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surrounding the park and the Borough of Get-
tysburg, appointed by the Secretary. 

(2) One member representing the Adams 
County, Pennsylvania government, appointed 
by the Secretary. 

(3) One member representing the State His-
toric Preservation Office of the State of Penn-
sylvania, appointed by the Secretary. 

(4) Two members who are residents of Adams 
County and who are knowledgeable about the 
park and its resources, appointed by the Sec-
retary, one of whom shall own land or inter-
ests in land within the park boundary. 

(5) One member with expertise in local his-
toric preservation, appointed by the Sec-
retary. 

(6) The Director of the National Park Serv-
ice or his designee, ex officio.

Members shall be appointed for staggered terms 
of three years, as designated by the Secretary at 
the time of the initial appointments. Any mem-
ber of the Advisory Commission appointed for a 
definite term may serve after the expiration of 
his term until his successor is appointed. The 
Advisory Commission shall designate one of its 
members as Chairperson. Six members of the 
Advisory Commission shall constitute a 
quorum. 

(b) Management and development issues 

The Secretary, or his designee, shall from 
time to time, but at least semiannually, meet 
and consult with the Advisory Commission to 
coordinate the management of the park and the 
historic district with local jurisdictions. 

(c) Meetings 

The Advisory Commission shall meet on a reg-
ular basis. Notice of meetings and agenda shall 
be published in local newspapers which have a 
distribution which generally covers the area af-
fected by the park. Advisory Commission meet-
ings shall be held at locations and in such a 
manner as to ensure adequate public involve-
ment. 

(d) Expenses 

Members of the Advisory Commission shall 
serve without compensation as such, but the 
Secretary may pay expenses reasonably incurred 
in carrying out their responsibilities under sec-
tions 430g–4 to 430g–10 of this title on vouchers 
signed by the Chairperson. 

(e) Charter 

The provisions of section 1013 of title 5 are 
hereby waived with respect to this Advisory 
Commission. 

(Pub. L. 101–377, § 5, Aug. 17, 1990, 104 Stat. 466; 
Pub. L. 117–286, § 4(a)(90), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 
4315.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 117–286 substituted ‘‘section 
1013 of title 5’’ for ‘‘section 14 of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.)’’. 

§ 430g–9. Interpretation 

In administering the park, the Secretary shall 
take such action as is necessary and appropriate 

to interpret, for the benefit of visitors to the 
park and the general public, the Battle of Get-
tysburg in the larger context of the Civil War 
and American history, including the causes and 
consequences of the Civil War and including the 
effects of the war on all the American people. 

(Pub. L. 101–377, § 6, Aug. 17, 1990, 104 Stat. 467.) 

§ 430g–10. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of sections 430g–4 to 430g–10 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 101–377, § 7, Aug. 17, 1990, 104 Stat. 467.) 

