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Guard. Every person violating this section shall 
be fined not more than $10,000, or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 546, § 639; Aug. 3, 
1950, ch. 536, § 30, 64 Stat. 408; Pub. L. 113–281, 
title II, § 205(b), Dec. 18, 2014, 128 Stat. 3025; re-
numbered § 934, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 107(b), 
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section makes the unauthorized use of the words 

‘‘Coast Guard’’ or any derivative thereof, a crime. This 

is believed to be a desirable prohibition in view of the 

many commercial organizations which are manufac-

turing equipment approved by the Coast Guard and 

selling same to vessels in the United States. 81st Con-

gress, House Report No. 557.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 639 of this 

title as this section. 

2014—Pub. L. 113–281 substituted ‘‘$10,000’’ for 

‘‘$1,000’’. 

1950—Act Aug. 3, 1950, made it possible for Com-

mandant to grant authority to private business organi-

zations to use terms or designations otherwise prohib-

ited by this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

COAST GUARD CITY, USA 

Pub. L. 105–383, title IV, § 409, Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 

3431, as amended by Pub. L. 114–120, title II, § 206, Feb. 

8, 2016, 130 Stat. 37, provided that: ‘‘The Commandant of 

the Coast Guard may recognize the community of 

Grand Haven, Michigan, as ‘Coast Guard City, USA’. If 

the Commandant desires to recognize any other com-

munity in the same manner or any other community 

requests such recognition from the Coast Guard, the 

Commandant shall notify the Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 

the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 

the House of Representatives 30 days prior to approving 

such recognition.’’

§ 935. Coast Guard band recordings for commer-
cial sale 

(a) The Coast Guard band may produce record-
ings for commercial sale. 

(b) Amounts received as proceeds from the sale 
of any such recordings may be credited to appli-
cable appropriations of the Coast Guard for ex-
penses of the Coast Guard band. 

(c) The Secretary shall prescribe regulations 
governing the accounting of such proceeds. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title III, 
§ 327(d)(1), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1532, § 640; re-
numbered § 935, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 107(b), 
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 640 of this 

title as this section. 

§ 936. Confidentiality of medical quality assur-
ance records; qualified immunity for partici-
pants 

(a) In this section—
(1) ‘‘medical quality assurance program’’ 

means any activity carried out by or for the 

Coast Guard to assess the quality of medical 
care, including activities conducted by indi-
viduals, military medical or dental treatment 
facility committees, or other review bodies re-
sponsible for quality assurance, credentials, 
infection control, patient care assessment (in-
cluding treatment procedures, blood, drugs, 
and therapeutics) medical records, health re-
sources management review and identification 
and prevention of medical or dental incidents 
and risks. 

(2) ‘‘medical quality assurance record’’ 
means the proceedings, records, minutes, and 
reports that emanate from quality assurance 
program activities described in paragraph (1) 
and are produced or compiled by the Coast 
Guard as part of a medical quality assurance 
program. 

(3) ‘‘health care provider’’ means any mili-
tary or civilian health care professional who, 
under regulations prescribed by the Secretary, 
is granted clinical practice privileges to pro-
vide health care services in a military medical 
or dental treatment facility or who is licensed 
or certified to perform health care services by 
a governmental board or agency or profes-
sional health care society or organization.

(b) Medical quality assurance records created 
by or for the Coast Guard as part of a medical 
quality assurance program are confidential and 
privileged. The records may not be disclosed to 
any person or entity except as provided in sub-
section (d). 

(c)(1) Medical quality assurance records are 
not subject to discovery and may not be admit-
ted into evidence in any judicial or administra-
tive proceeding, except as provided in subsection 
(d). 

(2) Except as provided in this section, an indi-
vidual who reviews or creates medical quality 
assurance records for the Coast Guard or who 
participates in any proceeding that reviews or 
creates the records may not testify in any judi-
cial or administrative proceeding with respect 
to the records or with respect to any finding, 
recommendation, evaluation, opinion, or action 
taken by that person in connection with the 
records. 

(d)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a medical qual-
ity assurance record may be disclosed, and an 
individual referred to in subsection (c) may tes-
tify in connection with a record only as follows: 

(A) To a Federal executive agency or private 
organization, if necessary to license, accredit, 
or monitor Coast Guard health care facilities. 

(B) To an administrative or judicial pro-
ceeding commenced by a present or former 
Coast Guard or Coast Guard assigned Public 
Health Service health care provider con-
cerning the termination, suspension, or limi-
tation of clinical privileges of the health care 
provider. 

(C) To a governmental board or agency or to 
a professional health care society or organiza-
tion, if necessary to perform licensing, or 
privileging, or to monitor professional stand-
ards for a health care provider who is or was 
a member or an employee of the Coast Guard 
or the Public Health Service assigned to the 
Coast Guard. 

(D) To a hospital, medical center, or other 
institution that provides health care services, 
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if necessary to assess the professional quali-
fications of any health care provider who is or 
was a member or employee of the Coast Guard 
or the Public Health Service assigned to the 
Coast Guard and who has applied for or been 
granted authority or employment to provide 
health care services in or on behalf of the in-
stitution. 

