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(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 591; Pub. L. 
91–393, § 5, Sept. 1, 1970, 84 Stat. 835; Pub. L. 
116–283, div. A, title IX, § 923(e)(18), Jan. 1, 2021, 
134 Stat. 3819.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

9776 ......... 50:178. Apr. 11, 1898, J. Res. 21, 
30 Stat. 737. 

The word ‘‘important’’ is omitted as covered by the 
word ‘‘urgent’’. The words ‘‘upon which such work is to 
be placed’’ are omitted as surplusage.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283 substituted ‘‘installation’’ for 
‘‘air base’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–393 struck out ‘‘In such a case, sec-
tion 175 of title 50 does not apply.’’

§ 9777. Permits: military reservations; landing 
ferries, erecting bridges, driving livestock 

Whenever the Secretary of the Air Force con-
siders that it can be done without injury to the 
reservation or inconvenience to the military 
forces stationed there, he may permit—

(1) the landing of ferries at a military res-
ervation; 

(2) the erection of bridges on a military res-
ervation; and 

(3) the driving of livestock across a military 
reservation. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 591.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

9777 ......... 10:1348. July 5, 1884, ch. 214, § 6, 23 
Stat. 104. 

The words ‘‘may permit’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘shall have authority, in his discretion, to per-
mit’’. The words ‘‘to permit the extension of State, 
county, and Territorial roads across military reserva-
tions’’ are omitted as superseded by section 2668 of this 
title. In clause (3), the word ‘‘livestock’’ is substituted 
for the words ‘‘cattle, sheep or other stock animals’’. 

§ 9778. Licenses: military reservations; erection 
and use of buildings; Young Men’s Christian 
Association 

Under such conditions as he may prescribe, 
the Secretary of the Air Force may issue a rev-
ocable license to the International Committee 
of Young Men’s Christian Associations of North 
America to erect and maintain, on military res-
ervations within the United States and the Com-
monwealths and possessions, buildings needed 
by that organization for the promotion of the 
social, physical, intellectual, and moral welfare 
of the members of the Air Force on those res-
ervations. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 591; Pub. L. 
109–163, div. A, title X, § 1057(a)(6), Jan. 6, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3441.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

9778 ......... 10:1346. May 31, 1902, ch. 943, 32 
Stat. 282. 

The words ‘‘may issue’’ are substituted for the words 
‘‘Authority is given to * * * in his discretion, to grant 
permission’’. The words ‘‘Under such conditions as he 
may prescribe’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘under 
such regulations as the Secretary of the Army may im-
pose’’. The words ‘‘members of the Air Force’’ are sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘garrisons’’. The words ‘‘the Ter-
ritories, Commonwealths, and possessions’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘or its island possessions’’, for 
clarity.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–163 substituted ‘‘Commonwealths 
and possessions’’ for ‘‘Territories, Commonwealths, and 
possessions’’. 

§ 9779. Use of public property 

(a) When the economy of the Air Force or the 
Space Force so requires, the Secretary of the 
Air Force shall establish military headquarters 
in places where suitable buildings are owned by 
the United States. 

(b) No money appropriated for the support of 
the Air Force or the Space Force may be spent 
for base gardens or Air Force exchanges. How-
ever, this does not prevent Air Force exchanges 
from using public buildings or public transpor-
tation that, in the opinion of the Secretary, are 
not needed for other purposes. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 591; Pub. L. 
99–661, div. B, title VII, § 2721, Nov. 14, 1986, 100 
Stat. 4042; Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title IX, 
§ 923(e)(19), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3819.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

9779(a) .....
9779(b) .....

10:1332. 
10:1345. 

June 23, 1879, ch. 35, § 8, 
21 Stat. 35. 

9779(c) ..... 10:1335. Aug. 1, 1914, ch. 223 (2d 
par. under ‘‘Quarter-
master Corps’’), 38 
Stat. 629. 

July 16, 1892, ch. 195 (last 
proviso under ‘‘Quar-
termaster’s Depart-
ment’’), 27 Stat. 178; 
June 28, 1950, ch. 383, 
§ 402(c), 64 Stat. 272. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘United States’’ are sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘Government’’. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘suitable space’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘proper and suitable room or 
rooms’’. The words ‘‘there is a’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘have been established’’. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘the Secretary’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘the Quartermaster General’’, 
since the functions which, for the Army, are assigned 
by statute to subordinate officers of the Army, are, for 
the Air Force, assigned to the Secretary.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116–283, § 923(e)(19)(A), in-
serted ‘‘or the Space Force’’ after ‘‘economy of the Air 
Force’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116–283, § 923(e)(19)(B), inserted 
‘‘or the Space Force’’ after ‘‘support of the Air Force’’. 
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1986—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 99–661 redesignated 
subsec. (c) as (b) and struck out former subsec. (b) 
which directed the Secretary to assign suitable space 
for postal purposes at each air base where there was a 
post office. 

§ 9780. Acquisition of buildings in District of Co-
lumbia 

(a) In time of war or when war is imminent, 
the Secretary of the Air Force may acquire by 
lease any building, or part of a building, in the 
District of Columbia that may be needed for 
military purposes. 

