
Page 820TITLE 10—ARMED FORCES§ 915

dangerous weapon concealed on or about his per-
son shall be punished as a court-martial may di-
rect. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 72; Pub. L. 
114–328, div. E, title LX, § 5426, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 
Stat. 2948.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

914 .......... 50:708. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 114), 64 Stat. 139. 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Any person sub-
ject to this chapter who fights or promotes, or is con-
cerned in or connives at fighting a duel, or who, having 
knowledge of a challenge sent or about to be sent, fails 
to report the facts promptly to the proper authority, 
shall be punished as a court-martial may direct.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–328 effective on Jan. 1, 
2019, as designated by the President, with imple-
menting regulations and provisions relating to applica-
bility to various situations, see section 5542 of Pub. L. 
114–328 and Ex. Ord. No. 13825, set out as notes under 
section 801 of this title. 

§ 915. Art. 115. Communicating threats 

(a) COMMUNICATING THREATS GENERALLY.—Any 
person subject to this chapter who wrongfully 
communicates a threat to injure the person, 
property, or reputation of another shall be pun-
ished as a court-martial may direct. 

(b) COMMUNICATING THREAT TO USE EXPLOSIVE, 
ETC.—Any person subject to this chapter who 
wrongfully communicates a threat to injure the 
person or property of another by use of (1) an ex-
plosive, (2) a weapon of mass destruction, (3) a 
biological or chemical agent, substance, or 
weapon, or (4) a hazardous material, shall be 
punished as a court-martial may direct. 

(c) COMMUNICATING FALSE THREAT CONCERNING 
USE OF EXPLOSIVE, ETC.—Any person subject to 
this chapter who maliciously communicates a 
false threat concerning injury to the person or 
property of another by use of (1) an explosive, (2) 
a weapon of mass destruction, (3) a biological or 
chemical agent, substance, or weapon, or (4) a 
hazardous material, shall be punished as a 
court-martial may direct. As used in the pre-
ceding sentence, the term ‘‘false threat’’ means 
a threat that, at the time the threat is commu-
nicated, is known to be false by the person com-
municating the threat. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 72; Pub. L. 
114–328, div. E, title LX, § 5427, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 
Stat. 2948.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

915 .......... 50:709. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 115), 64 Stat. 139. 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 114–328 amended section generally. Prior to 
amendment, section related to the offense of malin-
gering. See section 883 of this title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–328 effective on Jan. 1, 
2019, as designated by the President, with imple-
menting regulations and provisions relating to applica-
bility to various situations, see section 5542 of Pub. L. 
114–328 and Ex. Ord. No. 13825, set out as notes under 
section 801 of this title. 

§ 916. Art. 116. Riot or breach of peace 

Any person subject to this chapter who causes 
or participates in any riot or breach of the peace 
shall be punished as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 72.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

916 .......... 50:710. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 116), 64 Stat. 139. 

§ 917. Art. 117. Provoking speeches or gestures 

Any person subject to this chapter who uses 
provoking or reproachful words or gestures to-
wards any other person subject to this chapter 
shall be punished as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 72.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

917 .......... 50:711. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 117), 64 Stat. 139. 

§ 917a. Art. 117a. Wrongful broadcast or distribu-
tion of intimate visual images 

(a) PROHIBITION.—Any person subject to this 
chapter—

(1) who knowingly and wrongfully broad-
casts or distributes an intimate visual image 
of another person or a visual image of sexually 
explicit conduct involving a person who—

(A) is at least 18 years of age at the time 
the intimate visual image or visual image of 
sexually explicit conduct was created; 

(B) is identifiable from the intimate visual 
image or visual image of sexually explicit 
conduct itself, or from information dis-
played in connection with the intimate vis-
ual image or visual image of sexually ex-
plicit conduct; and 

(C) does not explicitly consent to the 
broadcast or distribution of the intimate 
visual image or visual image of sexually ex-
plicit conduct;

(2) who knows or reasonably should have 
known that the intimate visual image or vis-
ual image of sexually explicit conduct was 
made under circumstances in which the person 
depicted in the intimate visual image or visual 
image of sexually explicit conduct retained a 
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reasonable expectation of privacy regarding 
any broadcast or distribution of the intimate 
visual image or visual image of sexually ex-
plicit conduct; 

(3) who knows or reasonably should have 
known that the broadcast or distribution of 
the intimate visual image or visual image of 
sexually explicit conduct is likely—

(A) to cause harm, harassment, intimida-
tion, emotional distress, or financial loss for 
the person depicted in the intimate visual 
image or visual image of sexually explicit 
conduct; or 

(B) to harm substantially the depicted per-
son with respect to that person’s health, 
safety, business, calling, career, financial 
condition, reputation, or personal relation-
ships; and

(4) whose conduct, under the circumstances, 
had a reasonably direct and palpable connec-
tion to a military mission or military environ-
ment,

is guilty of wrongful distribution of intimate 
visual images or visual images of sexually ex-
plicit conduct and shall be punished as a court-
martial may direct. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) BROADCAST.—The term ‘‘broadcast’’ 
means to electronically transmit a visual 
image with the intent that it be viewed by a 
person or persons. 

