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§ 932. Administration of oaths 

(a) Such commissioned and warrant officers of 
the Coast Guard as may be designated by the 
Commandant may, pursuant to rules prescribed 
by the Commandant, exercise the general pow-
ers of a notary public in the administration of 
oaths for the following purposes: 

(1) execution, acknowledgment, and attesta-
tion of instruments and papers, oaths of alle-
giance in connection with recruiting, oaths in 
connection with courts and boards, and all 
other notarial acts in connection with the 
proper execution of Coast Guard functions; 

(2) execution, acknowledgment, and attesta-
tion of instruments and papers, and all other 
notarial acts in time of war or national emer-
gency; and 

(3) execution, acknowledgment, and attesta-
tion of instruments and papers, and all other 
notarial acts in Alaska and places beyond the 
continental limits of the United States where 
the Coast Guard is serving.

(b) No fee of any character shall be charged by 
any commissioned or warrant officer for per-
forming notarial acts. The signature and indica-
tion of grade of any commissioned or warrant 
officer performing any notarial act shall be 
prima facie evidence of his authority. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 545, § 636; renum-
bered § 932, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 107(b), Dec. 
4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§ 26, 27 (Apr. 16, 

1908, ch. 145, § 12, 35 Stat. 63; June 5, 1920, ch. 235, § 1, 41 

Stat. 880). 

Said sections are rewritten, the provisions con-

cerning oaths being broadened to conform more closely 

to law applicable to officers of the Navy (see title 34, 

U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 217a). 81st Congress, House Report No. 

557.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 636 of this 

title as this section. 

§ 933. Coast Guard ensigns and pennants 

(a) Vessels and aircraft authorized by the Sec-
retary shall be distinguished from other vessels 
and aircraft by an ensign, pennant, or other 
identifying insignia of such design as prescribed 
by the Secretary. Such ensign, pennant, or other 
identifying insignia shall be displayed in accord-
ance with regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary. 

(b) No vessel or aircraft without authority 
shall carry, hoist, or display any ensign, pen-
nant, or other identifying insignia prescribed 
for, or intended to resemble, any ensign, pen-
nant, or other identifying insignia prescribed for 
Coast Guard vessels or aircraft. An individual 
violating this subsection shall be fined not more 
than $5,000, or imprisoned for not more than two 
years, or both. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 546, § 638; Pub. L. 
111–281, title II, § 213(b), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 
2915; renumbered § 933, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, 
§ 107(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205; Pub. L. 

116–283, div. G, title LVXXXV [LXXXV], 
§ 8505(a)(9), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4748.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 64 (R.S. 2764; Aug. 

5, 1935, ch. 438, title III, § 308, 49 Stat. 528). 

Aircraft are included within the provisions of this 

section. 

The Secretary rather than the President is given the 

authority to design ensigns and pennants. 

Unauthorized display of such insignia is made illegal 

anywhere rather than only ‘‘within the jurisdiction of 

the United States’’. 

The language is broadened to include ‘‘any person 

violating this section’’; existing law applies to masters 

of offending vessels only. 81st Congress, House Report 

No. 557.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116–283 substituted ‘‘An in-

dividual’’ for ‘‘Every person’’. 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 638 of this 

title as this section. 

2010—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–281 substituted ‘‘Vessels 

and aircraft authorized by the Secretary’’ for ‘‘Coast 

Guard vessels and aircraft’’. 

§ 934. Penalty for unauthorized use of words 
‘‘Coast Guard’’

No individual, association, partnership, or cor-
poration shall, without authority of the Com-
mandant, use the combination of letters 
‘‘USCG’’ or ‘‘USCGR’’, the words ‘‘Coast Guard,’’ 
‘‘United States Coast Guard,’’ ‘‘Coast Guard Re-
serve,’’ ‘‘United States Coast Guard Reserve,’’ 
‘‘Coast Guard Auxiliary,’’ ‘‘United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary,’’ ‘‘Lighthouse Service,’’ ‘‘Life 
Saving Service,’’ or any combination or vari-
ation of such letters or words alone or with 
other letters or words, as the name under which 
he or it shall do business, for the purpose of 
trade, or by way of advertisement to induce the 
effect of leading the public to believe that any 
such individual, association, partnership, or cor-
poration has any connection with the Coast 
Guard. No individual, association, partnership, 
or corporation shall falsely advertise, or other-
wise represent falsely by any device whatsoever, 
that any project or business in which he or it is 
engaged, or product which he or it manufac-
tures, deals in, or sells, has been in any way en-
dorsed, authorized, or approved by the Coast 
Guard. Every person violating this section shall 
be fined not more than $10,000, or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 546, § 639; Aug. 3, 
1950, ch. 536, § 30, 64 Stat. 408; Pub. L. 113–281, 
title II, § 205(b), Dec. 18, 2014, 128 Stat. 3025; re-
numbered § 934, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 107(b), 
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section makes the unauthorized use of the words 

‘‘Coast Guard’’ or any derivative thereof, a crime. This 

is believed to be a desirable prohibition in view of the 

many commercial organizations which are manufac-

turing equipment approved by the Coast Guard and 

selling same to vessels in the United States. 81st Con-

gress, House Report No. 557.
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