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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection (a),’’. 
2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘paragraph (2).’’. 
3 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘paragraph (1)’’. 

§ 5515. Missile defense and defeat programs: 
major force program and budget assessment 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF MAJOR FORCE PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary of Defense shall establish 
a unified major force program for missile de-
fense and defeat programs pursuant to section 
222(b) of this title to prioritize missile defense 
and defeat programs in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Department of Defense and 
national security. 

(b) BUDGET ASSESSMENT.—(1) The Secretary 
shall include with the defense budget materials 
for each of fiscal years 2019 through 2030 a report 
on the budget for missile defense and defeat pro-
grams of the Department of Defense. 

(2) Each report on the budget for missile de-
fense and defeat programs of the Department 
under paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) An overview of the budget, including—

(i) a comparison between that budget, the 
previous budget, the most recent and prior 
future-years defense program submitted to 
Congress under section 221 of this title (such 
comparison shall exclude the responsibility 
for research and development of the con-
tinuing improvement of such missile defense 
and defeat program), and the amounts appro-
priated for such missile defense and defeat 
programs during the previous fiscal year; 
and 

(ii) the specific identification, as a budg-
etary line item, for the funding under such 
programs.

(B) An assessment of the budget, including 
significant changes, priorities, challenges, and 
risks. 

(C) Any additional matters the Secretary de-
termines appropriate.

(3) Each report under paragraph (1) shall be 
submitted in unclassified form, but may include 
a classified annex. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) The term ‘‘budget’’, with respect to a fis-
cal year, means the budget for that fiscal year 
that is submitted to Congress by the President 
under section 1105(a) of title 31. 

(2) The term ‘‘defense budget materials’’, 
with respect to a fiscal year, means the mate-
rials submitted to Congress by the Secretary 
of Defense in support of the budget for that 
fiscal year. 

(3) The term ‘‘missile defense and defeat pro-
grams’’ means active and passive ballistic mis-
sile defense programs, cruise missile defense 
programs for the homeland, and missile defeat 
programs. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–159, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1649(a), Dec. 23, 2024, 138 Stat. 2193.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 239a of this title prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 118–159, div. A, title XVI, § 1649(b)(1), Dec. 23, 
2024, 138 Stat. 2199.

SUBCHAPTER III—MISSILE DEFENSE 
CAPABILITIES 

§ 5531. Technical authority for integrated air and 
missile defense activities and programs 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Missile 
Defense Agency is the technical authority of the 
Department of Defense for integrated air and 
missile defense activities and programs, includ-
ing joint engineering and integration efforts for 
such activities and programs, including with re-
spect to defining and controlling the interfaces 
of such activities and programs and the alloca-
tion of technical requirements for such activi-
ties and programs. 

(b) DETAILEES.—(1) In carrying out the tech-
nical authority under paragraph (1),1 the Direc-
tor may seek to have staff detailed to the Mis-
sile Defense Agency from the Joint Functional 
Component Command for Integrated Missile De-
fense and the Joint Integrated Air and Missile 
Defense Organization in a number the Director 
determines necessary in accordance with sub-
paragraph (B).2 

(2) In detailing staff under subparagraph (A) 3 
to carry out the technical authority under para-
graph (1), 1 the total number of staff, including 
detailees, of the Missile Defense Agency who 
carry out such authority may not exceed the 
number that is twice the number of such staff 
carrying out such authority as of January 1, 
2016. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–159, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1649(a), Dec. 23, 2024, 138 Stat. 2194.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title XVI, § 1686(a), 
Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2628, which was set out in a note 
under section 4205 of this title, prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 118–159, div. A, title XVI, § 1649(b)(4), Dec. 23, 2024, 138 
Stat. 2199. 

§ 5532. Hypersonic defense capability develop-
ment 

(a) EXECUTIVE AGENT.—The Director of the 
Missile Defense Agency shall serve as the execu-
tive agent for the Department of Defense for the 
development of a capability by the United 
States to counter hypersonic boost-glide vehicle 
capabilities and conventional prompt strike ca-
pabilities that may be employed against the 
United States, the allies of the United States, 
and the deployed forces of the United States. 

(b) DUTIES.—In carrying out subsection (a), 
the Director shall—

(1) develop architectures for a hypersonic de-
fense capability, from detecting threats to 
intercepting such threats, that—

(A) involves systems of the military de-
partments and the Defense Agencies; and 

(B) includes both kinetic and nonkinetic 
options for such interception; and

(2) not later than September 30, 2017, estab-
lish a program of record to develop a 
hypersonic defense capability. 
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