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Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 2001, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A
Stat. 119, related to division of reserve components into
training categories, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103-337,
div. A, title XVI, §1661(a)(3)(A), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat.
2980. See section 10141(c) of this title.

§2002. Dependents of members of armed forces:
language training

(a) Notwithstanding section 701(b) of the For-
eign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4021(b)) or any
other provision of law, and under regulations to
be prescribed by the Secretary of Defense or,
with respect to the Coast Guard when it is not
operating as a service in the Navy, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, language training
may be provided in—

(1) a facility of the Department of Defense;

(2) a facility of the George P. Shultz Na-
tional Foreign Affairs Training Center estab-
lished under section 701(a) of the Foreign Serv-
ice Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4021(a)); or

(3) a civilian educational institution;

to a dependent of a member of the armed forces
in anticipation of the member’s assignment to
permanent duty outside the United States.

(b) In this section, the term ‘‘dependent’ has
the same meaning that it has under section 401
of title 37.

(Added Pub. L. 89-160, §1(1), Sept. 1, 1965, 79 Stat.
615; amended Pub. L. 91-278, §2(1), (2), June 12,
1970, 84 Stat. 306; Pub. L. 96-465, title II,
§2206(c)(1), Oct. 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 2162; Pub. L.
97-22, §11(a)(7), July 10, 1981, 95 Stat. 138; Pub. L.
98-525, title XIV, §1405(30), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat.
2624; Pub. L. 100-180, div. A, title XII,
§1231(18)(A), Dec. 4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1161; Pub. L.
107-296, title XVII, §1704(b)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116
Stat. 2314, Pub. L. 108-136, div. A, title X,
§1045(a)(4), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1612.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2003—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 108-136 substituted
“George P. Shultz National Foreign Affairs Training
Center”’ for ‘‘Foreign Service Institute’’.

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107-296 substituted ‘‘of
Homeland Security” for ‘‘of Transportation’ in intro-
ductory provisions.

1987—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100-180 inserted ‘‘the term”
after ‘‘In this section,”.

1984—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98-525 substituted ‘“In this
section,” for ‘“For the purposes of this section, the
word”’.

1981—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97-22 inserted ‘(22 U.S.C.
4021(b))”’ after ‘‘section 701(b) of the Foreign Service
Act of 1980’ in provisions preceding par. (1) and, in par.
(2), inserted ‘(22 U.S.C. 4021(a))” after ‘‘section 701(a) of
the Foreign Service Act of 1980°".

1980—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96-465, in provisions pre-
ceding par. (1) substituted ‘‘section 701(b) of the For-
eign Service Act of 1980 for ‘‘section 1041 of title 22’
and in par. (2) substituted ‘‘section 701(a) of the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 for ‘‘section 1041 of title 22”.

1970—Pub. L. 91-278, §2(1), substituted ‘‘armed forces”’
for ‘“Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps’ in sec-
tion catchline.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91-278, §2(2)(A), authorized Sec-
retary of Transportation to prescribe regulations for
Coast Guard when not operating as a service in the
Navy.
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Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 91-278, §2(2)(B), substituted
‘“‘armed forces” for ‘“‘Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine
Corps”’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 107-296 effective on the date of
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of

Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L.
107-296, set out as a note under section 101 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 96-465 effective Feb. 15, 1981,
except as otherwise provided, see section 2403 of Pub. L.

96-465, set out as an Effective Date note under section
3901 of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse.

§2003. Aeronautical rating as pilot: qualifications

To be eligible to receive an aeronautical rat-
ing as a pilot in the Army or Air Force or be
designated as a naval aviator, a member of an
armed force must successfully complete an un-
dergraduate pilot course of instruction pre-
scribed or approved by the Secretary of his mili-
tary department.

(Added Pub. L. 92-168, §4(1), Nov. 24, 1971, 85
Stat. 489.)

§2004. Detail as students at law schools; commis-
sioned officers; certain enlisted members

(a)(1) The Secretary of each military depart-
ment may, under regulations prescribed by the
Secretary of Defense, detail commissioned offi-
cers and enlisted members of the armed forces
as students at accredited law schools, located in
the United States, for a period of training lead-
ing to the degree of juris doctor.

(2) Pursuant to regulations prescribed by the
Secretary concerned, the Secretary of a military
department may fund educational expenses for
members of the armed forces detailed under
paragraph (1). Not more than 25 officers and en-
listed members from each military department
may commence such training in any single fis-
cal year.

(3) Pursuant to regulations prescribed by the
Secretary concerned, the Secretary of a military
department may also detail members under
paragraph (1) without funding any educational
expenses. A member detailed pursuant to this
paragraph shall not count against the limitation
in paragraph (2).

