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section, the Secretary shall establish, under the 
control of the Commandant, an unmanned sys-
tem program for the use by the Coast Guard of 
land-based, cutter-based, and aircraft-based un-
manned systems for the purpose of increasing ef-
fectiveness and efficiency of mission execution. 

(b) AUTONOMOUS CONTROL AND COMPUTER VI-
SION TECHNOLOGY PROJECT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant shall con-
duct a project to retrofit 2 or more existing 
Coast Guard small boats deployed at oper-
ational units with—

(A) commercially available autonomous 
control and computer vision technology; and 

(B) such sensors and methods of commu-
nication as are necessary to control, and 
technology to assist in conducting, search 
and rescue, surveillance, and interdiction 
missions.

(2) DATA COLLECTION.—As part of the project 
required under paragraph (1), the Commandant 
shall collect and evaluate field-collected oper-
ational data from the retrofit described in 
such paragraph to inform future requirements. 

(3) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date on which the project required under 
paragraph (1) is completed, the Commandant 
shall provide to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a 
briefing on the project that includes an eval-
uation of the data collected from the project.

(c) UNMANNED SYSTEM DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘unmanned system’’ means—

(1) an unmanned aircraft system (as such 
term is defined in section 44801 of title 49); 

(2) an unmanned marine surface system; and 
(3) an unmanned marine subsurface system. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–282, title III, § 304(a), Dec. 4, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4244; amended Pub. L. 116–283, div. 
G, title LVXXXIV [LXXXIV], § 8413(a), Jan. 1, 
2021, 134 Stat. 4725; Pub. L. 117–263, div. K, title 
CXII, § 11225(a), title CXVIII, § 11803(a), Dec. 23, 
2022, 136 Stat. 4024, 4163.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsec. (a), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 117–263, 

which was approved Dec. 23, 2022. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Pub. L. 117–263, § 11225(a), amended section gen-

erally. Prior to amendment, section related to land-

based unmanned aircraft system program. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 117–263, § 11803(a), which directed 

substitution of ‘‘section 44801 of title 49’’ for ‘‘section 

331 of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012 

(49 U.S.C. 40101 note)’’, could not be executed because of 

the intervening general amendment of this section by 

Pub. L. 117–263, § 11225(a). See above. 

2021—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 116–283 added subsec. (c).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS TESTING 

Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title LVXXXIV [LXXXIV], 

§ 8412, Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4724, provided that: 

‘‘(a) TRAINING AREA.—The Commandant [of the Coast 

Guard] shall carry out and update, as appropriate, a 

program for the use of one or more training areas to fa-

cilitate the use of unmanned aircraft systems and 

small unmanned aircraft to support missions of the 

Coast Guard. 
‘‘(b) DESIGNATION OF AREA.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the 

date of enactment of this Act [Jan. 1, 2021], the Com-

mandant shall, as part of the program under sub-

section (a), designate an area for the training, test-

ing, and development of unmanned aircraft systems 

and small unmanned aircraft. 
‘‘(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In designating a training 

area under paragraph (1), the Commandant shall—
‘‘(A) ensure that such training area has or re-

ceives all necessary Federal Aviation Administra-

tion flight authorization; and 
‘‘(B) take into consideration all of the following 

attributes of the training area: 
‘‘(i) Direct over-water maritime access from the 

site. 
‘‘(ii) The availability of existing Coast Guard 

support facilities, including pier and dock space. 
‘‘(iii) Proximity to existing and available off-

shore Warning Area airspace for test and train-

ing. 
‘‘(iv) Existing facilities and infrastructure to 

support unmanned aircraft system-augmented, 

and small unmanned aircraft-augmented, train-

ing, evaluations, and exercises. 
‘‘(v) Existing facilities with a proven track 

record of supporting unmanned aircraft systems 

and small unmanned aircraft systems flight oper-

ations. 
‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

‘‘(1) the term ‘existing’ means as of the date of en-

actment of this Act; and 
‘‘(2) the terms ‘small unmanned aircraft’ and ‘un-

manned aircraft system’ have the meanings given 

those terms in section 44801 of title 49, United States 

Code.’’

§ 320. Coast Guard Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is operating 
may establish and maintain a Junior Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps, organized into units, at 
public and private secondary educational insti-
tutions. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—Except as provided in sub-
section (d), the provisions of chapter 102 of title 
10 shall apply to a Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps established and maintained 
under this section in the same manner that such 
provisions apply to the Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps of each military department. For 
purposes of the application of such provisions to 
this section—

(1) any reference in such provisions to a 
‘‘military department’’ shall be treated as a 
reference to the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating; and 

(2) any reference in such provisions to a 
‘‘Secretary of a military department’’, a ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’, or the ‘‘Secretary of De-
fense’’ shall be treated as a reference to the 
Secretary of the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating.

(c) SCOPE.—Beginning on December 31, 2025, 
the Secretary of the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating shall maintain at all 
times a Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
program with not fewer than 1 such program es-
tablished in each Coast Guard district. 

(d) EXCEPTION.—The requirements of chapter 
102 of title 10 shall not apply to a unit of the 
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Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps estab-
lished by the Secretary of the department in 
which the Coast Guard is operating before the 
date of the enactment of this section unless the 
Secretary determines it is appropriate to apply 
such requirements to such unit. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title V, § 519(a), 
Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 1350; amended Pub. L. 
117–263, div. K, title CXII, § 11247(a), Dec. 23, 2022, 
136 Stat. 4047.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of this section, referred to 

in subsec. (d), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 116–92, 

which was approved Dec. 20, 2019. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 117–263, § 11247(a)(2), sub-

stituted ‘‘subsection (d)’’ for ‘‘subsection (c)’’. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 117–263, § 11247(a)(1), (3), 

added subsec. (c) and redesignated former subsec. (c) as 

(d). 

