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Subsec. (f)(2). Pub. L. 116–92, § 901(a)(5)(B), substituted 
‘‘1,650’’ for ‘‘1,585’’. 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 8014 of this 
title as this section. 

2016—Subsec. (f)(4). Pub. L. 114–328, § 903(e)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘time of war.’’ for ‘‘time of war or during a na-
tional emergency declared by the President or Con-
gress. The limitation in paragraph (2) does not apply 
whenever the President determines that it is in the na-
tional interest to increase the number of officers as-
signed or detailed to permanent duty in the Office of 
the Secretary of the Air Force or on the Air Staff.’’

Subsec. (f)(5). Pub. L. 114–328, § 903(e)(2), added par. (5). 
2002—Subsec. (b)(5) to (7). Pub. L. 107–314 added par. 

(5) and redesignated former pars. (5) and (6) as (6) and 
(7), respectively. 

2001—Subsec. (f)(3). Pub. L. 107–107 substituted ‘‘60’’ 
for ‘‘the number equal to 85 percent of the number of 
general officers assigned or detailed to such duty on 
the date of the enactment of this subsection’’. 

1989—Subsec. (f)(5). Pub. L. 101–189 struck out par. (5) 
which read as follows: ‘‘The limitations in paragraphs 
(1), (2), and (3) do not apply before October 1, 1988.’’

1988—Subsec. (c)(5). Pub. L. 100–456 added par. (5). 
1987—Subsec. (f)(4). Pub. L. 100–180 inserted ‘‘the 

President or’’ after ‘‘declared by’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Requirements of subsec. (c)(5) of this section applica-
ble with respect to any person appointed on or after 
Sept. 29, 1988, as head of office or other entity des-
ignated for conducting auditing function in a military 
department, see section 325(d)(1) of Pub. L. 100–456, set 
out as a note under section 8014 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subsecs. (c) and (d) of this section to be implemented 
not later than 180 days after Oct. 1, 1986, see section 
532(a) of Pub. L. 99–433, set out as a note under section 
7014 of this title. 

EXCEPTIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS TO LIMITATIONS ON 
PERSONNEL 

Baseline personnel limitations in this section inappli-
cable to certain acquisition personnel and personnel 
hired pursuant to a shortage category designation for 
fiscal year 2009 and fiscal years thereafter, and Sec-
retary of Defense or a secretary of a military depart-
ment authorized to adjust such limitations for fiscal 
year 2009 and fiscal years thereafter, see section 1111 of 
Pub. L. 110–417, set out as a note under section 143 of 
this title. 

§ 9015. Under Secretary of the Air Force 

(a) There is an Under Secretary of the Air 
Force, appointed from civilian life by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

(b) The Under Secretary shall perform such 
duties and exercise such powers as the Secretary 
of the Air Force may prescribe. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(3), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1058, § 8015; renumbered § 9015, Pub. 
L. 115–232, div. A, title VIII, § 806(c), Aug. 13, 2018, 
132 Stat. 1833.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 8013 of this title prior to enactment of 
Pub. L. 99–433. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 8015 of this 
title as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title.

Executive Documents 

ORDER OF SUCCESSION 

For order of succession in event of death, permanent 
disability, or resignation of Secretary of the Air Force, 
see Ex. Ord. No. 12909, Apr. 22, 1994, 59 F.R. 21909, listed 
in a table under section 3345 of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees. 

§ 9016. Assistant Secretaries of the Air Force 

(a) There are five Assistant Secretaries of the 
Air Force. They shall be appointed from civilian 
life by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

(b)(1) The Assistant Secretaries shall perform 
such duties and exercise such powers as the Sec-
retary of the Air Force may prescribe. 

(2) One of the Assistant Secretaries shall be 
the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs. He shall have as 
his principal duty the overall supervision of 
manpower and reserve component affairs of the 
Department of the Air Force. 

(3)(A) One of the Assistant Secretaries shall be 
the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Fi-
nancial Management. 

