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(A) an order under section 706(1) of title 5, 
directing final action be taken within 30 
days from the date the order is entered; and 

(B) from amounts appropriated to the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is oper-
ating, the costs of obtaining the order, in-
cluding a reasonable attorney’s fee. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–324, title II, § 209(a), Oct. 19, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3914, § 425; renumbered § 2507, Pub. 
L. 115–282, title I, § 114(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4223.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 425 of this 

title as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 104–324, § 209(d), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3914, 

provided that: ‘‘This section [enacting this section and 

provisions set out as a note below] shall be effective on 

and after June 12, 1990.’’

SPECIAL RIGHT OF APPLICATIONS AFTER DEADLINE FOR 

COMPLETION OF BOARD ACTION 

Pub. L. 104–324, § 209(c), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3914, 

provided that: ‘‘This section [enacting this section and 

provisions set out as a note above] applies to any appli-

cant who had an application filed with or pending be-

fore the Board or the Secretary of the department in 

which the Coast Guard is operating on or after June 12, 

1990, who files with the Board for Correction of Military 

Records of the Coast Guard an application for relief 

under the amendment made by subsection (a) [enacting 

this section]. If a recommended decision was modified 

or reversed on review with final agency action occur-

ring after expiration of the 10-month deadline under 

that amendment, an applicant who so requests shall 

have the order in the final decision vacated and receive 

the relief granted in the recommended decision if the 

Coast Guard has the legal authority to grant such re-

lief. The recommended decision shall otherwise have no 

effect as precedent.’’

§ 2508. Emergency leave retention authority 

(a) IN GENERAL.—A duty assignment for an ac-
tive duty member of the Coast Guard in support 
of a declaration of a major disaster or emer-
gency by the President under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) or in response to 
a spill of national significance shall be treated, 
for the purpose of section 701(e) of title 10, as a 
duty assignment in support of a contingency op-
eration. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) SPILL OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE.—The 

term ‘‘spill of national significance’’ means a 
discharge of oil or a hazardous substance that 
is declared by the Commandant to be a spill of 
national significance. 

(2) DISCHARGE.—The term ‘‘discharge’’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 1001 of 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701). 

(Added Pub. L. 111–281, title II, § 207(a), Oct. 15, 
2010, 124 Stat. 2912, § 426; renumbered § 2508, Pub. 
L. 115–282, title I, § 114(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4223; amended Pub. L. 117–263, div. A, title VI, 
§ 631(c)(1), Dec. 23, 2022, 136 Stat. 2631.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-

gency Assistance Act, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. 

L. 93–288, May 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 143, which is classified 

principally to chapter 68 (§ 5121 et seq.) of Title 42, The 

Public Health and Welfare. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 

under section 5121 of Title 42 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 117–263 substituted ‘‘section 

701(e)’’ for ‘‘section 701(f)(2)’’. 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 426 of this 

title as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 117–232 effective Jan. 1, 2023, 

see section 631(d) of Pub. L. 117–263, set out as a note 

under section 701 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 111–281, title II, § 207(c), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 

2912, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this 

section [enacting this section] shall be deemed to have 

been enacted on April 19, 2010.’’

§ 2509. Prohibition of certain involuntary admin-
istrative separations 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), the Secretary may not authorize the 
involuntary administrative separation of a cov-
ered individual based on a determination that 
the covered individual is unsuitable for deploy-
ment or other assignment due to a medical con-
dition of the covered individual considered by a 
Physical Evaluation Board during an evaluation 
of the covered individual that resulted in the 
covered individual being determined to be fit for 
duty. 

(b) REEVALUATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may require 

a Physical Evaluation Board to reevaluate any 
covered individual if the Secretary determines 
there is reason to believe that a medical con-
dition of the covered individual considered by 
a Physical Evaluation Board during an evalua-
tion of the covered individual renders the cov-
ered individual unsuitable for continued duty. 

(2) RETIREMENTS AND SEPARATIONS.—A cov-
ered individual who is determined, based on a 
reevaluation under paragraph (1), to be unfit 
to perform the duties of the covered individ-
ual’s office, grade, rank, or rating may be re-
tired or separated for physical disability under 
chapter 61 of title 10.

(c) COVERED INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered individual’’ means any 
member of the Coast Guard who has been deter-
mined by a Physical Evaluation Board, pursuant 
to a physical evaluation by that board, to be fit 
for duty. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–213, title II, § 209(a), Dec. 20, 
2012, 126 Stat. 1549, § 427; amended Pub. L. 
114–120, title II, § 209(6), Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 41; 
renumbered § 2509, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 114(b), 
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4223.)
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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 427 of this 

title as this section. 

