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1970—Pub. L. 91–278 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

1956—Act Aug. 7, 1956, substituted ‘‘Coast Guard Sup-

ply Fund’’ for ‘‘Coast Guard supply fund and supply ac-

count’’ in section catchline, struck out provisions call-

ing for mandatory increase of the Fund by the value of 

commissary provisions and uniform clothing on hand 

on July 1, 1949, and inserted provisions permitting the 

Secretary to prescribe regulations for designating the 

classification of materials to be stocked and for in-

creasing the existing capital of the Fund. 

§ 942. Public and commercial vessels and other 
watercraft; sale of fuel, supplies, and services 

The Secretary under such regulations as he 
may prescribe, may sell to public and commer-
cial vessels and other watercraft, such fuel, sup-
plies and furnish such services as may be re-
quired to meet the necessities of the vessel or 
watercraft if such vessel or watercraft is un-
able—

(1) to procure the fuel, supplies, or services 
from other sources at its present location; and 

(2) to proceed to the nearest port where they 
may be obtained without endangering the 
safety of the ship, the health and comfort of 
its personnel, or the safe condition of the 
property carried aboard.

Sales under this section shall be at such prices 
as the Secretary considers reasonable. Payment 
will be made on a cash basis or on such other 
basis as will reasonably assure prompt payment. 
Amounts received from such a sale shall, unless 
otherwise directed by another provision of law, 
be credited to the current appropriation con-
cerned and are available for the same purposes 
as that appropriation. 

(Added Pub. L. 86–159, § 1, Aug. 14, 1959, 73 Stat. 
357, § 654; amended Pub. L. 89–444, § 1(22), June 9, 
1966, 80 Stat. 197; renumbered § 942, Pub. L. 
115–282, title I, § 107(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4205.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 654 of this 

title as this section. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–444 inserted ‘‘Public and commercial 

vessels and other watercraft; sale of fuel, supplies, and 

services’’ in section catchline. 

§ 943. Arms and ammunition; immunity from tax-
ation 

No tax on the sale or transfer of firearms, pis-
tols, revolvers, shells, or cartridges may be im-
posed on such articles when bought with funds 
appropriated for the Coast Guard. 

(Added Pub. L. 87–526, § 1(6), July 10, 1962, 76 
Stat. 142, § 655; amended Pub. L. 94–546, § 1(37), 
Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2522; renumbered § 943, Pub. 
L. 115–282, title I, § 107(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4205.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 655 of this 

title as this section. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–546 struck out ‘‘United States’’ be-

fore ‘‘Coast Guard’’. 

§ 944. Confidential investigative expenses 

Not more than $250,000 each fiscal year appro-
priated for the operations and support of the 
Coast Guard shall be available for investigative 
expenses of a confidential character, to be ex-
pended on the approval or authority of the Com-
mandant and payment to be made on the Com-
mandant’s certificate of necessity for confiden-
tial purposes, and the Commandant’s determina-
tion shall be final and conclusive upon the ac-
counting officers of the Government. 

(Added Pub. L. 93–283, § 1(10), May 14, 1974, 88 
Stat. 140, § 658; amended Pub. L. 108–293, title II, 
§ 221, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1040; renumbered § 944 
and amended Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 107(b), title 
III, § 308, Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205, 4248; Pub. L. 
116–283, div. G, title LVXXXV [LXXXV], 
§ 8513(a)(3), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4760.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283 substituted ‘‘the operations and 

support’’ for ‘‘necessary expenses for the operation’’ 

and ‘‘the Commandant’s’’ for ‘‘his’’ in two places. 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282, § 308, substituted ‘‘$250,000’’ for 

‘‘$45,000’’. 

Pub. L. 115–282, § 107(b), renumbered section 658 of this 

title as this section. 

2004—Pub. L. 108–293 substituted ‘‘$45,000 each fiscal 

year’’ for ‘‘$15,000 per annum’’. 

§ 945. Assistance to film producers 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, when the Secretary determines that it is 
appropriate, and that it will not interfere with 
Coast Guard missions, the Secretary may con-
duct operations with Coast Guard vessels, air-
craft, facilities, or personnel, in such a way as 
to give assistance to film producers. As used in 
this section, ‘‘film producers’’ includes commer-
cial or noncommercial producers of material for 
cinema, television, or videotape. 

(b) The Secretary shall keep account of costs 
incurred as a result of providing assistance to 
film producers, not including costs which would 
otherwise be incurred in Coast Guard operations 
or training, or shall estimate such costs in ad-
vance, and such costs shall be paid to the Sec-
retary by the film producers who request such 
assistance, on terms determined by the Sec-
retary. The Secretary may waive costs not ex-
ceeding $200 for one production, and may waive 
other costs related to noncommercial produc-
tions which the Secretary determines to be in 
the public interest. The Secretary shall reim-
burse the amounts collected under this section 
to the Coast Guard appropriation account under 
which the costs were incurred. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–448, § 29(a), Sept. 28, 1988, 102 
Stat. 1849, § 659; renumbered § 945, Pub. L. 115–282, 
title I, § 107(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 659 of this 

title as this section. 
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§ 946. User fees 

(a) A fee or charge for a service or thing of 
value provided by the Coast Guard shall be pre-
scribed as provided in section 9701 of title 31. 

