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to require any creditor, with respect to any
credit card account under an open end consumer
credit plan, to establish procedures to ensure
that any administrator of an estate of any de-
ceased obligor with respect to such account can
resolve outstanding credit balances in a timely
manner.

(Pub. L. 90-321, title I, §140A, as added Pub. L.
111-24, title V, §504(a), May 22, 2009, 123 Stat.
1756; amended Pub. L. 111-203, title X, §1100A(2),
(3), July 21, 2010, 124 Stat. 2107.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2010—Pub. L. 111-203, §1100A(3), substituted ‘‘the Bu-
reau’’ for ‘‘the Federal Trade Commission”.

Pub. L. 111-203, §1100A(2), substituted ‘“The Bureau’’
for ““The Board’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-203 effective on the des-
ignated transfer date, see section 1100H of Pub. L.
111-203, set out as a note under section 552a of Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective 9 months after May 22, 2009, except
as otherwise specifically provided, see section 3 of Pub.
L. 111-24, set out as an Effective Date of 2009 Amend-
ment note under section 1602 of this title.

PART C—CREDIT ADVERTISING AND LIMITS ON
CREDIT CARD FEES

§1661. Catalogs and multiple-page advertise-
ments

For the purposes of this part, a catalog or
other multiple-page advertisement shall be con-
sidered a single advertisement if it clearly and
conspicuously displays a credit terms table on
which the information required to be stated
under this part is clearly set forth.

(Pub. L. 90-321, title I, §141, May 29, 1968, 82 Stat.
158.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 90-321, title V, §504(b), May 29, 1968, 82 Stat.
167, provided that chapter 3 of title I, which enacted
sections 1661 to 1665 of this title, is effective July 1,
1969.

§1662. Advertising of downpayments and install-
ments

No advertisement to aid, promote, or assist di-
rectly or indirectly any extension of consumer
credit may state

(1) that a specific periodic consumer credit
amount or installment amount can be ar-
ranged, unless the creditor usually and cus-
tomarily arranges credit payments or install-
ments for that period and in that amount.

(2) that a specified downpayment is required
in connection with any extension of consumer
credit, unless the creditor usually and custom-
arily arranges downpayments in that amount.

(Pub. L. 90-321, title I, §142, May 29, 1968, 82 Stat.
158.)

TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE

§1664

§1663. Advertising of open end credit plans

No advertisement to aid, promote, or assist di-
rectly or indirectly the extension of consumer
credit under an open end credit plan may set
forth any of the specific terms of that plan un-
less it also clearly and conspicuously sets forth
all of the following items:

(1) Any minimum or fixed amount which
could be imposed.

(2) In any case in which periodic rates may
be used to compute the finance charge, the
periodic rates expressed as annual percentage
rates.

(3) Any other term that the Bureau may by
regulation require to be disclosed.

(Pub. L. 90-321, title I, §143, May 29, 1968, 82 Stat.
158; Pub. L. 96-221, title VI, §§613(f), 619(a), Mar.
31, 1980, 94 Stat. 177, 183; Pub. L. 111-203, title X,
§1100A(2), July 21, 2010, 124 Stat. 2107.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2010—Par. (3). Pub. L. 111-203 substituted ‘‘Bureau”
for “Board”.

1980—Pub. L. 96-221 in existing introductory text
struck out applicability of rate determined under sec-
tion 1637(a)(5) of this title, and amended section gen-
erally substituting items setting forth minimum or
fixed amount, etc., set out in pars. (1) to (3), for items
time period, etc., set out in pars. (1) to (5).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-203 effective on the des-
ignated transfer date, see section 1100H of Pub. L.
111-203, set out as a note under section 552a of Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-221 effective on expiration
of two years and six months after Mar. 31, 1980, with all
regulations, forms, and clauses required to be pre-
scribed to be promulgated at least one year prior to
such effective date, and allowing any creditor to com-
ply with any amendments, in accordance with the regu-
lations, forms, and clauses prescribed by the Board
prior to such effective date, see section 625 of Pub. L.
96-221, set out as a note under section 1602 of this title.

§1664. Advertising of credit other than open end
plans

(a) Exclusion of open end credit plans

Except as provided in subsection (b), this sec-
tion applies to any advertisement to aid, pro-
mote, or assist directly or indirectly any con-
sumer credit sale, loan, or other extension of
credit subject to the provisions of this sub-
chapter, other than an open end credit plan.

(b) Advertisements of residential real estate

The provisions of this section do not apply to
advertisements of residential real estate except
to the extent that the Bureau may by regulation
require.

(c) Rate of finance charge expressed as annual
percentage rate

If any advertisement to which this section ap-
plies states the rate of a finance charge, the ad-
vertisement shall state the rate of that charge
expressed as an annual percentage rate.



