§2576b

§2576b. Excess personal property: sale or dona-
tion to assist firefighting agencies

(a) TRANSFER AUTHORIZED.—Subject to sub-
section (b), the Secretary of Defense shall trans-
fer to a firefighting agency in a State any per-
sonal property of the Department of Defense
that the Secretary determines is—

(1) excess to the needs of the Department of

Defense; and

(2) suitable for use in providing fire and
emergency medical services, including per-
sonal protective equipment and equipment for
communication and monitoring.

(b) CONDITIONS FOR TRANSFER.—The Secretary
of Defense shall transfer personal property
under this section only if—

(1) the property is drawn from existing
stocks of the Department of Defense;

(2) the recipient firefighting agency accepts
the property on an as-is, where-is basis;

(3) the transfer is made without the expendi-
ture of any funds available to the Department
of Defense for the procurement of defense
equipment; and

(4) all costs incurred subsequent to the
transfer of the property are borne or reim-
bursed by the recipient.

(c) CONSIDERATION.—Subject to subsection
(b)(4), the Secretary may transfer personal prop-
erty under this section without charge to the re-
cipient firefighting agency.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” includes the
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, and any territory or pos-
session of the United States.

(2) FIREFIGHTING AGENCY.—The term ‘‘fire-
fighting agency’ means any volunteer, paid,
or combined departments that provide fire and
emergency medical services.

(Added Pub. L. 106-398, §1 [[div. A], title XVII,
§1706(a)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A-367;
amended Pub. L. 108-375, div. A, title III, §354,
Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1861.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2004—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 108-375 substituted
““shall” for “may’’ in introductory provisions.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

IDENTIFICATION OF DEFENSE TECHNOLOGIES SUITABLE
FOR USE, OR CONVERSION FOR USE, IN PROVIDING
FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

Pub. L. 106-398, §1 [[div. A], title XVII, §1707], Oct. 30,
2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A-367, provided that:

‘‘(a) APPOINTMENT OF TASK FORCE; PURPOSE.—The
Secretary of Defense shall appoint a task force con-
sisting of representatives from the Department of De-
fense and each of the seven major fire organizations
identified in subsection (b) to identify defense tech-
nologies and equipment that—

‘(1) can be readily put to civilian use by fire service
and the emergency response agencies; and

‘(2) can be transferred to these agencies using the
authority provided by section 2576b of title 10, United

States Code, as added by section 1706 of this Act.

“(b) PARTICIPATING MAJOR FIRE ORGANIZATIONS.—
Members of the task force shall be appointed from each
of the following:
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‘(1) The International Association of Fire Chiefs.

‘(2) The International Association of Fire Fighters.

‘(3) The National Volunteer Fire Council.

‘“(4) The International Association of Arson Inves-
tigators.

‘“(6) The International Society of Fire Service In-
structors.

‘(6) The National Association of State Fire Mar-
shals.

‘(7) The National Fire Protection Association.

‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are
authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of De-
fense for activities of the task force $1,000,000 for fiscal
year 2001.”

§ 2577. Disposal of recyclable materials

(a)(1) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe
regulations to provide for the sale of recyclable
materials held by a military department or de-
fense agency and for the operation of recycling
programs at military installations. Such regula-
tions shall include procedures for the designa-
tion by the Secretary of a military department
(or by the Secretary of Defense with respect to
facilities of a defense agency) of military instal-
lations that have established a qualifying recy-
cling program for the purposes of subsection
(0)(2).

(2) Any sale of recyclable materials by the
Secretary of Defense or Secretary of a military
department shall be in accordance with the pro-
cedures in sections 541-5565 of title 40 for the sale
of surplus property.

(3) In this section, the term ‘‘recyclable mate-
rials’” may include any quality recyclable mate-
rial provided to the Department by a State or
local government entity, if such material is au-
thorized by the Office of the Secretary of De-
fense and identified in the regulations pre-
scribed under paragraph (1).

(b)(1) Proceeds from the sale of recyclable ma-
terials at an installation shall be credited to
funds available for operations and maintenance
at that installation in amounts sufficient to
cover the costs of operations, maintenance, and
overhead for processing recyclable materials at
the installation (including the cost of any equip-
ment purchased for recycling purposes).

(2) If after such funds are credited a balance
remains available to a military installation and
such installation has a qualifying recycling pro-
gram (as determined by the Secretary of the
military department concerned or the Secretary
of Defense), not more than 50 percent of that
balance may be used at the installation for
projects for pollution abatement, energy con-
servation, and occupational safety and health
activities. A project may not be carried out
under the preceding sentence for an amount
greater than 50 percent of the amount estab-
lished by law as the maximum amount for a
minor construction project.

(3) The remaining balance available to a mili-
tary installation may be transferred to the non-
appropriated morale and welfare account of the
installation to be used for any morale or welfare
activity.

