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(d) Termination

The Board shall cease to exist when the Con-
gress, by law, determines that its mission has
been accomplished.

(Pub. L. 94-168, §5, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1007.)
§205e. Functions and powers of Board

It shall be the function of the Board to devise
and carry out a broad program of planning, co-
ordination, and public education, consistent
with other national policy and interests, with
the aim of implementing the policy set forth in
this subchapter. In carrying out this program,
the Board shall—

(1) consult with and take into account the
interests, views, and conversion costs of
United States commerce and industry, includ-
ing small business; science; engineering; labor;
education; consumers; government agencies at
the Federal, State, and local level; nationally
recognized standards developing and coordi-
nating organizations; metric conversion plan-
ning and coordinating groups; and such other
individuals or groups as are considered appro-
priate by the Board to the carrying out of the
purposes of this subchapter. The Board shall
take into account activities underway in the
private and public sectors, so as not to dupli-
cate unnecessarily such activities;

(2) provide for appropriate procedures where-
by various groups, under the auspices of the
Board, may formulate, and recommend or sug-
gest, to the Board specific programs for co-
ordinating conversion in each industry and
segment thereof and specific dimensions and
configurations in the metric system and in
other measurements for general use. Such pro-
grams, dimensions, and configurations shall be
consistent with (A) the needs, interests, and
capabilities of manufacturers (large and
small), suppliers, labor, consumers, educators,
and other interested groups, and (B) the na-
tional interest;

(3) publicize, in an appropriate manner, pro-
posed programs and provide an opportunity for
interested groups or individuals to submit
comments on such programs. At the request of
interested parties, the Board, in its discretion,
may hold hearings with regard to such pro-
grams. Such comments and hearings may be
considered by the Board;

(4) encourage activities of standardization
organizations to develop or revise, as rapidly
as practicable, engineering standards on a
metric measurement basis, and to take advan-
tage of opportunities to promote (A) rational-
ization or simplification of relationships, (B)
improvements of design, (C) reduction of size
variations, (D) increases in economy, and (E)
where feasible, the efficient use of energy and
the conservation of natural resources;

(5) encourage the retention, in new metric
language standards, of those United States en-
gineering designs, practices, and conventions
that are internationally accepted or that em-
body superior technology;

(6) consult and cooperate with foreign gov-
ernments, and intergovernmental organiza-
tions, in collaboration with the Department of
State, and, through appropriate member bod-

ies, with private international organizations,
which are or become concerned with the en-
couragement and coordination of increased
use of metric measurement units or engineer-
ing standards based on such units, or both.
Such consultation shall include efforts, where
appropriate, to gain international recognition
for metric standards proposed by the United
States, and, during the United States conver-
sion, to encourage retention of equivalent cus-
tomary units, usually by way of dual dimen-
sions, in international standards or rec-
ommendations;

(7) assist the public through information and
education programs, to become familiar with
the meaning and applicability of metric terms
and measures in daily life. Such programs
shall include—

(A) public information programs con-
ducted by the Board, through the use of
newspapers, magazines, radio, television,
and other media, and through talks before
appropriate citizens’ groups, and trade and
public organizations;

(B) counseling and consultation by the
Secretary of Education; the Secretary of
Labor; the Administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration; and the Director of the
National Science Foundation, with edu-
cational associations, State and local edu-
cational agencies, labor education commit-
tees, apprentice training committees, and
other interested groups, in order to assure (i)
that the metric system of measurement is
included in the curriculum of the Nation’s
educational institutions, and (ii) that teach-
ers and other appropriate personnel are
properly trained to teach the metric system
of measurement;

(C) consultation by the Secretary of Com-
merce with the National Conference of
Weights and Measures in order to assure
that State and local weights and measures
officials are (i) appropriately involved in
metric conversion activities and (ii) assisted
in their efforts to bring about timely amend-
ments to weights and measures laws; and

(D) such other public information activi-
ties, by any Federal agency in support of
this subchapter, as relate to the mission of
such agency;

(8) collect, analyze, and publish information
about the extent of usage of metric measure-
ments; evaluate the costs and benefits of met-
ric usage; and make efforts to minimize any
adverse effects resulting from increasing met-
ric usage;

(9) conduct research, including appropriate
surveys; publish the results of such research;
and recommend to the Congress and to the
President such action as may be appropriate
to deal with any unresolved problems, issues,
and questions associated with metric conver-
sion, or usage, such problems, issues, and ques-
tions may include, but are not limited to, the
impact on workers (such as costs of tools and
training) and on different occupations and in-
dustries, possible increased costs to con-
sumers, the impact on society and the econ-
omy, effects on small business, the impact on
the international trade position of the United
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States, the appropriateness of and methods for
using procurement by the Federal Government
as a means to effect conversion to the metric
system, the proper conversion or transition
period in particular sectors of society, and
consequences for national defense;