§1665

(d) Requisite disclosures in advertisement

If any advertisement to which this section ap-
plies states the amount of the downpayment, if
any, the amount of any installment payment,
the dollar amount of any finance charge, or the
number of installments or the period of repay-
ment, then the advertisement shall state all of
the following items:

(1) The downpayment, if any.
(2) The terms of repayment.
(3) The rate of the finance charge expressed
as an annual percentage rate.
(e) Credit transaction secured by principal
dwelling of consumer

Each advertisement to which this section ap-
plies that relates to a consumer credit trans-
action that is secured by the principal dwelling
of a consumer in which the extension of credit
may exceed the fair market value of the dwell-
ing, and which advertisement is disseminated in
paper form to the public or through the Inter-
net, as opposed to by radio or television, shall
clearly and conspicuously state that—

(1) the interest on the portion of the credit
extension that is greater than the fair market
value of the dwelling is not tax deductible for
Federal income tax purposes; and

(2) the consumer should consult a tax ad-
viser for further information regarding the de-
ductibility of interest and charges.

(Pub. L. 90-321, title I, §144, May 29, 1968, 82 Stat.
158; Pub. L. 96-221, title VI, §619(b), Mar. 31, 1980,
94 Stat. 183; Pub. L. 109-8, title XIII, §1302(b)(2),
Apr. 20, 2005, 119 Stat. 209; Pub. L. 111-203, title
X, §1100A(2), July 21, 2010, 124 Stat. 2107.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2010—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 111-203 substituted ‘‘Bu-
reau’’ for ‘‘Board’.

2005—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109-8 added subsec. (e).

1980—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97-221 substituted items set-
ting forth downpayment, etc., set out in pars. (1) to (3),
for items setting forth cash price or amount of loan,
etc., set out in pars. (1) to (4).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-203 effective on the des-
ignated transfer date, see section 1100H of Pub. L.
111-203, set out as a note under section 552a of Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2005 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 109-8 effective 180 days after
Apr. 20, 2005, and not applicable with respect to cases
commenced under Title 11, Bankruptcy, before such ef-
fective date, except as otherwise provided, see section
1501 of Pub. L. 109-8, set out as a note under section 101
of Title 11.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-221 effective on expiration
of two years and six months after Mar. 31, 1980, with all
regulations, forms, and clauses required to be pre-
scribed to be promulgated at least one year prior to
such effective date, and allowing any creditor to com-
ply with any amendments, in accordance with the regu-
lations, forms, and clauses prescribed by the Board
prior to such effective date, see section 625 of Pub. L.
96-221, set out as a note under section 1602 of this title.

TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE

Page 1536

§ 1665. Nonliability of advertising media

There is no liability under this part on the
part of any owner or personnel, as such, of any
medium in which an advertisement appears or
through which it is disseminated.

(Pub. L. 90-321, title I, §145, May 29, 1968, 82 Stat.
159.)

§1665a. Use of annual percentage rate in oral
disclosures; exceptions

In responding orally to any inquiry about the
cost of credit, a creditor, regardless of the meth-
od used to compute finance charges, shall state
rates only in terms of the annual percentage
rate, except that in the case of an open end cred-
it plan, the periodic rate also may be stated and,
in the case of an other than open end credit plan
where a major component of the finance charge
consists of interest computed at a simple annual
rate, the simple annual rate also may be stated.
The Bureau may, by regulation, modify the re-
quirements of this section or provide an excep-
tion from this section for a transaction or class
of transactions for which the creditor cannot de-
termine in advance the applicable annual per-
centage rate.

(Pub. L. 90-321, title I, §146, as added Pub. L.
93-495, title IV, §401(a), Oct. 28, 1974, 88 Stat.
1517; amended Pub. L. 96-221, title VI, §623(a),
Mar. 31, 1980, 94 Stat. 185; Pub. L. 111-203, title X,
§1100A(2), July 21, 2010, 124 Stat. 2107.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2010—Pub. L. 111-203 substituted
“Board”.

1980—Pub. L. 96-221 substituted provisions relating to
use of annual percentage rate in oral disclosures by
creditors, for provisions setting forth requirements for
advertisements concerning consumer credit repayable
in more than four installments.

“Bureau’ for

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-203 effective on the des-
ignated transfer date, see section 1100H of Pub. L.
111-203, set out as a note under section 552a of Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-221 effective on expiration
of two years and six months after Mar. 31, 1980, with all
regulations, forms, and clauses required to be pre-
scribed to be promulgated at least one year prior to
such effective date, and allowing any creditor to com-
ply with any amendments, in accordance with the regu-
lations, forms, and clauses prescribed by the Board
prior to such effective date, see section 625 of Pub. L.
96-221, set out as a note under section 1602 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 93-495, title IV, §416, Oct. 28, 1974, 88 Stat.
1521, provided that: ‘“This title [enacting this section
and sections 1614 and 1645 of this title, amending sec-
tions 1603, 1607, 1635, 1637, 1640, and 1644 of this title, and
enacting provision set out as a note under section 1640
of this title] takes effect upon the date of its enact-
ment [Oct. 28, 1974], except that sections 409 [amending
section 1631 of this title] and 411 [amending section 1637
of this title] take effect upon the expiration of one year
after the date of its enactment [Oct. 28, 1974].”’
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