
Page 92TITLE 16—CONSERVATION§ 113

rules and regulations and establish such service 
as he may deem necessary for the care and man-
agement of the same. Such regulations shall 
provide specifically for the preservation from in-
jury or spoliation of the ruins and other works 
and relics of prehistoric or primitive man within 
said park. 

(June 29, 1906, ch. 3607, § 2, 34 Stat. 617.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

As enacted by act June 29, 1906, this section began 
with a clause naming the park which was stricken out 
and inserted as the last sentence of section 111 of this 
title. 

§ 113. Examinations, excavations, and gathering 
objects of interest 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
permit examinations, excavations, and other 
gathering of objects of interest within said park 
by any person or persons whom he may deem 
properly qualified to conduct such examina-
tions, excavations, or gatherings, subject to 
such rules and regulations as he may prescribe: 
Provided always, That the examinations, exca-
vations, and gatherings shall be undertaken 
only for the benefit of some reputable museum, 
university, college, or other recognized sci-
entific or educational institution, with a view to 
increasing the knowledge of such objects and 
aiding the general advancement of archae-
ological science. 

(June 29, 1906, ch. 3607, § 3, 34 Stat. 617.) 

§ 114. Removal, disturbance, destruction, or mo-
lestation of ruins 

Any person or persons who may otherwise in 
any manner willfully remove, disturb, destroy, 
or molest any of the ruins, mounds, buildings, 
graves, relics, or other evidences of an ancient 
civilization or other property from said park 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction before any court having juris-
diction of such offenses shall be fined not more 
than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than twelve 
months, or such person or persons may be fined 
and imprisoned, at the discretion of the judge, 
and shall be required to restore the property dis-
turbed, if possible. 

(June 29, 1906, ch. 3607, § 4, 34 Stat. 617.) 

§ 115. Leases and permits; prehistoric ruins not 
included 

The Secretary of the Interior may, upon terms 
and conditions to be fixed by him, grant leases 
and permits for the use of the land or develop-
ment of the resources thereof, in the Mesa Verde 
National Park, and the funds derived therefrom 
shall be covered into the Treasury of the United 
States. Such leases or grants shall not include 
any of the prehistoric ruins in said park or ex-
clude the public from free or convenient access 
thereto. 

(June 25, 1910, ch. 385, § 1, 36 Stat. 796.) 

§ 115a. Mineral resources; exploitation 

After January 26, 1931, no permit, license, 
lease, or other authorization for the 

prospecting, development, or utilization of the 
mineral resources within the Mesa Verde Na-
tional Park, Colorado, shall be granted or made. 

(Jan. 26, 1931, ch. 47, § 1, 46 Stat. 1043.) 

§ 116. Repealed. Dec. 16, 1930, ch. 14, § 1, 46 Stat. 
1028

Section, act June 12, 1917, ch. 27, § 1, 40 Stat. 152, re-
lated to donations of lands or rights-of-way. 

§ 117. Exclusive jurisdiction ceded to United 
States by Colorado; saving provisions; fugi-
tives from justice 

Sole and exclusive jurisdiction is assumed by 
the United States over the territory embraced 
and included within the Mesa Verde National 
Park, saving, however, to the State of Colorado 
the right to serve civil or criminal process with-
in the limits of the aforesaid park in suits or 
prosecutions for or on account of rights ac-
quired, obligations incurred, or crimes com-
mitted outside of said park; and saving further 
to the said State the right to tax persons and 
corporations, their franchises and property on 
the lands included in said tracts: and saving also 
to the persons residing in said park now or after 
April 25, 1928, the right to vote at all elections 
held within the county or counties in which said 
tracts are situated. All the laws applicable to 
places under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United States shall have force and effect 
in said park. All fugitives from justice taking 
refuge in said park shall be subject to the same 
laws as refugees from justice found in the State 
of Colorado. 

(Apr. 25, 1928, ch. 434, § 1, 45 Stat. 458.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

A provision accepting the act of the Colorado Legis-
lature which ceded to the United States exclusive juris-
diction over the territory referred to in this section has 
been omitted as executed. 

§§ 117a, 117b. Repealed. June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 
§ 39, 62 Stat. 992, eff. Sept. 1, 1948

Section 117a, act Apr. 25, 1928, ch. 434, § 2, 45 Stat. 459, 
related to inclusion of park in a judicial district. See 
section 85 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

Section 117b, act Apr. 25, 1928, ch. 434, § 3, 45 Stat. 459, 
related to applicability of Colorado laws to offenses. 
See section 13 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-
dure. 

§ 117c. Hunting and fishing; general rules and 
regulations; protection of property; violation 
of statutes and rules; penalties 

All hunting or the killing, wounding, or cap-
turing at any time of any wild bird or animal, 
except dangerous animals when it is necessary 
to prevent them from destroying human lives or 
inflicting personal injury, is prohibited within 
the limits of said park; nor shall any fish be 
taken out of the waters of the park in any other 
way than by hook and line, and then only at 
such seasons and in such times and manner as 
may be directed by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior. That the Secretary of the Interior shall 
make and publish such general rules and regula-
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