(B) The Assistant Secretary shall be appointed 
from among persons who have significant budg-
et, financial management, or audit experience in 
complex organizations. 

(C) The principal responsibility of the Assist-
ant Secretary shall be the exercise of the comp-
troller functions of the Department of the Air 
Force, including financial management func-
tions. The Assistant Secretary shall be respon-
sible for all financial management activities and 
operations of the Department of the Air Force 
and shall advise the Secretary of the Air Force 
on financial management. 

(4)(A) One of the Assistant Secretaries shall be 
the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Ac-
quisition, Technology, and Logistics. The prin-
cipal duty of the Assistant Secretary shall be 
the overall supervision of acquisition, tech-
nology, and logistics matters of the Department 
of the Air Force. 

(B) The Assistant Secretary shall have a Prin-
cipal Military Deputy, who shall be an officer of 
the Air Force on active duty. The Principal 
Military Deputy shall be appointed from among 
officers who have significant experience in the 
areas of acquisition and program management. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

The position of Principal Military Deputy shall 
be designated as a critical acquisition position 
under section 1731 of this title. In the event of a 
vacancy in the position of Assistant Secretary 
of the Air Force for Acquisition, the Principal 
Military Deputy may serve as Acting Assistant 
Secretary for a period of not more than one 
year. 

(5)(A) One of the Assistant Secretaries shall be 
the Assistant Secretary for Energy, Installa-
tions, and Environment. 

(B) The principal duty of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Energy, Installations, and Environ-
ment shall be the overall supervision of energy, 
installation, and environment matters for the 
Department of the Air Force. 

(6)(A) One of the Assistant Secretaries is the 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Space 
Acquisition and Integration. 

(B) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of the Air Force, the 
Assistant Secretary shall do as follows: 

(i) Be responsible for and oversee all archi-
tecture and integration with respect to the ac-
quisition of the space systems and programs of 
the armed forces, including in support of the 
Chief of Space Operations under section 9082 of 
this title. 

(ii) Act as the chair of the Space Acquisition 
Council under section 9021 of this title. 

(iii) Advise the service acquisition executive 
of the Air Force with responsibility for space 
systems and programs (including for all major 
defense acquisition programs under chapter 
144 1 of this title for space) on the acquisition 
of such systems and programs by the Air 
Force. 

(iv) Oversee and direct each of the following: 
(I) The Space Rapid Capabilities Office 

under section 2273a of this title. 
(II) The Space Systems Command. 
(III) The Space Development Agency with 

respect to acquisition decisions.

(v) Advise and synchronize acquisition 
projects for all space systems and programs of 
the Air Force, including projects for space sys-
tems and programs responsibility for which is 
transferred to the Assistant Secretary pursu-
ant to section 956(b)(3) of the United States 
Space Force Act. 

(vi) Effective as of the date specified in sec-
tion 957(d) of such Act, and in accordance with 
such section 957, serve as the Service Acquisi-
tion Executive of the Department of the Air 
Force for Space Systems and Programs and 
discharge any senior procurement executive 
duties and authorities assigned by the Sec-
retary of the Air Force pursuant to section 
9014(c)(6) of this title.

(C) The Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
for Space Acquisition and Integration shall have 
a Principal Military Deputy for Space Acquisi-
tion and Integration, who shall be an officer of 
the Space Force on active duty. The Principal 
Military Deputy for Space Acquisition and Inte-
gration shall be appointed from among officers 
who have significant experience in the areas of 
acquisition and program management. The posi-