(b) Amounts collected by the Secretary for a 
service or thing of value provided by the Coast 
Guard shall be deposited in the general fund of 
the Treasury as proprietary receipts of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is operating 
and ascribed to Coast Guard activities. 

(c) In addition to the collection of fees and 
charges established under this section, the Sec-
retary may recover from the person liable for 
the fee or charge the costs of collecting delin-
quent payments of the fee or charge, and en-
forcement costs associated with delinquent pay-
ments of the fees and charges. 

(d)(1) The Secretary may employ any Federal, 
State, or local agency or instrumentality, or 
any private enterprise or business, to collect a 
fee or charge established under this section. 

(2) A private enterprise or business employed 
by the Secretary to collect fees or charges—

(A) shall be subject to reasonable terms and 
conditions agreed to by the Secretary and the 
enterprise or business; 

(B) shall provide appropriate accounting to 
the Secretary; and 

(C) may not institute litigation as part of 
that collection.

(e)(1) In addition to the collection of fees and 
charges established under this section, in the 
provision of a service or thing of value by the 
Coast Guard the Secretary may accept in-kind 
transportation, travel, and subsistence. 

(2) The value of in-kind transportation, travel, 
and subsistence accepted under this paragraph 
may not exceed applicable per diem rates set 
forth in regulations prescribed under section 464 
of title 37. 

(f) The Secretary shall account for the agen-
cy’s costs of collecting a fee or charge as a reim-
bursable expense, subject to the availability of 
appropriations, and the costs shall be credited 
to the account from which expended. 

(g) Before January 1 of each year, the Sec-
retary shall submit a report to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate that includes—

(1) a verification of each activity for which 
a fee or charge is collected under any law stat-
ing—

(A) the amount collected in the prior fiscal 
year; and 

(B) that the amount spent on that activity 
in that fiscal year is not less than the 
amount collected; and

(2) the amount expected to be collected 
under any law in the current fiscal year for 
each activity for which a fee or charge is ex-
pected to be collected.

(h) In this section the term ‘‘costs of col-
lecting a fee or charge’’ includes the reasonable 
administrative, accounting, personnel, contract, 
equipment, supply, training, and travel expenses 
of calculating, assessing, collecting, enforcing, 
reviewing, adjusting, and reporting on a fee or 
charge. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–509, title V, § 5102(a)(3), Oct. 21, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1926, § 664; amended Pub. L. 
101–225, title II, § 211, Dec. 12, 1989, 103 Stat. 1914; 
Pub. L. 107–295, title IV, § 408(a)(3), Nov. 25, 2002, 
116 Stat. 2117; Pub. L. 108–293, title II, § 206, Aug. 
9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1033; Pub. L. 113–281, title III, 
§ 311(b), Dec. 18, 2014, 128 Stat. 3048; renumbered 
§ 946, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 107(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 
132 Stat. 4205.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 664 of this 
title as this section. 

2014—Subsecs. (e) to (h). Pub. L. 113–281 added subsec. 
(e) and redesignated former subsecs. (e) to (g) as (f) to 
(h), respectively. 

2004—Subsecs. (c) to (g). Pub. L. 108–293 added sub-
secs. (c) to (e) and (g) and redesignated former subsec. 
(c) as (f). 

2002—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–295 substituted ‘‘Trans-
portation and Infrastructure’’ for ‘‘Merchant Marine 
and Fisheries’’ in introductory provisions. 

1989—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 101–225 inserted ‘‘under any 
law’’ after first reference to ‘‘collected’’ in pars. (1) and 
(2).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TOWING SAFETY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FEES 

Pub. L. 115–282, title VIII, § 815, Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4305, provided that: 

‘‘(a) REVIEW.—The Commandant of the Coast Guard 
shall—

‘‘(1) review and compare the costs to the Govern-
ment of—

‘‘(A) towing vessel inspections performed by the 
Coast Guard; and 

‘‘(B) such inspections performed by a third party; 
and 
‘‘(2) based on such review and comparison, deter-

mine whether the costs to the Government of such in-
spections performed by a third party are different 
than the costs to the Government of such inspections 
performed by the Coast Guard. 
‘‘(b) REVISION OF FEES.—If the Commandant deter-

mines under subsection (a) that the costs to the Gov-
ernment of such inspections performed by a third party 
are different than the costs to the Government of such 
inspections performed by the Coast Guard, then the 
Commandant shall revise the fee assessed by the Coast 
Guard for such inspections as necessary to conform to 
the requirements under section 9701 of title 31, United 
States Code, that such fee be based on the cost to the 
Government of such inspections and accurately reflect 

such costs.’’

LIMITATION 

Pub. L. 113–281, title III, § 311(c), Dec. 18, 2014, 128 

Stat. 3048, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of the Depart-

ment in which the Coast Guard is operating may not 

accept in-kind transportation, travel, or subsistence 

under section 664(e) [now 946(e)] of title 14, United 

States Code, or section 2110(d)(4) of title 46, United 

States Code, as amended by this section, until the Com-

mandant of the Coast Guard—
‘‘(1) amends the Standards of Ethical Conduct for 

members and employees of the Coast Guard to in-

clude regulations governing the acceptance of in-kind 

reimbursements; and 
‘‘(2) notifies the Committee on Commerce, Science, 

and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee 

on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of 

Representatives of the amendments made under para-

graph (1).’’

§ 947. Vessel construction bonding requirements 

The Secretary or the Commandant may re-
quire bid, payment, performance, payment and 
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