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1998—Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title IX, § 935(b), Oct. 17, 
1998, 112 Stat. 2110, added item 5026. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title IX, § 910(b)(2), Nov. 
5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1625, struck out item 5021 ‘‘Office of 
Naval Research: Chief; appointment, term, emolu-
ments; Assistant Chief; succession to duties’’. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title VII, § 702(b)(3), Sept. 
29, 1988, 102 Stat. 1995, added item 5025. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 511(f), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1048, amended analysis generally, substituting 
items 5011 to 5024 for former items 5011 to 5014. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–426, title III, § 305(40)(B), Aug. 14, 1964, 
78 Stat. 427, struck out item 5014 ‘‘Compensation of 
General Counsel’’. 

1958—Pub. L. 85–861, § 1(106)(B), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 
1490, added item 5014. 

§ 8011. Organization 

The Department of the Navy is separately or-
ganized under the Secretary of the Navy. It op-
erates under the authority, direction, and con-
trol of the Secretary of Defense. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 277, § 5011; Pub. 
L. 87–651, title II, § 212, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 524; 
Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 511(b)(2), (c)(1), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1043; renumbered § 8011, Pub. L. 
115–232, div. A, title VIII, § 807(a)(1), Aug. 13, 2018, 
132 Stat. 1834.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1956 ACT 

The Act of July 26, 1947, ch. 343, as amended (5 U.S.C. 
411a(a)) which is the National Security Act of 1947, de-
fined ‘‘Department of the Navy’’. The Acts of Mar. 5, 
1948, ch. 98 (5 U.S.C. 423a(a)), and Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 756 (5 
U.S.C. 421g) defined ‘‘Naval Establishment’’. The terms 
‘‘Department of the Navy’’ and ‘‘Naval Establishment’’ 
are considered to be synonymous. All three definitions 
were considered, but the phraseology adopted is that of 
the National Security Act of 1947. The phrase ‘‘as a 
service in the Navy’’ is substituted for ‘‘as a part of the 
Navy’’ to conform to the provisions of title 14.

1962 ACT 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5011 ......... 5:171a(c)(7) (1st sentence, 
less applicability to 
Departments of Army 
and Air Force). 

July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 
§ 202(c)(7) (1st sentence, 
less applicability to 
Departments of Army 
and Air Force); added 
Aug. 6, 1958, Pub. L. 
85–599, § 3(a) (1st sen-
tence of 8th par., less 
applicability to De-
partments of Army and 
Air Force), 72 Stat. 516. 

The words ‘‘to include naval aviation and the United 
States Marine Corps’’ are omitted as covered by the 
first sentence of section 5011. The word ‘‘operates’’ is 
substituted for the words ‘‘shall function’’.

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8011 was renumbered section 9011 of 
this title. 

Another prior section 8011 was renumbered section 
9012 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 5011 of this 
title as this section. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433, § 511(c)(1), substituted ‘‘Organiza-
tion’’ for ‘‘Composition’’ in section catchline. 

Pub. L. 99–433, § 511(b)(2), struck out the last two sen-
tences which read as follows: ‘‘It is composed of the ex-

ecutive part of the Department of the Navy; the Head-
quarters, United States Marine Corps; the entire oper-
ating forces, including naval aviation, of the United 
States Navy and of the United States Marine Corps, 
and the reserve components of those operating forces; 
and all field activities, headquarters, forces, bases, in-
stallations, activities, and functions under the control 
or supervision of the Secretary of the Navy. It includes 
the United States Coast Guard when it is operating as 
a service in the Navy.’’ See section 5061 of this title. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–651 inserted sentences providing that 
the Department of the Navy is separately organized 
under the Secretary of the Navy, and that it operates 
under the authority, direction, and control of the Sec-
retary of Defense.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

§ 8012. Department of the Navy: seal 

The Secretary of the Navy shall have a seal 
for the Department of the Navy. The design of 
the seal must be approved by the President. Ju-
dicial notice shall be taken of the seal. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 511(c)(2), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1043, § 5012; renumbered § 8012, Pub. 
L. 115–232, div. A, title VIII, § 807(a)(1), Aug. 13, 
2018, 132 Stat. 1834.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8012 was renumbered section 9012 of 
this title. 

Another prior section 8012 was renumbered section 
8013 of this title and subsequently repealed. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 5012 of this 
title as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

§ 8013. Secretary of the Navy 

(a)(1) There is a Secretary of the Navy, ap-
pointed from civilian life by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
The Secretary shall, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, be appointed from among persons most 
highly qualified for the position by reason of 
background and experience, including persons 
with appropriate management or leadership ex-
perience. The Secretary is the head of the De-
partment of the Navy. 

(2) A person may not be appointed as Sec-
retary of the Navy within seven years after re-
lief from active duty as a commissioned officer 
of a regular component of an armed force. 

(b) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense and subject 
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