§ 321. Congressional affairs; Director 

The Commandant shall appoint a Director of 
Congressional Affairs from among officers of the 
Coast Guard who are in a grade above captain. 
The Director of Congressional Affairs is separate 
and distinct from the Director of Governmental 
and Public Affairs for the Coast Guard and is the 
principal advisor to the Commandant on all con-
gressional and legislative matters for the Coast 
Guard and may have such additional functions 
as the Commandant may direct. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title LVXXXII 
[LXXXII], § 8211(a), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4649.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 321 was renumbered section 2158 of 

this title. 

§ 322. Redistricting notification requirement 

The Commandant shall notify the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate at least 180 days before—

(1) implementing any plan to reduce the 
number of, change the location of, or change 
the geographic area covered by any existing 
Coast Guard Districts; or 

(2) permanently transferring more than 10 
percent of the personnel or equipment from a 
district office where such personnel or equip-
ment is based. 

(Added and amended Pub. L. 116–283, div. G, title 
LVXXXV [LXXXV], § 8501(a)(1), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 
Stat. 4745.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 108–293, title II, § 215, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 

1038, formerly set out as a note under section 504 of this 

title, was redesignated as this section, transferred to 

appear after section 321 of this title, and amended so 

that the enumerator, section catchline, typeface, and 

typestyle conformed to those appearing in other sec-

tions of this title by Pub. L. 116–283, § 8501(a)(1). 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 322 was renumbered section 2159 of 

this title. 
For redesignation of prior sections 323 to 500 not list-

ed below as having been previously repealed or renum-

bered, see Table Showing Redesignations Made by Title 

I of Pub. L. 115–282 preceding section 101 of this title. 
A prior section 356, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

521, related to retirement for disabilities incident to 

service, prior to repeal by act Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 36, 

64 Stat. 408. See sections 1204 and 1376 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces. 
A prior section 358, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, § 1, 63 

Stat. 522, limited number of retirements in a calendar 

year of enlisted men who had completed 20 years of 

service, to not more than the whole number nearest 1 

percent of the total enlisted force on the active list, 

and any men so authorized to be retired annually who 

were not so retired, could be retired during any subse-

quent year providing the total retired in that year did 

not exceed 3 percent of the total enlisted force, prior to 

repeal by Pub. L. 88–114, § 1(2), Sept. 6, 1963, 77 Stat. 144. 
Prior sections 363 and 364 were repealed by act Aug. 

3, 1950, ch. 536, § 36, 64 Stat. 408. 
Section 363, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 523, re-

lated to retiring or dropping for disabilities not inci-

dent to service. See section 1207 of Title 10, Armed 

Forces. 
Section 364, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 523, re-

lated to dropping for disabilities due to vicious habits. 

See section 1207 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 
A prior section 368, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

524, related to discharge in case of under-age enlist-

ment, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 97–322, title I, 

§ 115(b)(1), Oct. 15, 1982, 96 Stat. 1585. 
A prior section 425, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 

525, related to retiring boards, prior to repeal by act 

Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 36, 64 Stat. 408. See section 1216 of 

Title 10, Armed Forces. 
Prior sections 431, 433, and 434 were repealed by Pub. 

L. 99–640, § 10(a)(6)(A), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3549, which 

provided in part that such repeal did not affect rights 

and duties that matured, penalties that were incurred, 

and proceedings that were begun under those sections 

before Nov. 10, 1986. 
Section 431, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 526; 

Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 24, 64 Stat. 407, related to per-

sonnel of former Life Saving Service. 
Section 433, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 528; 

Sept. 27, 1949, ch. 586, 63 Stat. 698; Sept. 24, 1963, Pub. L. 

88–130, § 1(11), 77 Stat. 190; Oct. 12, 1982, Pub. L. 97–295, 

§ 2(11), (14), 96 Stat. 1302, related to personnel of former 

Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation and Bu-

reau of Customs. 
Section 434, added act Sept. 23, 1950, ch. 996, 64 Stat. 

978; amended Oct. 12, 1982, Pub. L. 97–295, § 2(14), 96 Stat. 

1302, related to personnel appointed as constructors. 
Prior sections 435 to 437 were repealed by Pub. L. 

88–130, § 4(a), Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 192. 
Section 435, added act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 9(a), 70A 

Stat. 620, related to temporary appointments in time of 

war or national emergency. 
Section 436, added act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 9(a), 70A 

Stat. 621, related to temporary promotions in time of 

war or national emergency. 
Section 437, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 9(a), 70A 

Stat. 622; June 28, 1962, Pub. L. 87–509, § 4(b), 76 Stat. 121, 

related to discharge during war or emergency of offi-

cers having less than 20 years of service for un-

satisfactory performance of duty. 
A prior section 438, added act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 

§ 9(a), 70A Stat. 623; amended June 9, 1966, Pub. L. 

89–444, § 1(21), 80 Stat. 197; Dec. 12, 1980, Pub. L. 96–513, 

title V, § 505(b), 94 Stat. 2918, related to laws not appli-

cable to warrant officers of former Life Saving Service, 

Lighthouse Service, Bureau of Marine Inspection and 

Navigation, and Bureau of Customs, prior to repeal by 
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