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§ 713c. Federal Surplus Commodities Corpora-
tion; continuance of existence; purchase and 
distribution of surplus agricultural commod-
ities 

In carrying out the provisions of clause (2) of 
section 612c of title 7, the Secretary of Agri-
culture may transfer to the Federal Surplus 
Commodities Corporation, which Corporation is 
continued, until June 30, 1945, as an agency of 
the United States under the direction of the 
Secretary of Agriculture, such funds, appro-
priated by said section, as may be necessary for 
the purpose of effectuating clause (2) of said sec-
tion: Provided, That such transferred funds, to-
gether with other funds of the Corporation, may 
be used for purchasing, exchanging, processing, 
distributing, disposing, transporting, storing, 
and handling of agricultural commodities and 
products thereof and inspection costs, commis-
sions, and other incidental costs and expenses, 
without regard to the provisions of existing law 
governing the expenditure of public funds and 
for administrative expenses, including rent, 
printing and binding, and the employment of 
persons and means, in the District of Columbia 
and elsewhere, such employment of persons to 
be in accordance with the provisions of law ap-
plicable to the employment of persons by the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration. In 
carrying out clause (2) of said section, the funds 
appropriated by said section may be used for the 
purchase, without regard to the provisions of ex-
isting law governing the expenditure of public 
funds, of agricultural commodities and products 
thereof, and such commodities, as well as agri-
cultural commodities and products thereof pur-
chased under the preceding paragraph of this 
section, may be donated for relief purposes and 
for use in nonprofit summer camps for children. 

(June 28, 1937, ch. 385, 50 Stat. 323; Feb. 16, 1938, 
ch. 30, title II, § 204, 52 Stat. 38; June 27, 1942, ch. 
454, 56 Stat. 461; Pub. L. 85–483, § 2, July 2, 1958, 
72 Stat. 287.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1958—Pub. L. 85–483 permitted donation of commod-

ities for use in nonprofit summer camps for children. 

1942—Act June 27, 1942, provided for the continuance 

of the Corporation from June 30, 1942, to June 30, 1945. 

It read as follows: ‘‘The Federal Surplus Commodities 

Corporation is hereby continued as an agency of the 

United States, under the direction of the Secretary of 

Agriculture, until June 30, 1945.’’

1938—Act Feb. 16, 1938, substituted ‘‘until June 30, 

1942’’ for ‘‘until June 30, 1939’’.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of Federal Surplus Commod-

ities Corporation, see Transfer of Functions note set 

out under section 712a of this title. 

§ 713c–1. Annual report to Congress by Federal 
Surplus Commodities Corporation 

The Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation 
shall submit to Congress on the first day of each 
regular session an annual report setting forth a 
statement of the activities, receipts, and ex-

penditures of the Corporation during the pre-
vious year. 

(Feb. 16, 1938, ch. 30, title II, § 204, 52 Stat. 38.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was previously classified to section 1293 of 

Title 7, Agriculture.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of Federal Surplus Commod-

ities Corporation, see Transfer of Functions note set 

out under section 712a of this title. 

§ 713c–2. Purchase and distribution of surplus 
fishery products 

Any part of the funds not to exceed $1,500,000 
per year, created under and to carry out the pro-
visions of section 612c of title 7, may also be 
used by the Secretary of Agriculture for the pur-
pose of diverting surplus fishery products (in-
cluding fish, shellfish, mollusks, and crustacea) 
from the normal channels of trade and com-
merce by acquiring them and providing for their 
distribution through Federal, State, and private 
relief channels: Provided, That none of the funds 
made available to the Secretary of Agriculture 
under this section and section 713c–3 of this title 
shall be used to purchase any of the commod-
ities designated in this section and section 
713c–3 of this title which may have been pro-
duced in any foreign country. The provisions of 
law relating to the acquisition of materials or 
supplies for the United States shall not apply to 
the acquisition of commodities under this sec-
tion and section 713c–3 of this title. 

(Aug. 11, 1939, ch. 696, § 1, 53 Stat. 1411; 1940 
Reorg. Plan No. III, § 5, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 
2108, 54 Stat. 1232; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 501, 
eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7877, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

The first part of this section originally read: ‘‘Any 

part of the funds not to exceed $1,500,000 per year, 

transferred by the Secretary of Agriculture to the Fed-

eral Surplus Commodities Corporation created under 

and to carry out the provisions of section 612c of title 

7 may also be used by such Corporation’’, etc., and the 

reference in the proviso to the Secretary of Agriculture 

originally read: ‘‘Federal Surplus Commodities Cor-

poration’’. See Transfer of Functions note below.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Earlier provisions on this subject were contained in 

act Mar. 5, 1937, ch. 29, 50 Stat. 27, and in Joint Res. 

Apr. 12, 1937, ch. 73, 50 Stat. 61. The former forbade ac-

quisition of commodities thereunder after 90 days after 

its enactment, but permitted distribution of commod-

ities after such period. The latter made funds available 

to be used in accordance with the provisions of the 

former. 

