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retary of Agriculture by Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1953, see
Exceptions From Transfer of Functions note set out
under section 712a of this title.

§ 714a. Location of offices

The Corporation may establish offices in such
place or places as it may deem necessary or de-
sirable in the conduct of its business.

(June 29, 1948, ch. 704, §3, 62 Stat. 1070.)

Executive Documents
EXCEPTIONS FROM TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For exception of functions of corporations of Depart-
ment of Agriculture from transfer of functions to Sec-
retary of Agriculture by Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1953, see
Exceptions From Transfer of Functions note set out
under section 712a of this title.

§ 714b. General powers of Corporation

The Corporation—

(a) Shall have succession in its corporate
name.

(b) May adopt, alter, and use a corporate seal,
which shall be judicially noticed.

(¢c) May sue and be sued, but no attachment,
injunction, garnishment, or other similar proc-
ess, mesne or final, shall be issued against the
Corporation or its property. The district courts
of the TUnited States, including the district
courts of any Territory or possession, shall have
exclusive original jurisdiction, without regard
to the amount in controversy, of all suits
brought by or against the Corporation: Provided,
That the Corporation may intervene in any
court in any suit, action, or proceeding in which
it has an interest. Any suit against the Corpora-
tion shall be brought in the District of Colum-
bia, or in the district wherein the plaintiff re-
sides or is engaged in business. No suit by or
against the Corporation shall be allowed unless
(1) it shall have been brought within six years
after the right accrued on which suit is brought,
or (2) in the event that the person bringing such
suit shall have been under legal disability or be-
yond the seas at the time the right accrued, the
suit shall have been brought within three years
after the disability shall have ceased or within
six years after the right accrued on which suit is
brought, whichever period is longer. The defend-
ant in any suit by or against the Corporation
may plead, by way of set-off or counterclaim,
any cause of action, whether arising out of the
same transaction or not, which would otherwise
be barred by such limitation if the claim upon
which the defendant’s cause of action is based
had not been barred prior to the date that the
plaintiff’s cause of action arose: Provided, That
the defendant shall not be awarded a judgment
on any such set-off or counterclaim for any
amount in excess of the amount of the plaintiff’s
claim established in the suit. All suits against
the Corporation shall be tried by the court with-
out a jury. Notwithstanding any other provision
of this subchapter, the Federal Tort Claims Act
(Public Law 601, Seventy-ninth Congres! shall
be applicable to the Corporation. Any suit by or
against the United States as the real party in
interest based upon any claim by or against the
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Corporation shall be subject to the provisions of
subsection (c) to the same extent as though such
suit were by or against the Corporation, except
that (1) any such suit against the United States
based upon any claim of the type enumerated in
section 1491 of title 28, may be brought in the
United States Court of Federal Claims, and (2)
no such suit against the United States may be
brought in a district court unless such suit
might, without regard to the provisions of this
subchapter, be brought in such court.

(d) May adopt, amend, and repeal bylaws,
rules, and regulations governing the manner in
which its business may be conducted and the
powers vested in it may be exercised.

(e) Shall have all the rights, privileges, and
immunities of the United States with respect to
the right to priority of payment with respect to
debts due from insolvent, deceased, or bankrupt
debtors. The Corporation may assert such
rights, privileges, and immunities in any suit,
action, or proceeding.

(f) Shall be entitled to the use of the United
States mails in the same manner and upon the
same conditions as the executive departments of
the Federal Government.

(g) May enter into and carry out such con-
tracts or agreements as are necessary in the
conduct of its business, except that obligations
under all such contracts or agreements (other
than reimbursable agreements under section 714i
of this title) for equipment or services relating
to automated data processing, information tech-
nologies, or related items (including tele-
communications equipment and computer hard-
ware and software) may not exceed $170,000,000
in fiscal year 1996 and not more than $188,000,000
in the 6-fiscal year period beginning on October
1, 1996, unless additional amounts for such con-
tracts and agreements are provided in advance
in appropriation Acts. State and local regu-
latory laws or rules shall not be applicable with
respect to contracts or agreements of the Cor-
poration or the parties thereto to the extent
that such contracts or agreements provide that
such laws or rules shall not be applicable, or to
the extent that such laws or rules are incon-
sistent with such contracts or agreements.

(h) May contract for the use, in accordance
with the usual customs of trade and commerce,
of plants and facilities for the physical handling,
storage, processing, servicing, and transpor-
tation of the agricultural commodities subject
to its control. The Corporation shall not have
power to acquire real property or any interest
therein except that it may (a) rent or lease of-
fice space necessary for the conduct of its busi-
ness and (b) acquire real property or any inter-
est therein for the purpose of providing storage
adequate to carry out effectively and efficiently
any of the Corporation’s programs, or of secur-
ing or discharging obligations owing to the Cor-
poration, or of otherwise protecting the finan-
cial interests of the Corporation: Provided, That
the authority contained in this subsection shall
not be utilized by the Corporation for the pur-
pose of acquiring real property, or any interest
therein, in order to provide storage facilities for
any commodity unless the Corporation deter-
mines that existing privately owned storage fa-
cilities for such commodity in the area con-
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