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fined by an order of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, having regard for the convenience of 
commerce and the existing junction points and 
division points of common carriers engaged in 
interstate or foreign commerce, and any such 
order may be modified from time to time. As 
used in sections 261 to 264 of this title, the term 
‘‘interstate or foreign commerce’’ means com-
merce between a State, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or any 
possession of the United States and any place 
outside thereof. 

(b) Coordinated Universal Time defined 

In this section, the term ‘‘Coordinated Uni-
versal Time’’ means the time scale maintained 
through the General Conference of Weights and 
Measures and interpreted or modified for the 
United States by the Secretary of Commerce in 
coordination with the Secretary of the Navy. 

(Mar. 19, 1918, ch. 24, § 1, 40 Stat. 450; Pub. L. 
89–387, § 4(a), Apr. 13, 1966, 80 Stat. 108; Pub. L. 
97–449, § 2(c), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2439; Pub. L. 
106–564, § 1(a), Dec. 23, 2000, 114 Stat. 2811; Pub. L. 
110–69, title III, § 3013(c)(3), Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat. 
598.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Pub. L. 110–69 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), inserted heading, substituted second sen-
tence for former second sentence which read as follows: 
‘‘Except as provided in section 260a(a) of this title, the 
standard time of the first zone shall be based on the 
mean solar time of the sixtieth degree of longitude 
west from Greenwich; that of the second zone on the 
seventy-fifth degree; that of the third zone on the nine-
tieth degree; that of the fourth zone on the one hundred 
and fifth degree; that of the fifth zone on the one hun-
dred and twentieth degree; that of the sixth zone on the 
one hundred and thirty-fifth degree; that of the seventh 
zone on the one hundred and fiftieth degree; that of the 
eighth zone on the one hundred and sixty-fifth degree; 
and that of the ninth zone on the one hundred and fif-
tieth meridian of longitude east from Greenwich..’’, and 
added subsec. (b). 

2000—Pub. L. 106–564, in first sentence, substituted 
‘‘nine zones’’ for ‘‘eight zones’’ and, in second sentence, 
substituted ‘‘; that of the eighth’’ for ‘‘; and that of the 
eighth’’ and inserted before period at end ‘‘; and that of 
the ninth zone on the one hundred and fiftieth meridian 
of longitude east from Greenwich.’’

1983—Pub. L. 97–449 substituted ‘‘Secretary of Trans-
portation’’ for ‘‘Interstate Commerce Commission’’. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–387 increased the number of time 
zones from five for the territory of continental United 

States to eight for the territory of the United States, 

inserted the ‘‘exception phrase’’, substituted ‘‘solar’’ 

for ‘‘astronomical’’ time, established the first zone on 

basis of the 60th degree of longitude west from Green-

wich, redesignated as the second through the fifth 

zones based on the 75th, 90th, 105th, and 120th degrees 

former zones one through four based on such degrees, 

established the sixth zone based on the 135th degree, re-

designated as the seventh zone based on the 150th de-

gree former fifth zone based on such degree, and estab-

lished the eighth zone based on the 165th degree, sub-

stituted ‘‘interstate or foreign commerce’’ for ‘‘com-

merce between the several States and and with foreign 

nations’’ and defined ‘‘interstate or foreign commerce’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Act Mar. 19, 1918, ch. 24, 40 Stat. 450, as amended, 

which is classified to sections 261 to 264 of this title, is 

popularly known as the ‘‘Calder Act’’. 

REPEALS 

Section 5 of act Mar. 19, 1918, repealed all conflicting 

acts and parts of acts. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Act Mar. 31, 1949, ch. 43, 63 Stat. 29, authorized the 

Board of Commissioners [now the Council of the Dis-

trict of Columbia] to establish daylight-saving time in 

the District of Columbia. 

RETURN TO STANDARD TIME 

Act Sept. 25, 1945, ch. 388, 59 Stat. 537, provided, that, 

notwithstanding the provisions of act Jan. 20, 1942, ch. 

7, 56 Stat. 9, which provided for war time, the standard 

time for each zone as provided for in sections 261 to 264 

of this title should again become effective as of Sept. 

30, 1945, at 2:00 A.M. 

§ 262. Duty to observe standard time of zones 

Within the respective zones created under the 
authority of sections 261 to 264 of this title the 
standard time of the zone shall insofar as prac-
ticable (as determined by the Secretary of 
Transportation) govern the movement of all 
common carriers engaged in interstate or for-
eign commerce. In all statutes, orders, rules, 
and regulations relating to the time of perform-
ance of any act by any officer or department of 
the United States, whether in the legislative, 
executive, or judicial branches of the Govern-
ment, or relating to the time within which any 
rights shall accrue or determine, or within 
which any act shall or shall not be performed by 
any person subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States, it shall be understood and in-
tended that the time shall insofar as practicable 
(as determined by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation) be the United States standard time of 
the zone within which the act is to be per-
formed. 

(Mar. 19, 1918, ch. 24, § 2, 40 Stat. 451; Pub. L. 
89–387, § 4(b), Apr. 13, 1966, 80 Stat. 108; Pub. L. 
97–449, § 2(c), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2439.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Pub. L. 97–449 substituted ‘‘Secretary of Trans-

portation’’ for ‘‘Interstate Commerce Commission’’. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–387 inserted ‘‘insofar as practicable 

(as determined by the Interstate Commerce Commis-

sion)’’ in two places and substituted ‘‘engaged in inter-

state or foreign commerce’’ for ‘‘engaged in commerce 

between the several States or between a State and any 

one of the Territories of the United States, or between 

a State or the Territory of Alaska and any one of the 

insular possessions of the United States or any foreign 

country’’. 

§ 263. Designation of zone standard times 

The standard time of the first zone shall be 
known and designated as Atlantic standard 
time; that of the second zone shall be known and 
designated as eastern standard time; that of the 
third zone shall be known and designated as cen-
tral standard time; that of the fourth zone shall 
be known and designated as mountain standard 
time; that of the fifth zone shall be known and 
designated as Pacific standard time; that of the 
sixth zone shall be known and designated as 
Alaska standard time; that of the seventh zone 
shall be known and designated as Hawaii-Aleu-
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