Joint Res. Apr. 12, 1937, ch. 73, 50 Stat. 61, provided as 

follows: ‘‘That not to exceed $1,000,000 of the funds 

available to the Federal Surplus Commodities Corpora-

tion may be used by such Corporation for the purpose 

of diverting surplus fish (including shellfish) and the 
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1 So in original. The comma probably should be a semicolon. 
2 So in original. Probably should be section ‘‘209(a)’’.

products thereof from the normal channels of trade and 

commerce by the acquisition and distribution thereof 

in accordance with the provisions of the Act entitled 

‘An Act to authorize the purchase and distribution of 

products of the fishing industry’, approved March 5, 

1937.’’
Act Mar. 5, 1937, ch. 29, 50 Stat. 27, provided as fol-

lows: ‘‘That there is authorized to be appropriated, out 

of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-

priated, the sum of $2,000,000 for the purpose of enabling 

the Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation to divert 

surplus fish (including shellfish) and the products 

thereof from the normal channels of trade and com-

merce by acquiring them and providing for their dis-

tribution through Federal, State, and private relief 

agencies. No commodities shall be acquired under this 

Act after ninety days after the date of its enactment: 

Provided, however, That distribution thereof may ex-

tend beyond said period. The provisions of law relating 

to the acquisition of materials or supplies for the 

United States shall not apply to the acquisition of com-

modities under this Act.’’

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 

Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-

ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by Reorg. Plan 

No. 2 of 1953, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 

633, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. 
For transfer of functions of Federal Surplus Commod-

ities Corporation, see Transfer of Functions note set 

out under section 712a of this title. 

§ 713c–3. Promotion of the free flow of domesti-
cally produced fishery products 

(a) Definitions 

As used in this section—
(1) The term ‘‘person’’ means—

(A) any individual who is a citizen or na-
tional of the United States or a citizen of 
the Northern Mariana Islands; 

(B) any fishery development foundation or 
other private nonprofit corporation located 
in Alaska; and 

(C) any corporation, partnership, associa-
tion, or other entity (including, but not lim-
ited to, any fishery development foundation 
or other private nonprofit corporation not 
located in Alaska), nonprofit or otherwise, if 
such entity is a citizen of the United States 
within the meaning of section 50501 of title 
46 and for purposes of applying such section 
50501 with respect to this section—

(i) the term ‘‘State’’ as used therein in-
cludes any State referred to in paragraph 
(3), 

(ii) citizens of the United States must 
own not less than 75 percent of the interest 
in the entity or, in the case of a nonprofit 
entity, exercise control in the entity that 
is determined by the Secretary to be the 
equivalent of such ownership, and 

(iii) nationals of the United States and 
citizens of the Northern Mariana Islands 
shall be treated as citizens of the United 
States in meeting the ownership and con-
trol requirements referred to in clause (ii).

(2) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Commerce. 

(3) The term ‘‘State’’ means any State, the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 

Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States, Guam, the North-
ern Mariana Islands, and any other Common-
wealth, territory, or possession of the United 
States. 

(4) The term ‘‘United States fishery’’ means 
any fishery, including any tuna fishery, that 
is, or may be, engaged in by citizens or nation-
als of the United States or citizens of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

(5) The term ‘‘citizen of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands’’ means—

(A) an individual who qualifies as such 
under section 8 of the Schedule on Transi-
tional Matters attached to the Constitution 
of the Northern Mariana Islands; or 

(B) a corporation, partnership, association, 
or other entity organized or existing under 
the laws of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
not less than 75 percent of the interest in 
which is owned by individuals referred to in 
subparagraph (A) or citizens or nationals of 
the United States, in cases in which 
‘‘owned’’ is used in the same sense as in sec-
tion 50501 of title 46. 

(b) Transfer of funds 

(1) The Secretary of Agriculture shall transfer 
to the Secretary each fiscal year, beginning 
with the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1954, 
and ending on June 30, 1957, from moneys made 
available to carry out the provisions of section 
612c of title 7, an amount equal to 30 per centum 
of the gross receipts from duties collected under 
the customs laws on fishery products (including 
fish, shellfish, mollusks, crustacea, aquatic 
plants and animals, and any products thereof, 
including processed and manufactured prod-
ucts), which shall be maintained in a separate 
fund only for—

(A) use by the Secretary—
(i) to provide financial assistance for the 

purpose of carrying out fisheries research 
and development projects approved under 
subsection (c),1 

(ii) to implement the national fisheries re-
search and development program provided 
for under subsection (d); 

(iii) to implement the Northwest Atlantic 
Ocean Fisheries Reinvestment Program es-
tablished under section 1863 of title 16; and 

(iv) to fund the Federal share of a fishing 
capacity reduction program established 
under section 1861a of title 16; and

(B) the provision of moneys, subject to para-
graph (2), to carry out the purposes of the 
Fisheries Promotion Fund established under 
section 208(a) 2 of the Fish and Seafood Pro-
motion Act of 1986 [16 U.S.C. 4008(a)]. 

(2) There are transferred from the fund estab-
lished under paragraph (1) to the Fisheries Pro-
motion Fund referred to in paragraph (1)(B) 
$750,000 in fiscal year 1987, $3,000,000 in each of 
fiscal years 1988 and 1989, and $2,000,000 in each 
of fiscal years 1990 and 1991. 

(c) Fisheries research and development projects 

(1) The Secretary shall make grants from the 
fund established under subsection (b) to assist 
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