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Stat. 1836, related to international peacekeeping activi-
ties. 

§ 404. Foreign disaster assistance 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may direct the 
Secretary of Defense to provide disaster assist-
ance outside the United States to respond to 
manmade or natural disasters when necessary to 
prevent loss of lives or serious harm to the envi-
ronment. 

(b) FORMS OF ASSISTANCE.—Assistance pro-
vided under this section may include transpor-
tation, supplies, services, and equipment. 

(c) NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—Not later than 48 
hours after the commencement of disaster as-
sistance activities to provide assistance under 
this section, the President shall transmit to 
Congress a report containing notification of the 
assistance provided, and proposed to be pro-
vided, under this section and a description of so 
much of the following as is then available: 

(1) The manmade or natural disaster for 
which disaster assistance is necessary. 

(2) The threat to human lives or the environ-
ment presented by the disaster. 

(3) The United States military personnel and 
material resources that are involved or ex-
pected to be involved. 

(4) The disaster assistance that is being pro-
vided or is expected to be provided by other 
nations or public or private relief organiza-
tions. 

(5) The anticipated duration of the disaster 
assistance activities.

(d) ORGANIZING POLICIES AND PROGRAMS.—
Amounts appropriated to the Department of De-
fense for any fiscal year for Overseas Humani-
tarian, Disaster, and Civic Aid (OHDACA) pro-
grams of the Department shall be available for 
organizing general policies and programs for dis-
aster relief programs for disasters occurring 
outside the United States. 

(e) LIMITATION ON TRANSPORTATION ASSIST-
ANCE.—Transportation services authorized under 
subsection (b) may be provided in response to a 
manmade or natural disaster to prevent serious 
harm to the environment, when human lives are 
not at risk, only if other sources to provide such 
transportation are not readily available. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XIV, 
§ 1412(a), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2912; amended 
Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title III, § 312(c), Nov. 24, 
2003, 117 Stat. 1430.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 404 was renumbered section 401(d) of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–136, § 312(c)(1), inserted 
‘‘or serious harm to the environment’’ after ‘‘loss of 
lives’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 108–136, § 312(c)(2), inserted ‘‘or 
the environment’’ after ‘‘human lives’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108–136, § 312(c)(3), added subsec. 
(e).

Executive Documents 

EX. ORD. NO. 12966. FOREIGN DISASTER ASSISTANCE 

Ex. Ord. No. 12966, July 14, 1995, 60 F.R. 36949, pro-
vided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, including the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 1995, Public Law 103–337 (the ‘‘Act’’) 
[see Tables for classification] and section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. This order governs the implementation of 
section 404 of title 10, United States Code, as added by 
amendment set forth in section 1412(a) of the Act. Pur-
suant to 10 U.S.C. 404(a), the Secretary of Defense is 
hereby directed to provide disaster assistance outside 
the United States to respond to manmade or natural 
disasters when the Secretary of Defense determines 
that such assistance is necessary to prevent loss of 
lives. The Secretary of Defense shall exercise the noti-
fication functions required of the President by 10 U.S.C. 
404(c). 

SEC. 2. The Secretary of Defense shall provide dis-
aster assistance only: (a) at the direction of the Presi-
dent; or 

(b) with the concurrence of the Secretary of State; or 
(c) in emergency situations in order to save human 

lives, where there is not sufficient time to seek the 
prior initial concurrence of the Secretary of State, in 
which case the Secretary of Defense shall advise, and 
seek the concurrence of, the Secretary of State as soon 
as practicable thereafter. 

For the purpose of section 2(b) of this order, only the 
Secretary of State, or the Deputy Secretary of State, 
or persons acting in those capacities, shall have the au-
thority to withhold concurrence. Concurrence of the 
Secretary of State is not required for the execution of 
military operations undertaken pursuant to, and con-
sistent with, assistance provided in accordance with 
parts (b) and (c) of this section, or with respect to mat-
ters relating to the internal financial processes of the 
Department of Defense. 

SEC. 3. In providing assistance covered by this order, 
the Secretary of Defense shall consult with the Admin-
istrator of the Agency for International Development, 
in the Administrator’s capacity as the President’s Spe-
cial Coordinator for International Disaster Assistance. 

SEC. 4. This order does not affect any activity or pro-
gram authorized under any other provision of law, ex-
cept that referred to in section 1 of this order. 

SEC. 5. This order is effective at 12:01 a.m., e.d.t. on 
July 15, 1995. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON. 

§ 405. Use of Department of Defense funds for 
United States share of costs of United Na-
tions peacekeeping activities: limitation 

(a) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS.—Funds 
available to the Department of Defense may not 
be used to make a financial contribution (di-
rectly or through another department or agency 
of the United States) to the United Nations—

(1) for the costs of a United Nations peace-
keeping activity; or 

(2) for any United States arrearage to the 
United Nations.

