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§ 32. Lease of lands within park 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and 
empowered to lease for a period not exceeding 
twenty years, at an annual rental to be deter-
mined by him, to any person, corporation, or 
company he may authorize to transact business 
in the Yellowstone National Park, separate 
tracts of land, not exceeding twenty acres each, 
at such places not to exceed ten in number to 
any one person, corporation, or company, in said 
park as the comfort and convenience of visitors 
may require for the construction and mainte-
nance of substantial hotel buildings and build-
ings for the protection of stage, stock, and 
equipment. 

Such lease or leases shall not include any of 
the geysers or any objects of curiosity or inter-
est in said park, or exclude the public from free 
and convenient approach thereto, or include any 
ground within one-eighth of a mile of any of the 
geysers of the Yellowstone Falls, the Grand Can-
yon, or the Yellowstone River, Mammoth Hot 
Springs, or any object of curiosity in the park; 
nor shall such lease convey either expressly or 
by implication any exclusive privilege within 
the park, except on the premises held there-
under and for the time therein granted. Every 
lease made for any property of said park shall 
require the lessee to observe and obey each and 
every provision in any Act of Congress, every 
rule, order, or regulation made or which shall 
hereafter be made and published by the Sec-
retary of the Interior concerning the use, care, 
management, or government of the park, or any 
object or property therein under penalty of for-
feiture of such lease, and shall be subject to the 
right of revocation and forfeiture, which shall 
therein be reserved by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior. 

The provisions of this section are not to be 
construed as mandatory upon the Secretary of 
the Interior, but the authority herein given is to 
be exercised in his sound discretion. 

(Aug. 3, 1894, ch. 198, 28 Stat. 222; June 4, 1906, ch. 
2570, 34 Stat. 207; Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2518, 34 Stat. 
1219.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

The first paragraph of this section is from act June 
4, 1906, as amended by act Mar. 2, 1907, which changed 
the authorized term of leasing from ten years to twen-
ty years as set out above. It superseded earlier provi-
sions covering similar matter contained in the first 
sentence of act Aug. 3, 1894. 

The second paragraph of the section is from act Aug. 
3, 1894, which contained a further proviso that ‘‘persons 
or corporations now holding leases of ground in the 
park may, upon the surrender thereof, be granted new 
leases hereunder, and upon the terms and stipulations 
contained in their present leases, with such modifica-
tions, restrictions, and reservations as the Secretary of 
the Interior may prescribe’’ which has been omitted as 
temporary and executed. 

A further provision that ‘‘so much of that portion of 
the act of March third, eighteen hundred and eighty-
three, relating to the Yellowstone Park as conflict with 
the act, be and the same is hereby, repealed’’ and the 
portion of the act March 3, 1883, referred to in such pro-
vision, have been omitted from the Code, the last 
named portion having been superseded by the Acts 
cited to text. 

§ 33. Mortgages by lessees within the park 

Any person, corporation, or company holding 
a lease within Yellowstone Park for the pur-
poses described in section 32 of this title is au-
thorized, with the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior, to execute mortgages upon his or 
its rights, properties, and franchises, including 
his or its contract or contracts with the Sec-
retary of the Interior, and such mortgages, to-
gether with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior may be filed for record in the office of 
the Secretary of the Interior, and when so re-
corded shall have all the effect of a public 
record. Any mortgage, lien, or encumbrance cre-
ated under the provisions of this section shall be 
subject to the rights of the Government to com-
pel the enforcement of the terms of the lease or 
contract of the mortgagor, and any purchaser 
under a foreclosure of such encumbrance shall 
take subject to all the conditions assumed by 
the original lessee or contractor. 

(June 4, 1906, ch. 2570, 34 Stat. 207.) 

§ 34. Road extensions 

Road extensions and improvements shall be 
made in the Yellowstone National Park under 
and in harmony with the general plan of roads 
and improvements to be approved by the Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

(July 1, 1918, ch. 113, § 1, 40 Stat. 678.) 

§ 35. Private use of electricity from lighting and 
power plant 

Private parties or companies doing business in 
the Yellowstone National Park under authority 
from the Government may be permitted, in the 
discretion of the Secretary of the Army, to use 
electricity furnished by the electric lighting and 
power plant of Fort Yellowstone and Mammoth 
Hot Springs at actual cost to the Government 
for operation, maintenance, and depreciation of 
the plant and 10 per centum additional, under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Army. 

(Mar. 3, 1903, ch. 1007, § 1, 32 Stat. 1130; July 26, 
1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued military Department of the Army 
under administrative supervision of Secretary of the 
Army. 

§ 36. Disposition of surplus elk, buffalo, bear, 
beaver, and predatory animals 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, in 
his discretion and under regulations to be pre-
scribed by him, to give surplus elk, buffalo, 
bear, beaver, and predatory animals inhabiting 
Yellowstone National Park to Federal, State, 
county, and municipal authorities for preserves, 
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