tion of Principal Military Deputy for Space Ac-
quisition and Integration shall be designated as 
a critical acquisition position under section 1731 
of this title. In the event of a vacancy in the po-
sition of Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
for Space Acquisition and Integration, the Prin-
cipal Military Deputy for Space Acquisition and 
Integration may serve as Acting Assistant Sec-
retary for Space Acquisition and Integration for 
a period of not more than one year. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(3), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1058, § 8016; amended Pub. L. 
100–456, div. A, title VII, § 702(c)[(1)], (d), Sept. 29, 
1988, 102 Stat. 1995, 1996; Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, 
title IX, § 908(c), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 278; Pub. 
L. 114–328, div. A, title V, § 502(ii), title VIII, 
§ 802(c), title IX, § 934(a), Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 
2105, 2249, 2365; Pub. L. 115–91, div. A, title IX, 
§ 921(c), Dec. 12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1524; renumbered 
§ 9016, Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title VIII, § 806(c), 
Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1833; Pub. L. 116–92, div. 
A, title VIII, § 861(j)(16), title IX, §§ 911(c), 
956(b)(1), Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 1520, 1559, 1565; 
Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title XVI, § 1601(c), Jan. 1, 
2021, 134 Stat. 4042; Pub. L. 117–81, div. A, title 
IX, § 905(a)(2)(B), (b)(2), title XVI, § 1602(a)(2), 
(b)(2), Dec. 27, 2021, 135 Stat. 1872, 2076, 2077; Pub. 
L. 118–31, div. A, title XVI, § 1604, Dec. 22, 2023, 
137 Stat. 586; Pub. L. 118–159, div. A, title V, 
§ 521(i), Dec. 23, 2024, 138 Stat. 1882.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Chapter 144 of this title, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(6)(B)(iii), was repealed by Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, 
title XVIII, § 1881(a), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4293, effective 
Jan. 1, 2022, in conjunction with the transfer and reor-
ganization of acquisition provisions in this title by 
Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title XVIII, Jan. 1, 2022, 134 Stat. 
4149. 

Section 956(b)(3) of the United States Space Force Act 
and section 957 of that Act, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(6)(B)(v), (vi), are sections 956(b)(3) and 957, respec-
tively, of subtitle D of title IX of div. A of Pub. L. 
116–92, which are set out as notes under this section. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3013 of this title prior to enactment of 
Pub. L. 99–433. 

AMENDMENTS 

2024—Subsec. (b)(6)(B)(iv)(II). Pub. L. 118–159 sub-
stituted ‘‘Space Systems Command’’ for ‘‘Space and 
Missile Systems Center’’. 

2023—Subsec. (b)(6)(C). Pub. L. 118–31 added subpar. 
(C). 

2021—Subsec. (b)(6)(B)(i). Pub. L. 117–81, § 1602(b)(2), 
amended cl. (i) generally. Prior to amendment, cl. (i) 
read as follows: ‘‘Be responsible for all architecture and 
integration of the Air Force for space systems and pro-
grams, including in support of the Chief of Space Oper-
ations under section 9082 of this title.’’

Subsec. (b)(6)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 117–81, § 1602(a)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘Space Force Acquisition Council’’ for ‘‘Space 
Force Acquisition Council’’. 

Subsec. (b)(6)(B)(iv)(III). Pub. L. 116–283 inserted 
‘‘with respect to acquisition decisions’’ before period at 
end. 

Subsec. (b)(6)(B)(vi). Pub. L. 117–81, § 905(a)(2)(B), 
(b)(2), substituted ‘‘Effective as of October 1, 2022, in ac-
cordance with section 957 of that Act,’’ for ‘‘Effective 
as of October 1, 2022, in accordance with section 957 of 
that Act,’’ and inserted ‘‘and discharge any senior pro-



Page 3432TITLE 10—ARMED FORCES§ 9016

curement executive duties and authorities assigned by 
the Secretary of the Air Force pursuant to section 
9014(c)(6) of this title’’ after ‘‘Space Systems and Pro-
grams’’. 

2019—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116–92, § 956(b)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘five’’ for ‘‘four’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4)(B). Pub. L. 116–92, § 861(j)(16), sub-
stituted ‘‘under section 1731 of this title’’ for ‘‘under 
section 1733 of this title’’. 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 116–92, § 911(c), added par. (5). 
Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 116–92, § 956(b)(1)(B), added par. 