(10) submit annually to the Congress and to
the President a report on its activities. Each
such report shall include a status report on
the conversion process as well as projections
for the conversion process. Such report may
include recommendations covering any legis-
lation or executive action needed to imple-
ment the the! programs of conversion accept-
ed by the Board. The Board may also submit
such other reports and recommendations as it
deems necessary; and

(11) submit to the Congress and to the Presi-
dent, not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of the Act making appropriations for
carrying out this subchapter, a report on the
need to provide an effective structural mecha-
nism for converting customary units to metric
units in statutes, regulations, and other laws
at all levels of government, on a coordinated
and timely basis, in response to voluntary con-
version programs adopted and implemented by
various sectors of society under the auspices
and with the approval of the Board. If the
Board determines that such a need exists, such
report shall include recommendations as to
appropriate and effective means for estab-
lishing and implementing such a mechanism.

(Pub. L. 94-168, §6, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1008;
Pub. L. 96-88, title III, §301, title V, §507, Oct. 17,
1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

‘““‘Secretary of Education’ substituted for ‘‘Secretary
of Health, Education, and Welfare’ in par. (7)(B) pursu-
ant to sections 301 and 507 of Pub. L. 96-88, which are
classified to sections 3441 and 3507 of Title 20, Edu-
cation.

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions
in par. (10) of this section relating to annual report to
Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104-66, as amended,
set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 31, Money
and Finance, and page 194 of House Document No. 103-7.

§ 205f. Duties of Board

In carrying out its duties under this sub-
chapter, the Board may—

(1) establish an Executive Committee, and
such other committees as it deems desirable;

(2) establish such committees and advisory
panels as it deems necessary to work with the
various sectors of the Nation’s economy and
with Federal and State governmental agencies
in the development and implementation of de-
tailed conversion plans for those sectors. The
Board may reimburse, to the extent author-
ized by law, the members of such committees;

(3) conduct hearings at such times and
places as it deems appropriate;

(4) enter into contracts, in accordance with
chapters 1 to 11 of title 40 and division C (ex-

180 in original.
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cept sections 3302, 3307(e), 3501(b), 3509, 3906,
4710, and 4711) of subtitle I of title 41, with
Federal or State agencies, private firms, insti-
tutions, and individuals for the conduct of re-
search or surveys, the preparation of reports,
and other activities necessary to the discharge
of its duties;

(5) delegate to the Executive Director such
authority as it deems advisable; and

(6) perform such other acts as may be nec-
essary to carry out the duties prescribed by
this subchapter.

(Pub. L. 94-168, §7, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1011.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

In par. (4), ‘‘chapters 1 to 11 of title 40 and division C
(except sections 3302, 3307(e), 3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4710, and
4711) of subtitle I of title 41 substituted for ‘‘the Fed-
eral Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949,
as amended (40 U.S.C. 471 et seq.)” on authority of Pub.
L. 107-217, §5(c), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1303, which Act
enacted Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and
Works, and Pub. L. 111-350, §6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat.
3854, which Act enacted Title 41, Public Contracts.

§205g. Gifts, donations and bequests to Board

(a) Authorization; deposit into Treasury and dis-
bursement

The Board may accept, hold, administer, and
utilize gifts, donations, and bequests of prop-
erty, both real and personal, and personal serv-
ices, for the purpose of aiding or facilitating the
work of the Board. Gifts and bequests of money,
and the proceeds from the sale of any other
property received as gifts or requests, shall be
deposited in the Treasury in a separate fund and
shall be disbursed upon order of the Board.

(b) Federal income, estate, and gift taxation of
property
For purpose of Federal income, estate, and gift
taxation, property accepted under subsection (a)
of this section shall be considered as a gift or be-
quest to or for the use of the United States.

(c) Investment of moneys; disbursement of ac-
crued income

Upon the request of the Board, the Secretary
of the Treasury may invest and reinvest, in se-
curities of the United States, any moneys con-
tained in the fund authorized in subsection (a) of
this section. Income accruing from such securi-
ties, and from any other property accepted to
the credit of such fund, shall be dispersed upon
the order of the Board.

(d) Reversion to Treasury of unexpended funds

Funds not expended by the Board as of the
date when it ceases to exist, in accordance with
section 205d(d) of this title, shall revert to the
Treasury of the United States as of such date.

(Pub. L. 94-168, §8, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1011.)

§205h. Compensation of Board members; travel
expenses

Members of the Board who are not in the reg-
ular full-time employ of the United States shall,
while attending meetings or conferences of the
Board or while otherwise engaged in the busi-
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