(b) At any time, the Secretary may, for the 
purposes of the Department of the Air Force, 
requisition the use and take possession of any 
building or space in any building, and its appur-
tenances, in the District of Columbia, other 
than—

(1) a dwelling house occupied as such; 
(2) a building occupied by any other agency 

of the United States; or 
(3) space in such a dwelling house or build-

ing.

The Secretary shall determine, and pay out of 
funds appropriated for the payment of rent by 
the Department of the Air Force, just compensa-
tion for that use. If the amount of the com-
pensation is not satisfactory to the person enti-
tled to it, the Secretary shall pay 75 percent of 
it to that person, and the claimant is entitled to 
recover by action against the United States an 
additional amount that, when added to the 
amount paid by the Secretary, is determined by 
the court to be just compensation for that use. 

(Added Pub. L. 85–861, § 1(203)(A), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 
Stat. 1542.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

9780(a) .....
9780(b) .....

40:37. 
40:41. 

July 9, 1918, ch. 143 (3d 
proviso under ‘‘Bar-
racks and Quarters’’), 
40 Stat. 861. 

July 8, 1918, ch. 139 (2d 
par. under ‘‘War De-
partment’’), 40 Stat. 
826. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘may acquire by lease’’ 
are substituted for the words ‘‘is authorized, in his dis-
cretion, to rent or lease’’. The word ‘‘needed’’ is sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘required’’. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘At any time’’ are in-
serted for clarity. The word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for 
the words ‘‘is authorized’’. The word ‘‘agency’’ is sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘branch’’. Clause (3) is inserted 
for clarity. The word ‘‘determine’’ is substituted for the 
word ‘‘ascertain’’. The words ‘‘out of funds appro-
priated for the payment of rent by’’ are substituted for 
the words ‘‘within the limits of the appropriations for 
rent made by any act making appropriations for’’. The 
word ‘‘is’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘be’’. The words 
‘‘so ascertained’’ and ‘‘in the manner provided by sec-
tions 41(20) and 250 of Title 28’’ are omitted as surplus-
age, since those sections were repealed in 1948 and re-
placed by sections 1346, 1491, 1496, 1501, 1503, 2401, 2402, 
and 2501 of that title. 

§ 9781. Disposition of real property at missile 
sites 

(a)(1) The Administrator of General Services 
shall dispose of the interest of the United States 

in any tract of real property described in para-
graph (2) or in any easement held in connection 
with any such tract of real property only as pro-
vided in this section. 

(2) The real property referred to in paragraph 
(1) is any tract of land (including improvements 
thereon) owned by the Department of the Air 
Force that—

(A) is not required for the needs of the De-
partment of the Air Force and the discharge of 
the responsibilities of the Department of the 
Air Force, as determined by the Secretary of 
the Air Force; 

(B) does not exceed 25 acres; 
(C) was used by the Department of the Air 

Force as a site for one or more missile launch 
facilities, missile launch control buildings, or 
other facilities to support missile launch oper-
ations; and 

(D) is surrounded by lands that are adjacent 
to such tract and that—

(i) are owned in fee simple by one owner, 
either individually or by more than one per-
son jointly, in common, or by the entirety; 
or 

(ii) are owned separately by two or more 
owners.

(b)(1)(A) Whenever the interest of the United 
States in a tract of real property or easement 
referred to in subsection (a) is available for dis-
position under this section, the Administrator 
shall transmit a notice of the availability of the 
real property or easement to each person de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2)(D)(i) who owns lands 
adjacent to that real property or easement. 

(B) The Administrator shall convey, for fair 
market value, the interest of the United States 
in a tract of land referred to in subsection (a), or 
in any easement in connection with such a tract 
of land, to any person or persons described in 
subsection (a)(2)(D)(i) who, with respect to such 
land, are ready, willing, and able to purchase 
such interest for the fair market value of such 
interest. 

(2)(A) In the case of a tract of real property re-
ferred to in subsection (a) that is surrounded by 
adjacent lands that are owned separately by two 
or more owners, the Administrator shall dispose 
of that tract of real property in accordance with 
this paragraph. In disposing of the real property, 
the Administrator shall satisfy the require-
ments specified in paragraph (1) regarding no-
tice to owners, sale at fair market value, and 
the determination of the qualifications of the 
purchaser. 

(B) The Administrator shall dispose of such a 
tract of real property through a sealed bid com-
petitive sale. The Administrator shall afford an 
opportunity to compete to acquire the interest 
of the United States in the real property to all 
of the persons described in subsection 
(a)(2)(D)(ii) who own lands adjacent to that real 
property. The Administrator shall restrict to 
these persons the opportunity to compete in the 
sealed bid competitive sale. 

(C) Subject to subparagraph (D), the Adminis-
trator shall convey the interest of the United 
States in the tract of real property to the high-
est bidder. 

(D) If all of the bids received by the Adminis-
trator in the sealed bid competitive sale of the 
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