(6). 
2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 8016 of this 

title as this section. 
2017—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 115–91 designated first 

sentence as subpar. (A), designated second and third 
sentences as subpar. (C) and, in subpar. (C), substituted 
‘‘The principal responsibility of the Assistant Sec-
retary shall be’’ for ‘‘The Assistant Secretary shall 
have as his principal responsibility’’, and added subpar. 
(B). 

2016—Subsec. (b)(4)(A). Pub. L. 114–328, § 934(a), sub-
stituted ‘‘Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Ac-
quisition, Technology, and Logistics’’ for ‘‘Assistant 
Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition’’ and in-
serted ‘‘, technology, and logistics’’ after ‘‘acquisi-
tion’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4)(B). Pub. L. 114–328, § 802(c), inserted at 
end ‘‘In the event of a vacancy in the position of Assist-
ant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition, the 
Principal Military Deputy may serve as Acting Assist-
ant Secretary for a period of not more than one year.’’

Pub. L. 114–328, § 502(ii), substituted ‘‘an officer’’ for 
‘‘a lieutenant general’’. 

2008—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 110–181 added par. (4). 
1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–456, § 702(d), substituted 

‘‘four’’ for ‘‘three’’. 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 100–456, § 702(c)[(1)], added par. 

(3).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title IX, § 934(b), Dec. 23, 2016, 
130 Stat. 2365, provided that: ‘‘Any reference to the As-
sistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition in 
any law, regulation, map, document, record, or other 
paper of the United States shall be deemed to be a ref-
erence to the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for 
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2017 AMENDMENT 

For applicability of appointment qualifications im-
posed by section 921 of Pub. L. 115–91 to certain ap-
pointments made on or after Dec. 12, 2017, see section 
921(d) of Pub. L. 115–91, set out as a note under section 
3016 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title VII, § 702(e)(2), Sept. 29, 
1988, 102 Stat. 1996, provided that: ‘‘The amendments 
made by subsections (c) and (d) [enacting section 8022 of 
this title and amending this section] shall take effect 
on July 1, 1989, except that such amendments shall take 
effect on such earlier date, but not before January 21, 
1989, as may be prescribed by the President in advance 
by Executive order.’’

SENIOR ADVISOR FOR SPACE COMMAND, CONTROL, AND 
INTEGRATION 

Pub. L. 118–159, div. A, title XVI, § 1607, Dec. 23, 2024, 
138 Stat. 2162, provided that: 

‘‘(a) DESIGNATION.—Not later than 30 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 23, 2024], the As-
sistant Secretary of the Air Force for Space Acquisi-
tion and Integration, acting as the service acquisition 
executive for the Air Force for space systems and pro-
grams, shall designate from among qualified officers 
and employees of the Department of Defense a Senior 
Advisor for Space Command, Control, and Integration. 

‘‘(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Senior Advisor shall be 
responsible for conducting oversight of all acquisition 
efforts within the authority of the Assistant Secretary 
with respect to developing, upgrading, deploying, and 
sustaining space command, control, and integration to 
meet the space command, control, and integration re-
quirements of the combatant commands, including by 
monitoring system-level integration of each of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) Space domain sensors. 
‘‘(2) Space catalog. 
‘‘(3) Target recognition. 
‘‘(4) Weapons system selection and control. 
‘‘(5) Battle damage assessment. 
‘‘(6) Associated communications among elements of 

the space control and command architecture of the 
Department of Defense. 
‘‘(c) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 10 days after the 

date on which a designation is made under subsection 
(a), the Assistant Secretary shall notify the congres-
sional defense committees [Committees on Armed 
Services and Appropriations of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives] of such designation. 

‘‘(d) ANNUAL REVIEW.—Not later than June 30 of each 
year, the Space Acquisition Council established by sec-
tion 9021 of title 10, United States Code, shall review 
whether the requirements of the United States Space 
Command with respect to space command, control, and 
integration are being fulfilled. 

