
Page 2393 TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE § 7903

actions by a maverick judicial officer or petit 
jury would expand civil liability in a manner 
never contemplated by the framers of the Con-
stitution, by Congress, or by the legislatures 
of the several States. Such an expansion of li-
ability would constitute a deprivation of the 
rights, privileges, and immunities guaranteed 
to a citizen of the United States under the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution. 

(8) The liability actions commenced or con-
templated by the Federal Government, States, 
municipalities, private interest groups and 
others attempt to use the judicial branch to 
circumvent the Legislative branch of govern-
ment to regulate interstate and foreign com-
merce through judgments and judicial decrees 
thereby threatening the Separation of Powers 
doctrine and weakening and undermining im-
portant principles of federalism, State sov-
ereignty and comity between the sister States. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this chapter are as follows: 
(1) To prohibit causes of action against man-

ufacturers, distributors, dealers, and import-
ers of firearms or ammunition products, and 
their trade associations, for the harm solely 
caused by the criminal or unlawful misuse of 
firearm products or ammunition products by 
others when the product functioned as de-
signed and intended. 

(2) To preserve a citizen’s access to a supply 
of firearms and ammunition for all lawful pur-
poses, including hunting, self-defense, col-
lecting, and competitive or recreational shoot-
ing. 

(3) To guarantee a citizen’s rights, privi-
leges, and immunities, as applied to the 
States, under the Fourteenth Amendment to 
the United States Constitution, pursuant to 
section 5 of that Amendment. 

(4) To prevent the use of such lawsuits to im-
pose unreasonable burdens on interstate and 
foreign commerce. 

(5) To protect the right, under the First 
Amendment to the Constitution, of manufac-
turers, distributors, dealers, and importers of 
firearms or ammunition products, and trade 
associations, to speak freely, to assemble 
peaceably, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of their grievances. 

(6) To preserve and protect the Separation of 
Powers doctrine and important principles of 
federalism, State sovereignty and comity be-
tween sister States. 

(7) To exercise congressional power under ar-
ticle IV, section 1 (the Full Faith and Credit 
Clause) of the United States Constitution. 

(Pub. L. 109–92, § 2, Oct. 26, 2005, 119 Stat. 2095.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Gun Control Act of 1968, referred to in subsec. 

(a)(4), is Pub. L. 90–618, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1213. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 921 of Title 18, 

Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and Tables. 
The National Firearms Act, referred to in subsec. 

(a)(4), is classified generally to chapter 53 (§ 5801 et seq.) 

of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code. See section 5849 of 

Title 26. 

The Arms Export Control Act, referred to in subsec. 

(a)(4), is Pub. L. 90–629, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1320, which 

is classified principally to chapter 39 (§ 2751 et seq.) of 

Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title note set out under section 2751 of Title 22 and Ta-

bles. 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 

original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 109–92, Oct. 26, 

2005, 119 Stat. 2095, known as the Protection of Lawful 

Commerce in Arms Act. For complete classification of 

this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out below 

and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 109–92, § 1, Oct. 26, 2005, 119 Stat. 2095, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter, amending sec-

tions 922 and 924 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-

dure, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 

sections 921 and 922 of Title 18] may be cited as the 

‘Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act’.’’

§ 7902. Prohibition on bringing of qualified civil 
liability actions in Federal or State court 

(a) In general 

A qualified civil liability action may not be 
brought in any Federal or State court. 

(b) Dismissal of pending actions 

A qualified civil liability action that is pend-
ing on October 26, 2005, shall be immediately dis-
missed by the court in which the action was 
brought or is currently pending. 

(Pub. L. 109–92, § 3, Oct. 26, 2005, 119 Stat. 2096.) 

§ 7903. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Engaged in the business 

The term ‘‘engaged in the business’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 921(a)(21) 
of title 18, and, as applied to a seller of ammu-
nition, means a person who devotes time, at-
tention, and labor to the sale of ammunition 
as a regular course of trade or business with 
the principal objective of livelihood and profit 
through the sale or distribution of ammuni-
tion. 

(2) Manufacturer 

The term ‘‘manufacturer’’ means, with re-
spect to a qualified product, a person who is 
engaged in the business of manufacturing the 
product in interstate or foreign commerce and 
who is licensed to engage in business as such 
a manufacturer under chapter 44 of title 18. 

(3) Person 

The term ‘‘person’’ means any individual, 
corporation, company, association, firm, part-
nership, society, joint stock company, or any 
other entity, including any governmental en-
tity. 

(4) Qualified product 

The term ‘‘qualified product’’ means a fire-
arm (as defined in subparagraph (A) or (B) of 
section 921(a)(3) of title 18), including any an-
tique firearm (as defined in section 921(a)(16) 
of such title), or ammunition (as defined in 
section 921(a)(17)(A) of such title), or a compo-
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