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missions ordered under the program during fiscal 
years 2020 through 2024.’’

§ 2276a. Special authority for provision of space 
launch support services to increase space 
launch capacity 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of a military 
department may support Federal and commer-
cial space launch capacity on any domestic real 
property under the control of the Secretary 
through the provision of space launch support 
services. 

(b) PROVISION OF LAUNCH EQUIPMENT AND SERV-
ICES TO COMMERCIAL ENTITIES.—

(1) CONTRACT OR OTHER TRANSACTION AUTHOR-
ITY.—The Secretary of a military department 
may enter into a contract or other transaction 
with one or more commercial entities that in-
tend to conduct space launch activities on a 
military installation under the jurisdiction of 
the Secretary. Under such a contract or agree-
ment, the Secretary may agree to provide to 
the commercial entity supplies, services, 
equipment, and construction needed for com-
mercial space launch. 

(2) COSTS.—
(A) DIRECT COSTS.—If the Secretary of a 

military department enters into a contract 
or other transaction with a commercial enti-
ty under paragraph (1), such contract or 
transaction shall include a provision that re-
quires the commercial entity to reimburse 
the Department of Defense for all direct 
costs to the United States that are associ-
ated with any good, service, or equipment 
provided to the commercial entity under the 
contract or other transaction. 

(B) INDIRECT COSTS.—If the Secretary of a 
military department enters into a contract 
or other transaction with a commercial enti-
ty under paragraph (1), such contract or 
transaction may include a provision that re-
quires the commercial entity to reimburse 
the Department of Defense for such indirect 
costs as the Secretary considers to be appro-
priate. In such a case, such contract or other 
transaction may provide for the reimburse-
ment of such indirect costs through the es-
tablishment of a rate, fixed price, or similar 
mechanism the Secretary concerned deter-
mines is reasonable.

(3) RETENTION OF FUNDS COLLECTED FROM 
COMMERCIAL USERS.—Any amount collected 
from a commercial entity as a reimbursement 
under paragraph (2) shall be credited to the ap-
propriations account from which the cost for 
which such reimbursement is provided was de-
rived. 

(4) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of each of 
the military departments shall prescribe regu-
lations to carry out this subsection.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) SPACE LAUNCH.—The term ‘‘space launch’’ 

includes all activities, supplies, equipment, fa-
cilities, or services supporting launch prepara-
tion, launch, reentry, recovery, and other 
launch-related activities for both the payload 
and the space transportation vehicle. 

(2) COMMERCIAL ENTITY.—The term ‘‘com-
mercial entity’’ or ‘‘commercial’’ means a 

non-Federal entity organized under the laws of 
the United States or of any jurisdiction within 
the United States.

(d) TRANSITION LIMITATIONS AND REPORTING 
REQUIREMENTS.—For each of fiscal years 2024, 
2025, and 2026, the Secretary of a military de-
partment shall—

(1) with respect to any contract or other 
transaction authority entered into pursuant 
to subsection (b), limit the amount of the indi-
rect costs that are reimbursable under para-
graph (2)(B) of such subsection to not more 
than 30 percent, not to exceed $5,000,000 annu-
ally (based on fiscal year 2024 constant dol-
lars), of the total amount of the direct costs 
reimbursable under paragraph (2)(A) of such 
subsection; and 

(2) not later than 90 days after the last day 
of each such fiscal year, provide for each of 
the congressional defense committees a brief-
ing that includes—

(A) an identification of the total amounts 
of direct and indirect costs reimbursed to 
each spaceport for the fiscal year covered by 
the report; 

(B) a description of the support provided 
by reimbursed indirect costs for the fiscal 
year covered by the report; and 

(C) an identification of the rate, fixed 
price, or similar mechanism, if any, used to 
calculate the amount of the indirect costs 
that are reimbursable for the fiscal year fol-
lowing the fiscal year covered by the report. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–31, div. A, title XVI, § 1603, 
Dec. 22, 2023, 137 Stat. 584.) 

§ 2277. Disclosure of National Security Space 
Launch program contract pricing terms 

(a) IN GENERAL.—With respect to any contract 
awarded by the Secretary of the Air Force for 
the launch of a national security payload under 
the National Security Space Launch program, 
not later than 30 days after entering into such a 
contract, the Secretary shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a description of 
the pricing terms of the contract. For those con-
tracts that include the launch of assets of the 
National Reconnaissance Office, the Secretary 
shall also submit the pricing terms to the con-
gressional intelligence committees (as defined 
by section 3 of the National Security Act of 1947 
(50 U.S.C. 3003)). 

(b) COMPETITIVELY SENSITIVE TRADE SECRET 
DATA.—The congressional defense committees 
and the congressional intelligence committees 
shall—

(1) treat a description of pricing terms sub-
mitted under subsection (a) as competitively 
sensitive trade secret data; and 

(2) use the description solely for committee 
purposes, subject to appropriate restrictions 
to maintain the confidentiality of the descrip-
tion.

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of 
section 1905 of title 18, a disclosure of contract 
pricing terms under subsection (a) shall be con-
strued as a disclosure authorized by law. 

(Added Pub. L. 117–81, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1601(a)(1), Dec. 27, 2021, 135 Stat. 2073.)
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