires, directed the Commission to make 
findings and develop recommendations for consider-
ation by the Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior 
with respect to future management of National Forest 
System lands, national parks, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment public lands, and community redevelopment ac-
tivities and programs, directed the Commission to sub-
mit to the Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior, 
not later than Dec. 1, 1991, a report containing its find-
ings and recommendations, directed the Secretaries to 
submit the report to specific committees of Congress, 
and provided for the Commission to cease 90 days after 
submission of the report. 

EXISTING RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

Provisions of section 706(a) of Pub. L. 94–579, Oct. 21, 
1976, 90 Stat. 2793, except as pertaining to rights-of-way, 
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not to be construed as affecting the authority of the 
Secretary of Agriculture under this section, see note 
set out under section 1701 of Title 43, Public Lands.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Enforcement functions of Secretary or other official 
in Department of Agriculture, insofar as they involve 
lands and programs under jurisdiction of that Depart-
ment, related to compliance with provisions of sections 
473, 474 to 482, and 551 of this title with respect to pre-
construction, construction, and initial operation of 
transportation system for Canadian and Alaskan nat-
ural gas transferred to Federal Inspector, Office of Fed-
eral Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas Transportation 
System, until first anniversary of date of initial oper-
ation of Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System, 
see Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1979, §§ 102(f), 203(a), 44 F.R. 
33663, 33666, 93 Stat. 1373, 1376, effective July 1, 1979, set 
out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees. Office of Federal Inspector for the 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System abolished 
and functions and authority vested in Inspector trans-
ferred to Secretary of Energy by section 3012(b) of Pub. 
L. 102–486, set out as an Abolition of Office of Federal 
Inspector note under section 719e of Title 15, Commerce 
and Trade. Functions and authority vested in Sec-
retary of Energy subsequently transferred to Federal 
Coordinator for Alaska Natural Gas Transportation 
Projects by section 720d(f) of Title 15. 

§ 551a. Cooperation by Secretary of Agriculture 
with States and political subdivisions in law 
enforcement 

The Secretary of Agriculture, in connection 
with the administration and regulation of the 
use and occupancy of the national forests and 
national grasslands, is authorized to cooperate 
with any State or political subdivision thereof, 
on lands which are within or part of any unit of 
the national forest system, in the enforcement 
or supervision of the laws or ordinances of a 
State or subdivision thereof. Such cooperation 
may include the reimbursement of a State or its 
subdivision for expenditures incurred in connec-
tion with activities on national forest system 
lands. This section shall not deprive any State 
or political subdivision thereof of its right to ex-
ercise civil and criminal jurisdiction, within or 
on lands which are a part of the national forest 
system. 

(Pub. L. 92–82, Aug. 10, 1971, 85 Stat. 303.) 

§ 551b. Omitted

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 101–286, title II, § 202, May 9, 1990, 104 
Stat. 174, which required the Secretaries of Agriculture 
and the Interior, for areas under their respective juris-
dictions, to submit annual reports to Congress on reha-
bilitation needs resulting from disastrous forest fire 
damage, terminated, effective May 15, 2000, pursuant to 
section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set out as a 
note under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance. 
See, also, pages 47 and 108 of House Document No. 103–7. 

§ 551c. Planning for fire protection 

(a) Volunteer firefighters 

The Secretaries of Agriculture and the Inte-
rior shall annually offer training programs to 
certify volunteers for suppressing forest fires on 

National Forest System lands, National Park 
System lands and Bureau of Land Management 
public lands in the event that the appropriate 
Secretary determines that such volunteers are 
needed. In carrying out this subsection, the Sec-
retaries should utilize existing authorities to 
train volunteer firefighters for use in fire emer-
gencies. The Secretaries should assess the capa-
bilities of educational institutions and other 
public and private organizations to provide such 
training programs. 

(b) ‘‘Educational institutions’’ defined 

For the purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘educational institutions’’ shall include institu-
tions established pursuant to the Act of July 2, 
1862 (7 U.S.C. 301 et seq., commonly known as 
the ‘‘Morrill Act’’), or the Act of August 30, 1890 
(7 U.S.C. 321 et seq., commonly known as the 
‘‘Second Morrill Act’’). 

(c) Mobilization of local equipment 

Not later than one year after May 9, 1990—
(1) the Secretary of Agriculture shall submit 

to the Congress information with respect to 
regions of the National Forest System, and 

(2) the Secretary of the Interior shall submit 
to the Congress information with respect to 
the Bureau of Land Management public lands 
on a State-by-State basis and each region of 
the National Park System

that documents mobilization plans that provide 
for the use of firefighting equipment in cases of 
fire emergencies that may occur in each such 
area that may be highly prone to disastrous for-
est fires. 

(d) Presuppression needs 

Not later than one year after May 9, 1990, in-
formation from the Secretary of Agriculture on 
presuppression needs for each region of the Na-
tional Forest System and information from the 
Secretary of the Interior on the presuppression 
needs for each region of the National Park Sys-
tem and for each State unit of the Bureau of 
Land Management shall be submitted to Con-
gress. These reports shall include needs, includ-
ing an estimate of the funds required, for fire 
prevention, fuel reduction, training and seasonal 
fire crews. 

(Pub. L. 101–286, title II, § 203, May 9, 1990, 104 
Stat. 175.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of July 2, 1862, referred to in subsec. (b), is act 
July 2, 1862, ch. 130, 12 Stat. 503, popularly known as the 
Morrill Act and also as the First Morrill Act, which is 
classified generally to subchapter I (§ 301 et seq.) of 
chapter 13 of Title 7, Agriculture. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 301 of Title 7 and Tables. 

Act of August 30, 1890, referred to in subsec. (b), is act 
Aug. 30, 1890, ch. 841, 26 Stat. 417, popularly known as 
the Agricultural College Act of 1890 and also as the Sec-
ond Morrill Act, which is classified generally to sub-
chapter II (§ 321 et seq.) of chapter 13 of Title 7. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 321 of Title 7 and 
Tables.
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