2016—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 114–120 substituted ‘‘chap-

ter 61 of title 10’’ for ‘‘this chapter’’. 

§ 2510. Sea service letters 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall provide a 
sea service letter to a member or former mem-
ber of the Coast Guard who—

(1) accumulated sea service on a vessel of the 
Armed Forces (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 527(e)); and 

(2) requests such letter.

(b) DEADLINE.—Not later than 30 days after re-
ceiving a request for a sea service letter from a 
member or former member of the Coast Guard 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall provide 
such letter to such member or former member if 
such member or former member satisfies the re-
quirement under subsection (a)(1). 

(Added Pub. L. 113–281, title III, § 305(b)(1), Dec. 
18, 2014, 128 Stat. 3044, § 428; renumbered § 2510 
and amended Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 114(b), title 
III, § 318(c), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4223, 4252.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282, § 114(b), renumbered section 428 

of this title as this section. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 115–282, § 318(c), substituted 

‘‘Armed Forces’’ for ‘‘armed forces’’ and ‘‘section 

527(e)’’ for ‘‘section 101(a) of title 10’’. 

§ 2511. Investigations of flag officers and Senior 
Executive Service employees 

In conducting an investigation into an allega-
tion of misconduct by a flag officer or member 
of the Senior Executive Service serving in the 
Coast Guard, the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Homeland Security shall—

(1) conduct the investigation in a manner 
consistent with Department of Defense poli-
cies for such an investigation; and 

(2) consult with the Inspector General of the 
Department of Defense. 

(Added Pub. L. 114–120, title II, § 220(a), Feb. 8, 
2016, 130 Stat. 48, § 430; renumbered § 2511, Pub. L. 
115–282, title I, § 114(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4223.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 430 of this 

title as this section. 

§ 2512. Leave policies for the Coast Guard 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), not later than 1 year after the date 
on which the Secretary of the Navy promulgates 
a new rule, policy, or memorandum pursuant to 
section 704 of title 10, United States Code, with 
respect to leave associated with the birth or 
adoption of a child, the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating 
shall promulgate a similar rule, policy, or 

memorandum that provides leave to officers and 
enlisted members of the Coast Guard that is 
equal in duration and compensation to that pro-
vided by the Secretary of the Navy. 

(b) LEAVE ASSOCIATED WITH BIRTH OR ADOP-
TION OF CHILD.—Notwithstanding subsection (a), 
sections 701 and 704 of title 10, or any other pro-
vision of law, all officers and enlisted members 
of the Coast Guard shall be authorized leave as-
sociated with the birth or adoption of a child 
during the 1-year period immediately following 
such birth or adoption and, at the discretion of 
the Commanding Officer, such officer or enlisted 
member shall be permitted—

(1) to take such leave in increments; and 
(2) to use flexible work schedules (pursuant 

to a program established by the Secretary in 
accordance with chapter 61 of title 5). 

(Added Pub. L. 114–120, title II, § 222(a), Feb. 8, 
2016, 130 Stat. 49, § 431; renumbered § 2512 and 
amended Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 114(b), title III, 
§ 315(a), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4223, 4250.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282, § 315(a), designated existing pro-

visions as subsec. (a), inserted heading, substituted 

‘‘Except as provided in subsection (b), not later than 1 

year’’ for ‘‘Not later than 1 year’’, and added subsec. 

(b). 
Pub. L. 115–282, § 114(b), renumbered section 431 of this 

title as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

FLEXIBLE WORK SCHEDULES 

Pub. L. 115–282, title III, § 315(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 

4250, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 180 days after the 

date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 4, 2018], the Sec-

retary of the department in which the Coast Guard is 

operating shall ensure that a flexible work schedule 

program under chapter 61 of title 5, United States Code, 

is in place for officers and enlisted members of the 

Coast Guard.’’

§ 2513. Computation of length of service 

In computing length of service of officers and 
enlisted personnel for any purpose all creditable 
service in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 
Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, Revenue Cut-
ter Service, and Life Saving Service shall be in-
cluded in addition to any other creditable serv-
ice authorized by any other law. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 531, § 467; renum-
bered § 2513, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 114(b), Dec. 
4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4223; Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title 
IX, § 927(b)(2), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3831.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 2 (Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 

20, § 3, 38 Stat. 801). 
The Air Force is added in the enumeration of serv-

ices. 
That part referring to the operation of a station for 

part of a year is omitted. 
Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 

House Report No. 557.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283 inserted ‘‘Space Force,’’ after 

‘‘Air Force,’’. 
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