(b) APPLICATION OF PROHIBITION.—The prohibi-
tion in subsection (a) applies to voluntary con-
tributions, as well as to contributions pursuant 
to assessment by the United Nations for the 
United States share of the costs of a peace-
keeping activity. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title XIII, 
§ 1301(a), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 473.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 405 was renumbered section 401(e) of 
this title.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

USE OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FUNDS FOR UNITED 
NATIONS FORCES 

Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title XII, § 1231(b), Oct. 17, 1998, 
112 Stat. 2155, provided that: ‘‘No funds available to the 
Department of Defense may be used—

‘‘(1) for a monetary contribution to the United Na-
tions for the establishment of a standing inter-
national force under the United Nations; or 

‘‘(2) to assign or detail any member of the Armed 
Forces to duty with a United Nations Stand By 
Force.’’

[§ 406. Renumbered § 401(f)] 

§ 407. Humanitarian demining assistance and 
stockpiled conventional munitions assist-
ance: authority; limitations 

(a) AUTHORITY.—(1) Under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Defense, the Sec-
retary of a military department may provide hu-
manitarian demining assistance and stockpiled 
conventional munitions assistance to a country 
if the Secretary concerned determines that the 
assistance will promote either—

(A) the security interests of both the United 
States and the country to which the assist-
ance is to be provided; or 

(B) the specific operational readiness skills 
of the members of the armed forces who par-
ticipate in the activities.

(2) Humanitarian demining assistance and 
stockpiled conventional munitions assistance 
under this section shall complement, and may 
not duplicate, any other form of social or eco-
nomic assistance which may be provided to the 
country concerned by any other department or 
agency of the United States. 

(3) The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that 
no member of the armed forces, while providing 
humanitarian demining assistance under this 
section—

(A) engages in the physical detection, lift-
ing, or destroying of landmines, unexploded 
explosive ordnance, or other explosive rem-
nants of war (unless the member does so for 
the concurrent purpose of supporting a United 
States military operation); or 

(B) provides such assistance as part of a 
military operation that does not involve the 
armed forces.

(b) LIMITATIONS.—(1) Humanitarian demining 
assistance and stockpiled conventional muni-
tions assistance may not be provided under this 
section unless the Secretary of State specifi-
cally approves the provision of such assistance. 

(2) Any authority provided under any other 
provision of law to provide humanitarian 
demining assistance or stockpiled conventional 
munitions assistance to a foreign country shall 
be carried out in accordance with, and subject 
to, the limitations prescribed in this section. 

(c) EXPENSES.—(1) Expenses incurred as a di-
rect result of providing humanitarian demining 
assistance or stockpiled conventional munitions 
assistance under this section to a foreign coun-
try shall be paid for out of funds specifically ap-
propriated for the purpose of the provision by 
the Department of Defense of overseas humani-
tarian assistance. 

(2) Expenses covered by paragraph (1) include 
the following: 

(A) Travel, transportation, and subsistence 
expenses of Department of Defense personnel 
providing such assistance. 

(B) The cost of any equipment, services, or 
supplies acquired for the purpose of carrying 
out or supporting humanitarian demining ac-
tivities or stockpiled conventional munitions 
activities, including any nonlethal, individual, 
or small-team equipment or supplies for clear-
ing landmines or other explosive remnants of 
war, or stockpiled conventional munitions, as 
applicable, that are to be transferred or other-
wise furnished to a foreign country in further-
ance of the provision of assistance under this 
section. 

(C) Travel, transportation, and subsistence 
expenses of foreign personnel to attend train-
ing provided by the Department of Defense 
under this section.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall submit to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices and the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate and the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives a report on activi-
ties carried out under this section during the 
preceding fiscal year, including—

(1) a list of the countries to which humani-
tarian demining assistance or stockpiled con-
ventional munitions assistance was provided 
during the preceding fiscal year; 

(2) the type and description of humanitarian 
demining assistance or stockpiled conven-
tional munitions assistance provided to each 
country during the preceding fiscal year, as 
specified in paragraph (1), and whether such 
assistance was primarily related to the hu-
manitarian demining efforts or stockpiled con-
ventional munitions assistance; 

(3) a list of countries to which humanitarian 
demining assistance or stockpiled conven-
tional munitions assistance could not be pro-
vided during the preceding fiscal year due to 
insufficient numbers of Department of Defense 
personnel to carry out such activities or insuf-
ficient funding; 

(4) the amount expended in providing such 
assistance to each such country during the 
preceding fiscal year; and 

(5) a description of interagency efforts to co-
ordinate and improve research, development, 
test, and evaluation for humanitarian 
demining technology and mechanical clear-
ance methods, including the transfer of rel-
evant counter-improvised explosive device 
technology with potential humanitarian 
demining applications.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘humanitarian demining assist-

ance’’, as it relates to training and support, 
means detection and clearance of landmines, 
unexploded explosive ordnance, and other ex-
plosive remnants of war, and includes activi-
ties related to the furnishing of education, 
training, and technical assistance with respect 
to explosive safety, the detection and clear-
ance of landmines, unexploded explosive ord-
nance, and other explosive remnants of war. 
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