‘‘(e) ANNUAL BRIEFING.—At the same time as the sub-
mission of each budget of the President under section 
1105(a) of title 31, United States Code, through fiscal 
year 2029, the Assistant Secretary, in consultation with 
the Commander of the United States Space Command, 
shall provide to the congressional defense committees 
a briefing on the status of all space command, control, 
and integration activities to support the missions of 
the Armed Forces. The briefing shall include—

‘‘(1) accomplishments achieved in the year prior to 
the submission of the respective budget; and 

‘‘(2) actions to meet the requirements of the United 
States Space Command with respect to space com-
mand, control, and integration that will be taken 
during the period covered by the most recent future-
years defense program submitted under section 221 of 
title 10, United States Code, as of the date of the 
briefing.’’

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE FOR SPACE 
ACQUISITION AND INTEGRATION 

Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title IX, § 956(a), Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 1565, provided that: 

‘‘(a) REDESIGNATION OF PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT FOR 
SPACE AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR SPACE ACQUISITION 
AND INTEGRATION.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Principal Assistant to the 
Secretary of the Air Force for Space is hereby redes-
ignated as the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
for Space Acquisition and Integration. 

‘‘(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference to the Principal 
Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force for Space 
in any law, regulation, map, document, record, or 
other paper of the United States shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the Assistant Secretary of the Air 
Force for Space Acquisition and Integration.’’

TRANSFER OF ACQUISITION PROJECTS FOR SPACE 
SYSTEMS AND PROGRAMS 

Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title IX, § 956(b)(3), Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 1566, as amended by Pub. L. 117–81, div. A, title 
IX, § 905(a)(2)(A), title XVI, § 1602(b)(3), Dec. 27, 2021, 135 
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Stat. 1871, 2077, provided that: ‘‘Effective on the date 
specified in section 957(d), the Secretary of the Air 
Force shall transfer to the Assistant Secretary of the 
Air Force for Space Acquisition and Integration under 
paragraph (6) of section 9016(b) of title 10, United States 
Code (as added by this subsection), responsibility for 
architecture and integration of any acquisition 
projects for space systems and programs of the Armed 
Forces that are under the oversight or direction of the 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition as 
of the day before the date specified in section 957(d).’’

[Pub. L. 117–81, div. A, title XVI, § 1602(b)(3), Dec. 27, 
2021, 135 Stat. 2077, which directed substitution of ‘‘of 
the Armed Forces’’ for ‘‘of the Air Force’’, was exe-
cuted by making the substitution after ‘‘space systems 
and programs’’ to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress.] 

SERVICE ACQUISITION EXECUTIVE OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF THE AIR FORCE FOR SPACE SYSTEMS AND PROGRAMS 

Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title IX, § 957, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 
Stat. 1566, as amended by Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title 
XVI, § 1605, Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4044; Pub. L. 117–81, 
div. A, title IX, § 905(a)(1), title XVI, § 1607(a), Dec. 27, 
2021, 135 Stat. 1871, 2079, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date specified in 
subsection (d), there shall be within the Department of 
the Air Force a Service Acquisition Executive of the 
Department of the Air Force for Space Systems and 
Programs. 

‘‘(b) SERVICE.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective as of the date specified 

in subsection (d) and subject to paragraph (2), the in-
dividual serving as Assistant Secretary of the Air 
Force for Space Acquisition and Integration under 
paragraph (6) of section 9016(b) of title 10, United 
States Code (as added by section 1832(b) [probably 
should be ‘‘section 956(b)’’] of this Act), shall also 
serve as the Service Acquisition Executive for Space 
Systems and Programs. 

‘‘(2) INCUMBENT.—The individual serving as Assist-
ant Secretary of the Air Force for Space Acquisition 
and Integration as of the date specified in subsection 
(d) may also serve as the Service Acquisition Execu-
tive for Space Systems and Programs pursuant to 
paragraph (1) only if appointed as the Service Acqui-
sition Executive for Space Systems and Programs by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, pursuant to a nomination submitted to 
the Senate on or after that date. 
‘‘(c) AUTHORITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Service Acquisition Execu-
tive for Space Systems and Programs shall have 
within the Department of the Air Force all the au-
thorities and responsibilities of a service acquisition 
executive under section 1704 of title 10, United States 
Code, and other applicable law, for the Department of 
the Air Force with respect to space systems and pro-
grams. 