§ 430h. Vicksburg National Military Park 

In order to commemorate the campaign, siege, 
and defense of Vicksburg, and to preserve the 
history of the battles and operations of the siege 
and defense on the ground where they were 
fought and carried on, the battlefield of Vicks-
burg, in the State of Mississippi, insofar as title 
to the same has been acquired by the United 
States and as the usual jurisdiction over the 
lands and roads of the same has heretofore been 
granted to the United States by the State of 
Mississippi, shall be a National Military Park. 
The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
enter into agreements of leasing upon such 
terms as he may prescribe with such persons, 
who were on February 21, 1899, occupants or ten-
ants of the lands, as may desire to remain upon 
them to occupy and cultivate their holdings, 
upon condition that they will preserve the then 
buildings and roads and the then outlines of 
field and forest, and that they will only cut 
trees and underbrush under such regulations as 
the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe, and 
that they will assist in caring for and protecting 
all tablets, monuments, or such other historical 
works as may from time to time be erected by 
proper authority: Provided, That the United 
States shall at all times have and retain their 
right, power, and authority to take possession of 
any and all parts and portions of said premises, 
and to remove and expel therefrom any such oc-
cupant, tenant, or other person or persons found 
thereon whenever the Secretary of the Interior 
shall deem it proper or necessary; and such 
right, power, and authority shall be reserved in 
express terms in all leases and agreements giv-
ing or granting such occupant or tenant the 
right to remain in possession as herein con-
templated; and thereupon said occupant or ten-
ant or other persons who may be required to va-
cate said premises shall each and all of them at 
once surrender and deliver up the possession 
thereof. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Interior to cause to be restored the forts and 
lines of fortification, the parallels and the ap-
proaches of the two armies, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary to the purposes of this 
Park; to open and construct and repair such 
roads as may be necessary to said purposes, and 
to ascertain and to mark with historical tablets, 
or otherwise, the lines of battle of the troops en-
gaged in the assaults, and the lines held by the 
troops during the siege and defense of Vicks-
burg, the headquarters of General Grant and of 
General Pemberton, and other historical points 
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of interest pertaining to the siege and defense of 
Vicksburg within the Park or its vicinity; and 
the Secretary of the Interior shall have author-
ity to do all things necessary to the purposes of 
the park, and he shall make and enforce all 
needful regulations for the care of the Park. It 
shall be lawful for any State that had troops en-
gaged in the siege and defense of Vicksburg to 
enter upon the lands of the Vicksburg National 
Military Park for the purpose of ascertaining 
and marking the lines of battle of its troops en-
gaged therein: Provided, That before any such 
lines are permanently designated the position of 
the lines and the proposed methods of marking 
them by monuments, tablets, or otherwise shall 
be submitted to and approved by the Secretary 
of the Interior, and all such lines, designs, and 
inscriptions for the same shall first receive the 
written approval of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior; and no monument, tablet, or other desig-
nating indication shall be erected or placed 
within said park or vicinity without such writ-
ten authority of the Secretary of the Interior: 
Provided, That no discrimination shall be made 
against any State as to the manner of desig-
nating lines, but any grant made to any State 
by the Secretary of the Interior may be used by 
any other State. The provisions of this section 
shall also apply to organizations and persons; 
and as the Vicksburg National Cemetery is on 
ground partly occupied by Federal lines during 
the siege of Vicksburg, the provisions of this 
section, as far as may be practicable, shall apply 
to monuments or tablets designating such lines 
within the limits of that cemetery. If any person 
shall, except by permission of the Secretary of 
the Interior, destroy, mutilate, deface, injure, or 
remove any monument, column, statue, memo-
rial structure, tablet, or work of art that shall 
be erected or placed upon the grounds of the 
park by lawful authority, or shall destroy or re-
move any fence, railing, inclosure, or other 
work intended for the protection or ornamenta-
tion of said park, or any portion thereof, or shall 
destroy, cut, hack, bark, break down, or other-
wise injure any tree, bush, or shrub that may be 
growing upon said park, or shall cut down or fell 
or remove any timber, battle relic, tree, or trees 
growing or being upon said park, or hunt within 
the limits of the park, or shall remove or de-
stroy any breastworks, earthworks, walls, or 
other defenses or shelter or any part thereof 
constructed by the armies formerly engaged in 
the battles, on the lands or approaches to the 
park, any person so offending and found guilty 
thereof, before any United States magistrate 
judge or court, justice of the peace of the county 
in which the offense may be committed, or any 
court of competent jurisdiction, shall for each 
and every such offense forfeit and pay a fine in 
the discretion of the said magistrate judge or 
court of the United States or justice of the 
peace, according to the aggravation of the of-
fense, of not less than five nor more than five 
hundred dollars, one-half for the use of the park 
and the other half to the informant, to be en-
forced and recovered before such United States 
magistrate judge or court or justice of the peace 
or other court in like manner as debts of like 
nature were, on February 21, 1899, by law recov-
erable in the several counties where the offense 
may be committed. 

(Feb. 21, 1899, ch. 176, 30 Stat. 841; Ex. Ord. No. 
6166, § 2, June 10, 1933; Ex. Ord. No. 6228, § 1, July 
28, 1933; Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 
Stat. 638; Pub. L. 90–578, title IV, § 402(b)(2), Oct. 
17, 1968, 82 Stat. 1118; Pub. L. 101–650, title III, 
§ 321, Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5117.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1966—Pub. L. 89–554 struck out provisions relating to 
appointment and pay of three commissioners to super-
vise Vicksburg National Military Park, and of a sec-
retary.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States magistrate judge’’ and ‘‘magistrate 
judge’’ substituted for ‘‘United States magistrate’’ and 
‘‘magistrate’’, respectively, wherever appearing in text 
pursuant to section 321 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a 
note under section 631 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judi-
cial Procedure. Previously, ‘‘magistrate’’ substituted 
for ‘‘commissioner’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 90–578. See 
chapter 43 (§ 631 et seq.) of Title 28. 

SHORT TITLE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–238, § 1, Oct. 11, 2002, 116 Stat. 1486, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 430h–10 to 
430h–13 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Vicksburg Na-
tional Military Park Boundary Modification Act of 
2002’.’’

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Administrative functions of Vicksburg National Mili-
tary Park transferred to Department of the Interior by 
Ex. Ord. Nos. 6166 and 6228, set out as notes under sec-
tion 901 of Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. 

National Park Service substituted for Office of Na-
tional Parks, Buildings, and Reservations referred to in 
Ex. Ord. No. 6166, by act Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 38, § 1, 48 Stat. 
389. 

§ 430h–1. Donations of land and property 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, in 
his discretion, to accept, in behalf of the United 
States, donations of lands, buildings, structures, 
and other property, or interests therein, within 
a distance of one mile of the present boundaries 
of the Vicksburg National Military Park, which 
he may determine to be of historical interest in 
connection with said park, the title to such 
property or interests therein to be satisfactory 
to the Secretary of the Interior. 

All such property or interests therein, upon 
acceptance thereof, shall become a part of the 
Vicksburg National Military Park and shall be 
subject to all laws and regulations applicable 
thereto. 

(Oct. 9, 1940, ch. 790, 54 Stat. 1061.) 

§ 430h–2. Exchange of certain lands authorized 

In order to further the consolidation of land 
comprising Vicksburg National Military Park, 
the Secretary of the Interior is authorized, upon 
such terms and conditions as he may deem nec-
essary, to transfer to the city of Vicksburg, Mis-
sissippi, for school purposes, a tract of park land 
containing three and one-tenth acres, more or 
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