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or classification the described land shall be 
deemed vacant, unappropriated, and unreserved 
within the meaning of the Acts referred to in 
subsection (a)(1) hereof, and, as such, shall be 
subject to adjudication or approval pursuant to 
the terms of this section: Provided, however, 
That if the described land is included as part of 
a project licensed under part I of the Federal 
Power Act of June 10, 1920 (41 Stat. 24), as 
amended [16 U.S.C. 791a et seq.], or is presently 
utilized for purposes of generating or transmit-
ting electrical power or for any other project au-
thorized by Act of Congress, the foregoing provi-
sion shall not apply and the application shall be 
adjudicated pursuant to the appropriate Act: 
Provided further, That where the applicant com-
menced occupancy of the land after its with-
drawal or classification for powersite purposes, 
the entry shall be made subject to the right of 
reentry provided the United States by section 24 
of the Federal Power Act, as amended [16 U.S.C. 
818]: Provided further, That any right of reentry 
reserved in a patent pursuant to this section 
shall expire twenty years after the effective date 
of this Act if at that time the land involved is 
not subject to a license or an application for a 
license under part I of the Federal Power Act, as 
amended, or actually utilized or being developed 
for a purpose authorized by that Act, as amend-
ed [16 U.S.C. 791a et seq.] or other Act of Con-
gress. 

(d) Validity of existing rights; rights acquired by 
actual use and national forest lands unaf-
fected 

Prior to issuing a patent for an entry subject 
to this section, the Secretary shall identify and 
adjudicate any record entry or application for 
title to land described in the application, other 
than the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
[43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.], the Alaska Statehood 
Act, or the Act of May 17, 1906, as amended, 
which entry or application claims land also de-
scribed in the application, and shall determine 
whether such entry or application represents a 
valid existing right to which the application is 
subject. Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to affect rights, if any, acquired by ac-
tual use of the described land prior to its with-
drawal or classification, as affecting National 
Forest lands. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XIII, § 1328, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2489.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June 1, 1938 (52 Stat. 609), referred to in subsec. 
(a)(1), is act June 1, 1938, ch. 317, 52 Stat. 609, which was 
classified to sections 682a to 682e of Title 43, Public 
Lands, was repealed by Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 702, 
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787, 2789. 

Act of May 3, 1927 (44 Stat. 1364), referred to in subsec. 
(a)(1), probably means act Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 323, 44 Stat. 
1364, which was classified to section 687a of Title 43, and 
was repealed by Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 703(b), Oct. 21, 
1976, 90 Stat. 2789, 2791. 

Act of May 14, 1898, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), is act 
May 14, 1898, ch. 299, 30 Stat. 409, which is classified to 
sections 607a and 615a of this title, sections 270, 270–4, 
687a, 687a–2, 687a–3, 687a–4, 687a–5, and 942–1 to 942–9 of 
Title 43, and section 392 of Title 48, Territories and In-
sular Possessions. Section 270 of Title 43 was repealed 

by Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2789. Section 270–4 of Title 43 was repealed by Pub. L. 
94–579, title VII, § 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787. Sec-
tions 687a and 687a–2 to 687a–5 of Title 43 were repealed 
by Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, §§ 703(a), 704(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 
90 Stat. 2789, 2792. Section 392 of Title 48 was eliminated 
from the Code as obsolete. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

Act of March 3, 1891, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), is 
act Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, 26 Stat. 1095, which is classified 
to sections 161, 162, 165, 173, 174, 185, 202, 212, 321, 323, 325, 
327 to 329, 663, 671, 687a–6, 718, 728, 732, 893, 946 to 949, 989, 
1165, 1166, 1181, and 1197 of this title, sections 471, 607, 
611, 611a, and 613 of Title 16, Conservation, former sec-
tion 495 of Title 25, Indians, and sections 30, 36, 44, 45, 
48; and 52 of Title 30, Mineral Lands and Mining. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Ta-
bles. 

The effective date of this Act, referred to in subsecs. 
(a) to (c), probably means the date of enactment of Pub. 
L. 96–487, which was approved Dec. 2, 1980. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(2) and (3)(E), is 
Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, known as the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 3101 of this title 
and Tables. 

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, referred 
to in subsecs. (a)(2), (3)(A) and (d), is Pub. L. 92–203, 
Dec. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 688, which is classified generally 
to chapter 33 (§ 1601 et seq.) of Title 43, Public Lands. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 1601 of Title 43 
and Tables. 

The Federal Power Act and that Act, referred to in 
subsec. (c), is act June 10, 1920, ch. 285, 41 Stat. 1063, 
which is classified generally to chapter 12 (§ 791a et 
seq.) of this title. Part I of the Federal Power Act of 
June 10, 1920 as amended, is classified generally to sub-
chapter I (§ 791a et seq.) of chapter 12 of this title. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see sec-
tion 791a of this title and Tables. 