‘‘(2) SEPARATE SAE WITHIN THE AIR FORCE.—The 
Service Acquisition Executive for Space Systems and 
Programs shall be in addition to the service acquisi-
tion executive in the Department of the Air Force for 
all acquisition matters of the Department of the Air 
Force other than with respect to space systems and 
programs. 

‘‘(3) GUIDANCE ON RELATIONSHIP AMONG SAES.—Not 
later than the date specified in subsection (d), and 
from time to time thereafter, the Secretary of the 
Air Force shall issue guidance for the Department of 
the Air Force on the authorities and responsibilities 
of the Service Acquisition Executive for Space Sys-
tems and Programs and the authorities and respon-
sibilities of the service acquisition executive of the 
Department for all acquisition matters of the Depart-
ment other than with respect to space systems and 
programs. 

‘‘(4) COMMERCIAL SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS SERV-
ICES.—

‘‘(A) AUTHORITY.—Beginning on the date specified 
in subparagraph (B), the Service Acquisition Execu-

tive for Space Systems and Programs shall be re-
sponsible for the procurement of commercial sat-
ellite communications services for the Department 
of Defense. 

‘‘(B) DATE SPECIFIED.—The date specified in this 
subparagraph is the date that is 120 days after the 
date on which the Service Acquisition Executive for 
Space Systems and Programs submits to the con-
gressional defense committees [Committees on 
Armed Services and Appropriations of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives] a plan for dele-
gating the authority under subparagraph (A) to a 
subordinate acquisition command within the Space 
Force. 

‘‘(C) RESPONSIBILITY DURING INTERIM PERIOD.—
During the period preceding the date specified in 
subparagraph (B), the Chief of Space Operations 
shall be responsible for the procurement of com-
mercial satellite communications services for the 
Department of Defense. 
‘‘(5) PROGRAMS OF RECORD AND COMMERCIAL CAPA-

BILITIES.—Prior to establishing a program of record, 
the Service Acquisition Executive for Space Systems 
and Programs shall determine whether existing or 
planned commercially available capabilities could 
meet all or a portion of the requirements for that 
proposed program. Not later than 30 days after the 
date on which the Service Acquisition Executive 
makes such a positive determination, the Service Ac-
quisition Executive shall submit to the congressional 
defense committees a notification of the results of 
the determination. 
‘‘(d) DATE SPECIFIED.—The date specified in this sub-

section is a date determined by the Secretary of the Air 
Force that is not later than October 1, 2022.’’

§ 9017. Secretary of the Air Force: successors to 
duties 

If the Secretary of the Air Force dies, resigns, 
is removed from office, is absent, or is disabled, 
the person who is highest on the following list, 
and who is not absent or disabled, shall perform 
the duties of the Secretary until the President, 
under section 3347 1 of title 5, directs another 
person to perform those duties or until the ab-
sence or disability ceases: 

(1) The Under Secretary of the Air Force. 
(2) The Assistant Secretaries of the Air 

Force, in the order prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the Air Force and approved by the 
Secretary of Defense. 

(3) The General Counsel of the Department 
of the Air Force. 

(4) The Chief of Staff. 
(5) The Chief of Space Operations. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 489, § 8017; Pub. 
L. 89–718, § 23, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1118; Pub. L. 
90–235, § 4(a)(9), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 760; Pub. L. 
99–433, title V, § 521(a)(4), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1058; Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title IX, § 902(c), Oct. 
5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2823; renumbered § 9017, Pub. L. 
115–232, div. A, title VIII, § 806(c), Aug. 13, 2018, 
132 Stat. 1833; Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title IX, 
§ 923(b)(3), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3808.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8017(a) .....
8017(b) .....

5:626–1(b). 
5:626–1(c). 

Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§ 102 (less (a)), 65 Stat. 
327. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘person’’ is substituted 
for the words ‘‘officer of the United States’’. The words 
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