(E) To an officer, member, employee, or con-
tractor of the Coast Guard or the Public 
Health Service assigned to the Coast Guard if 
for official purposes. 

(F) To a criminal or civil law enforcement 
agency or instrumentality charged under ap-
plicable law with the protection of the public 
health or safety, if a qualified representative 
of the agency or instrumentality makes a 
written request that the record or testimony 
be provided for a purpose authorized by law. 

(G) In an administrative or judicial pro-
ceeding commenced by a criminal or civil law 
enforcement agency or instrumentality re-
ferred to in subparagraph (F), but only with 
respect to the subject of the proceeding.

(2) Except in a quality assurance action, the 
identity of any individual receiving health care 
services from the Coast Guard or the identity of 
any other individual associated with the agency 
for the purposes of a medical quality assurance 
program that is disclosed in a medical quality 
assurance record shall be deleted from that 
record or document before any disclosure of the 
record is made outside the Coast Guard. This re-
quirement does not apply to the release of infor-
mation under section 552a of title 5. 

(e) Except as provided in this section, a person 
having possession of or access to a record or tes-
timony described by this section may not dis-
close the contents of the record or testimony. 

(f) Medical quality assurance records may not 
be made available to any person under section 
552 of title 5. 

(g) An individual who participates in or pro-
vides information to an individual that reviews 
or creates medical quality assurance records is 
not civilly liable for participating or providing 
the information if the participation or provision 
of information was in good faith based on pre-
vailing professional standards at the time the 
medical quality assurance program activity 
took place. 

(h) Nothing in this section shall be construed 
as—

(1) authority to withhold from any person 
aggregate statistical information regarding 
the results of Coast Guard medical quality as-
surance programs; 

(2) authority to withhold any medical qual-
ity assurance record from a committee of ei-
ther House of Congress, any joint committee 
of Congress, or the Government Account-
ability Office if the record pertains to any 
matter within their respective jurisdictions; 

(3) limiting access to the information in a 
record created and maintained outside a med-
ical quality assurance program, including a 
patient’s medical records, on the grounds that 
the information was presented during meet-
ings of a review body that are part of a med-
ical quality assurance program.

(i) Except as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion, an individual who willfully discloses a 

medical quality assurance record knowing that 
the record is a medical quality assurance record, 
is liable to the United States Government for a 
civil penalty of not more than $3,000 in the case 
of a first offense and not more than $20,000 in the 
case of a subsequent offense. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–587, title V, § 5203(a), Nov. 4, 
1992, 106 Stat. 5072, § 645; amended Pub. L. 
104–324, title VII, § 746(b), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3943; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 Stat. 
814; renumbered § 936, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, 
§ 107(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 645 of this 

title as this section. 

2004—Subsec. (h)(2). Pub. L. 108–271 substituted ‘‘Gov-

ernment Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Account-

ing Office’’. 

1996—Subsecs. (d) to (h). Pub. L. 104–324 redesignated 

subsec. (d), relating to disclosure by person with access 

to a record or testimony, as (e) and redesignated former 

subsecs. (e) to (h) as (f) to (i), respectively. 

§ 937. Admiralty claims against the United States 

(a) The Secretary may consider, ascertain, ad-
just, determine, compromise, or settle, and pay 
in an amount not more than $425,000, an admi-
ralty claim against the United States for—

(1) damage caused by a vessel in the Coast 
Guard service or by other property under the 
jurisdiction of the Department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating; 

(2) compensation for towage and salvage 
services, including contract salvage, rendered 
to a vessel in the Coast Guard service or to 
other property under the jurisdiction of the 
Department in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating; or 

(3) damage caused by a maritime tort com-
mitted by an agent or employee of the Depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating or 
by property under the jurisdiction of that De-
partment.

(b) Upon acceptance of payment by the claim-
ant, the settlement or compromise of a claim 
under this section is final and conclusive not-
withstanding any other law. 

(c) If a claim under this section is settled or 
compromised for more than $100,000, the Sec-
retary shall certify it to Congress. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 548, § 646; Pub. L. 
86–533, § 1(3)(A), June 29, 1960, 74 Stat. 245; Pub. 
L. 92–417, § 2(a), Aug. 29, 1972, 86 Stat. 655; renum-
bered § 937, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 107(b), Dec. 
4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205; Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title 
LVXXXII [LXXXII], § 8212(a), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 
Stat. 4649.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 71 (June 15, 1936, 

ch. 550, 49 Stat. 1514; July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VII, § 711, 

58 Stat. 714; Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 958, § 5, 60 Stat. 1051). 

This section closely parallels title 46, U.S.C., 1946 ed., 

§§ 797, 798, which authorizes the Secretary of the Navy 

to negotiate amicable settlement of claims against the 

United States arising out of the operation of Naval ves-

sels. It grants similar authority to the Secretary of the 

Treasury in relation to vessels in the Coast Guard serv-
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