The Alaska Statehood Act, referred to in subsec. (d), 
is Pub. L. 85–508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, which is set 
out as a note preceding section 21 of Title 48, Terri-
tories and Insular Possessions. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

Act of May 17, 1906, as amended, referred to in subsec. 
(d), is act May 17, 1906, ch. 2469, 34 Stat. 197, which was 
classified to sections 270–1 to 270–3 of Title 43, Public 
Lands, prior to its repeal by Pub. L. 92–203, § 18(a), Dec. 
18, 1971, 85 Stat. 710. See section 1617 of Title 43.

SUBCHAPTER VII—NATIONAL NEED MIN-
ERAL ACTIVITY RECOMMENDATION 
PROCESS 

§ 3231. Areas subject to national need rec-
ommendation process 

The process contained in this subchapter shall 
apply to all public lands within Alaska except 
for lands within units of the National Park Sys-
tem and the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XV, § 1501, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2549.) 

§ 3232. Recommendations of President to Con-
gress 

(a) Recommendation 

At any time after December 2, 1980, the Presi-
dent may transmit a recommendation to the 
Congress that mineral exploration, develop-
ment, or extraction not permitted under this 
Act or other applicable law shall be permitted in 
a specified area of the lands referred to in sec-
tion 3231 of this title. Notice of such transmittal 
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shall be published in the Federal Register. No 
recommendation of the President under this sec-
tion may be transmitted to the Congress before 
ninety days after publication in the Federal 
Register of notice of his intention to submit 
such recommendation. 

(b) Findings 

A recommendation may be transmitted to the 
Congress under subsection (a) if the President 
finds that, based on the information available to 
him—

(1) there is an urgent national need for the 
mineral activity; and 

(2) such national need outweighs the other 
public values of the public lands involved and 
the potential adverse environmental impacts 
which are likely to result from the activity. 

(c) Report 

Together with his recommendation, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the Congress—

(1) a report setting forth in detail the rel-
evant factual background and the reasons for 
his findings and recommendation; 

(2) a statement of the conditions and stipu-
lations which would govern the activity if ap-
proved by the Congress; and 

(3) in any case in which an environmental 
impact statement is required under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 [42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.], a statement which com-
plies with the requirements of section 102(2)(C) 
of such Act [42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(C)]. In the case of 
any recommendation for which an environ-
mental impact statement is not required 
under section 102(2)(C) of the National envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969 [42 U.S.C. 
4332(2)(C)], the President may, if he deems it 
desirable, include such a statement in his 
transmittal to the Congress. 

(d) Approval 

Any recommendation under this section shall 
take effect only upon enactment of a joint reso-
lution approving such recommendation within 
the first period of one hundred and twenty cal-
endar days of continuous session of Congress be-
ginning on the date after the date of receipt by 
the Senate and House of Representatives of such 
recommendation. Any recommendation of the 
President submitted to Congress under sub-
section (a) shall be considered received by both 
Houses for purposes of this section on the first 
day on which both are in session occurring after 
such recommendation is submitted. 

(e) One-hundred-and-twenty-day computation 

For purposes of this section—
(1) continuity of session of Congress is bro-

ken only by an adjournment sine die; and 
(2) the days on which either House is not in 

session because of an adjournment of more 
than three days to a day certain are excluded 
in the computation of the one-hundred-and-
twenty-day calendar period. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XV, § 1502, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2549.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 96–487, 
Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, known as the Alaska National 

Interest Lands Conservation Act. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 3101 of this title and Tables. 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, re-
ferred to in subsec. (c)(3), is Pub. L. 91–190, Jan. 1, 1970, 
83 Stat. 852, which is classified generally to chapter 55 
(§ 4321 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 4321 of 
Title 42 and Tables. 

§ 3233. Expedited Congressional review 

(a) Rulemaking 

This subsection is enacted by Congress—
(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power of 

each House of Congress, respectively, and as 
such it is deemed a part of the rules of each 
House, respectively, but applicable only with 
respect to the procedure to be followed in the 
House in the case of resolutions described by 
subsection (b) of this section and it supersedes 
other rules only to the extent that it is incon-
sistent therewith; and 

(2) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either House to change the 
rules (so far as those relate to the procedure of 
that House) at any time, in the same manner 
and to the same extent as in the case of any 
other rule of such House. 

(b) Resolution 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘resolu-
tion’’ means a joint resolution, the resolving 
clause of which is as follows: ‘‘That the House of 
Representatives and Senate approve the rec-
ommendation of the President for in 

submitted to the Congress on 
19 .’’, the first blank space therein 

to be filled in with appropriate activity, the sec-
ond blank space therein to be filled in with the 
name or description of the area of land affected 
by the activity, and the third blank space there-
in to be filled with the date on which the Presi-
dent submits his recommendation to the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. Such resolu-
tion may also include material relating to the 
application and effect of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 [42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.] 
to the recommendation. 

(c) Referral 

A resolution once introduced with respect to 
such Presidential recommendation shall be re-
ferred to one or more committees (and all reso-
lutions with respect to the same Presidential 
recommendation shall be referred to the same 
committee or committees) by the President of 
the Senate or the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, as the case may be. 

(d) Other procedures 

Except as otherwise provided in this section 
the provisions of section 719f(d) of title 15 shall 
apply to the consideration of the resolution. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XV, § 1503, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2550.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, re-
ferred to in subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 91–190, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 
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