(c) If the balance available to a military in-
stallation under this section at the end of any
fiscal year is in excess of $10,000,000, the amount
of that excess shall be covered into the Treasury
as miscellaneous receipts.
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(Added Pub. L. 97-214, §6(b)(1), July 12, 1982, 96
Stat. 172; amended Pub. L. 98-525, title XIV,
§1405(37), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2624; Pub. L.
107-217, §3(b)(11), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1296;
Pub. L. 116-92, div. A, title III, §§313, 314, Dec. 20,
2019, 133 Stat. 1303.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2019—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 116-92, §314, added par.
3).

Subsec. (c). Pub. L.
¢‘$10,000,000”" for ‘‘$2,000,000°".

2002—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 107217 substituted ‘‘sec-
tions 541-555 of title 40 for ‘‘section 203 of the Federal
Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (40
U.S.C. 484)”.

1984—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 98-525 substituted ‘‘pur-
poses’’ for ‘‘puposes’’.

116-92, §313, substituted

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1982, and applicable to mili-
tary construction projects, and to construction and ac-
quisition of military family housing authorized before,
on, or after such date, see section 12(a) of Pub. L.
97-214, set out as a note under section 2801 of this title.

Poricy TO INCREASE DISPOSITION OF SPENT ADVANCED
BATTERIES THROUGH RECYCLING

Pub. L. 117-263, div. A, title III, §325, Dec. 23, 2022, 136
Stat. 2518, provided that:

‘‘(a) PoLicY REQUIRED.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 23, 2022], the
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Energy, Installa-
tions, and Environment, in coordination with the Di-
rector of the Defense Logistics Agency, shall establish
a policy to increase the disposition of spent advanced
batteries of the Department of Defense through recy-
cling (including by updating the Department of Defense
Manual 4160.21, titled ‘Defense Material Disposition:
Disposal Guidance and Procedures’, or such successor
document, accordingly), for the purpose of supporting
the reclamation and return of precious metals, rare
earth metals, and elements of strategic importance
(such as cobalt and lithium) into the supply chain or
strategic reserves of the United States.

‘“(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In developing the policy under
subsection (a), the Assistant Secretary shall consider,
at a minimum, the following recycling methods:

‘(1) Pyroprocessing.

‘(2) Hydroprocessing.

‘“(3) Direct cathode recycling,
upcycling.”

relithiation, and

§2578. Vessels: transfer between departments

A vessel under the jurisdiction of a military
department may be transferred or otherwise
made available without reimbursement to an-
other military department or to the Department
of Homeland Security, and a vessel under the ju-
risdiction of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity may be transferred or otherwise made avail-
able without reimbursement to a military de-
partment. Any such transfer may be made only
upon the request of the Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned or the Secretary of
Homeland Security, as the case may be, and
with the approval of the Secretary of the depart-
ment having jurisdiction of the vessel.

(Added Pub. L. 100-370, §1(k)(1), July 19, 1988, 102
Stat. 848; amended Pub. L. 107-296, title XVII,
§1704(b)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Section is based on Pub. L. 99-190, §101(b) [title VIII,
§8012], Dec. 19, 1985, 99 Stat. 1185, 1204.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2002—Pub. L. 107-296 substituted ‘‘of Homeland Secu-
rity”’ for ‘‘of Transportation’ wherever appearing.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 107-296 effective on the date of
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L.
107-296, set out as a note under section 101 of this title.

§2579. War booty: procedures for handling and
retaining battlefield objects

(a) PoLicy.—The United States recognizes that
battlefield souvenirs have traditionally provided
military personnel with a valued memento of
service in a national cause. At the same time, it
is the policy and tradition of the United States
that the desire for souvenirs in a combat theater
not blemish the conduct of combat operations or
result in the mistreatment of enemy personnel,
the dishonoring of the dead, distraction from
the conduct of operations, or other unbecoming
activities.

(b) REGULATIONS.—(1) The Secretary of De-
fense shall prescribe regulations for the han-
dling of battlefield objects that are consistent
with the policies expressed in subsection (a) and
the requirements of this section.

(2) When forces of the United States are oper-
ating in a theater of operations, enemy material
captured or found abandoned shall be turned
over to appropriate United States or allied mili-
tary personnel except as otherwise provided in
such regulations. A member of the armed forces
(or other person under the authority of the
armed forces in a theater of operations) may not
(except in accordance with such regulations)
take from a theater of operations as a souvenir
an object formerly in the possession of the
enemy.

(3) Such regulations shall provide that a mem-
ber of the armed forces who wishes to retain as
a souvenir an object covered by paragraph (2)
may so request at the time the object is turned
over pursuant to paragraph (2).

(4) Such regulations shall provide for an offi-
cer to be designated to review requests under
paragraph (3). If the officer determines that the
object may be appropriately retained as a war
souvenir, the object shall be turned over to the
member who requested the right to retain it.

(5) Such regulations shall provide for captured
weaponry to be retained as souvenirs, as follows:

(A) The only weapons that may be retained
are those in categories to be agreed upon
jointly by the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of the Treasury.

(B) Before a weapon is turned over to a
member, the weapon shall be rendered unserv-
iceable.

(C) A charge may be assessed in connection
with each weapon in an amount sufficient to
cover the full cost of rendering the weapon un-
serviceable.
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