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1 See References in Text note below. 

§ 1701r–1. Pet ownership in assisted rental hous-
ing for the elderly or handicapped 

(a) Restrictions on ownership 

No owner or manager of any federally assisted 
rental housing for the elderly or handicapped 
may—

(1) as a condition of tenancy or otherwise, 
prohibit or prevent any tenant in such housing 
from owning common household pets or hav-
ing common household pets living in the 
dwelling accommodations of such tenant in 
such housing; or 

(2) restrict or discriminate against any per-
son in connection with admission to, or con-
tinued occupancy of, such housing by reason of 
the ownership of such pets by, or the presence 
of such pets in the dwelling accommodations 
of, such person. 

(b) Rules and regulations 

(1) Not later than the expiration of the twelve-
month period following November 30, 1983, the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
and the Secretary of Agriculture shall each 
issue such regulations as may be necessary to 
ensure (A) compliance with the provisions of 
subsection (a) with respect to any program of 
assistance referred to in subsection (d) that is 
administered by such Secretary; and (B) attain-
ing the goal of providing decent, safe, and sani-
tary housing for the elderly or handicapped. 

(2) Such regulations shall establish guidelines 
under which the owner or manager of any feder-
ally assisted rental housing for the elderly or 
handicapped (A) may prescribe reasonable rules 
for the keeping of pets by tenants in such hous-
ing; and (B) shall consult with the tenants of 
such housing in prescribing such rules. Such 
rules may consider factors such as density of 
tenants, pet size, types of pets, potential finan-
cial obligations of tenants, and standards of pet 
care. 

(c) Removal of pets constituting a nuisance 

Nothing in this section may be construed to 
prohibit any owner or manager of federally as-
sisted rental housing for the elderly or handi-
capped, or any local housing authority or other 
appropriate authority of the community where 
such housing is located, from requiring the re-
moval from any such housing of any pet whose 
conduct or condition is duly determined to con-
stitute a nuisance or a threat to the health or 
safety of the other occupants of such housing or 
of other persons in the community where such 
housing is located. 

(d) ‘‘Federally assisted rental housing for the el-
derly or handicapped’’ defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘feder-
ally assisted rental housing for the elderly or 
handicapped’’ means any rental housing project 
that—

(1) is assisted under section 1701q of this 
title; or 

(2) is assisted under the United States Hous-
ing Act of 1937 [42 U.S.C. 1437 et seq.], the Na-
tional Housing Act [12 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.], or 
title V of the Housing Act of 1949 [42 U.S.C. 
1471 et seq.], and is designated for occupancy 
by elderly or handicapped families, as such 

term is defined in section 1701q(d)(4) 1 of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 98–181, title I [title II, § 227], Nov. 30, 
1983, 97 Stat. 1195.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The United States Housing Act of 1937, referred to in 
subsec. (d)(2), is act Sept. 1, 1937, ch. 896, as revised gen-
erally by Pub. L. 93–383, title II, Aug. 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 
653, which is classified generally to chapter 8 (§ 1437 et 
seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 1437 of Title 42 
and Tables. 

The National Housing Act, referred to in subsec. 
(d)(2), is act June 27, 1934, ch. 847, 48 Stat. 1246, which 
is classified principally to this chapter (§ 1701 et seq.). 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
section 1701 of this title and Tables. 

The Housing Act of 1949, referred to in subsec. (d)(2), 
is act July 15, 1949, ch. 338, 63 Stat. 413. Title V of the 
Housing Act of 1949 is classified generally to subchapter 
III (§ 1471 et seq.) of chapter 8A of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 1441 of Title 42 and Tables. 

Section 1701q of this title, referred to in subsec. (d)(2), 
was amended generally by Pub. L. 101–625, title VIII, 
§ 801(a), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4297, and, as so amended, 
no longer contains a subsec. (d)(4) or a definition of the 
term ‘‘elderly or handicapped families’’. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Housing and 
Urban–Rural Recovery Act of 1983 and also as part of 
the Domestic Housing and International Recovery and 
Financial Stability Act, and not as part of the National 
Housing Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1701s. Rent supplement payments for qualified 
lower income families 

(a) Authorization; maximum term; maximum ag-
gregate amount 

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’) is authorized to make, and contract to 
make, annual payments to a ‘‘housing owner’’ 
on behalf of ‘‘qualified tenants’’, as those terms 
are defined herein, in such amounts and under 
such circumstances as are prescribed in or pur-
suant to this section. In no case shall a contract 
provide for such payments with respect to any 
housing for a period exceeding forty years. The 
aggregate amount of the contracts to make such 
payments shall not exceed amounts approved in 
appropriation Acts, and payments pursuant to 
such contracts shall not exceed $150,000,000 per 
annum prior to July 1, 1969, which maximum 
dollar amount shall be increased by $40,000,000, 
on July 1, 1969, by $100,000,000 on July 1, 1970, and 
by $40,000,000 on July 1, 1971. 

(b) ‘‘Housing owner’’ defined; limitation on pay-
ments to housing owner 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘housing 
owner’’ means a private nonprofit corporation 
or other private nonprofit legal entity, a limited 
dividend corporation or other limited dividend 
legal entity, or a cooperative housing corpora-
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