(2) DISTRIBUTE.—The term ‘‘distribute’’ 
means to deliver to the actual or constructive 
possession of another person, including trans-
mission by mail or electronic means. 

(3) INTIMATE VISUAL IMAGE.—The term ‘‘inti-
mate visual image’’ means a visual image that 
depicts a private area of a person. 

(4) PRIVATE AREA.—The term ‘‘private area’’ 
means the naked or underwear-clad genitalia, 
anus, buttocks, or female areola or nipple. 

(5) REASONABLE EXPECTATION OF PRIVACY.—
The term ‘‘reasonable expectation of privacy’’ 
means circumstances in which a reasonable 
person would believe that a private area of the 
person, or sexually explicit conduct involving 
the person, would not be visible to the public. 

(6) SEXUALLY EXPLICIT CONDUCT.—The term 
‘‘sexually explicit conduct’’ means actual or 
simulated genital-genital contact, oral-genital 
contact, anal-genital contact, or oral-anal 
contact, whether between persons of the same 
or opposite sex, bestiality, masturbation, or 
sadistic or masochistic abuse. 

(7) VISUAL IMAGE.—The term ‘‘visual image’’ 
means the following: 

(A) Any developed or undeveloped photo-
graph, picture, film, or video. 

(B) Any digital or computer image, pic-
ture, film, or video made by any means, in-
cluding those transmitted by any means, in-
cluding streaming media, even if not stored 
in a permanent format. 

(C) Any digital or electronic data capable 
of conversion into a visual image. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–91, div. A, title V, § 533(a), 
Dec. 12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1389.) 

§ 918. Art. 118. Murder 

Any person subject to this chapter who, with-
out justification or excuse, unlawfully kills a 
human being, when such person—

(1) has a premeditated design to kill; 
(2) intends to kill or inflict great bodily 

harm; 
(3) is engaged in an act which is inherently 

dangerous to another and evinces a wanton 
disregard of human life; or 

(4) is engaged in the perpetration or at-
tempted perpetration of burglary, rape, rape of 
a child, sexual assault, sexual assault of a 
child, aggravated sexual contact, sexual abuse 
of a child, robbery, or aggravated arson;

is guilty of murder, and shall suffer such punish-
ment as a court-martial may direct, except that 
if found guilty under clause (1) or (4), such per-
son shall suffer death or imprisonment for life 
as a court-martial may direct, unless such per-
son is otherwise sentenced in accordance with a 
plea agreement entered into between the parties 
under section 853a of this title (article 53a). 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 72; Pub. L. 
102–484, div. A, title X, § 1066(b), Oct. 23, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2506; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title V, § 552(d), 
Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3263; Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, 
title V, § 541(d)(2), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1410; 
Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title V, § 531(d)(2)(B), Dec. 
19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3364; Pub. L. 114–328, div. E, 
title LX, § 5428, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2949; Pub. 
L. 118–31, div. A, title V, § 531(a), Dec. 22, 2023, 137 
Stat. 257.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

918 .......... 50:712. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 118), 64 Stat. 140. 

The words ‘‘of this section’’ are omitted as surplus-
age.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2023—Pub. L. 118–31 substituted ‘‘such person’’ for 
‘‘he’’ in introductory and concluding provisions and 
substituted ‘‘direct, unless such person is otherwise 
sentenced in accordance with a plea agreement entered 
into between the parties under section 853a of this title 
(article 53a).’’ for ‘‘ direct.’’ in concluding provisions. 

2016—Par. (4). Pub. L. 114–328 struck out ‘‘forcible sod-
omy,’’ after ‘‘burglary,’’. 

2014—Par. (4). Pub. L. 113–291 substituted ‘‘forcible 
sodomy’’ for ‘‘sodomy’’. 

2011—Par. (4). Pub. L. 112–81 substituted ‘‘sexual as-
sault, sexual assault of a child, aggravated sexual con-
tact, sexual abuse of a child,’’ for ‘‘aggravated sexual 
assault, aggravated sexual assault of a child, aggra-
vated sexual contact, aggravated sexual abuse of a 
child, aggravated sexual contact with a child,’’. 

2006—Par. (4). Pub. L. 109–163 substituted ‘‘rape, rape 
of a child, aggravated sexual assault, aggravated sexual 
assault of a child, aggravated sexual contact, aggra-
vated sexual abuse of a child, aggravated sexual con-
tact with a child,’’ for ‘‘rape,’’. 

1992—Par. (3). Pub. L. 102–484 substituted ‘‘another’’ 
for ‘‘others’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–328 effective on Jan. 1, 
2019, as designated by the President, with imple-


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-08-22T12:50:49-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