(b) To be eligible for detail under subsection
(a), an officer or enlisted member must be a cit-
izen of the United States and must—

(1)(A) in the case of a member detailed pur-
suant to subsection (a)(1), either—

(1) have served on active duty for a period
of not less than two years nor more than six
years and be an officer in the pay grade O-3
or below as of the time the training is to
begin; or

(ii) have served on active duty for a period
of not less than four years nor more than
eight years and be an enlisted member in the
pay grade E-5, E-6, or E-7 as of the time the
training is to begin; or

(B) in the case of a member detailed pursu-
ant to subsection (a)(2), either—

(i) have served on active duty for a period

of not less than two years nor more than
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eight years and be an officer in the pay
grade O-3 or below when the training is to
begin; or

(ii) have served on active duty for a period
of not less than four years nor more than ten
years and be an enlisted member in the pay
grade of E-5, E-6, or E-7 when the training is
to begin;

(2) in the case of an enlisted member, meet
all requirements for acceptance of a commis-
sion as a commissioned officer in the armed
forces; and

(3) sign an agreement that unless sooner sep-
arated he will—

(A) complete the educational course of
legal training;

(B) accept transfer or detail as a judge ad-
vocate within the department concerned
when his legal training is completed; and

(C) agree to serve on active duty following
completion or other termination of training
for a period of—

(i) two years for each year or part there-

of of legal training under subsection (a)(1);

or

(ii) one year for each year or part thereof
of legal training under subsection (a)(2).

(c) Officers and enlisted members detailed for
legal training under subsection (a) shall be se-
lected on a competitive basis by the Secretary
of the military department concerned, under
regulations prescribed by the Secretary of De-
fense. Any service obligation incurred by an offi-
cer or enlisted member under an agreement en-
tered into under subsection (b) shall be in addi-
tion to any service obligation incurred by any
such officer or enlisted member under any other
provision of law or agreement.

(d) Expenses incident to the detail of officers
and enlisted members under this section shall be
paid from any funds appropriated for the mili-
tary department concerned.

(e) An officer or enlisted member who, under
regulations prescribed by the Secretary of De-
fense, is dropped from the program of legal
training authorized by subsection (a) for defi-
ciency in conduct or studies, or for other rea-
sons, may be required to perform active duty in
an appropriate military capacity in accordance
with the active duty obligation imposed by reg-
ulations issued by the Secretary of Defense, ex-
cept that in no case shall any such member be
required to serve on active duty for any period
in excess of one year for each year or part there-
of he participated in the program.

(f) No agreement detailing any officer or en-
listed member of the armed forces to an accred-
ited law school may be entered into during any
period that the President is authorized by law to
induct persons into the armed forces involun-
tarily. Nothing in this subsection shall affect
any agreement entered into during any period
when the President is not authorized by law to
so induct persons into the armed forces.

(Added Pub. L. 93-155, title VIII, §817(a), Nov. 16,
1973, 87 Stat. 621; amended Pub. L. 101-510, div.
A, title XIV, §1484(i)(3)(A), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat.
1718; Pub. L. 116-92, div. A, title V, §551(a), (b)(1),
Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 1385, 1386; Pub. L. 116-283,
div. A, title X, §1081(a)(34), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat.
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3872; Pub. L. 118-159, div. A, title V, §552(a), Dec.
23, 2024, 138 Stat. 1893.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2024—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 118-159, §552(a)(1), des-
ignated first sentence as par. (1), added pars. (2) and (3),
and struck out former second sentence which read as
follows: ‘“No more than twenty-five officers and en-
listed members from each military department may
commence such training in any single fiscal year.”

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 118-159, §552(a)(2)(A), inserted
“(A) in the case of a member detailed pursuant to sub-
section (a)(1),” after ‘“(1)”’, redesignated subpars. (A)
and (B) as cls. (i) and (ii), respectively, of subpar. (A),
and added subpar. (B).

Subsec. (b)(3)(C). Pub. L. 118-159, §552(a)(2)(B), which
directed substitution of ‘“‘period of—’’ and cls. (i) and
(ii) for “‘period of two years’, was executed by making
the substitution for ‘“‘period of two years for each year
or part thereof of his legal training under subsection
(a).”, to reflect the probable intent of Congress.

2021—Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 116-283 substituted ‘‘en-
listed” for ‘‘enlistment’’.

2019—Pub. L. 116-92, §551(b)(1), substituted ‘‘Detail as
students at law schools; commissioned officers; certain
enlisted members’ for ‘“‘Detail of commissioned officers
as students at law schools’ in section catchline.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116-92, §551(a)(1), inserted ‘‘and
enlisted members’’ after ‘“‘commissioned officers’ and
after ‘“‘twenty-five officers’ and struck out ‘‘bachelor of
laws or’’ before ‘‘juris doctor’’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116-92, §551(a)(2)(A), inserted ‘‘or
enlisted member”’ after ‘“‘officer’ in introductory provi-
sions.

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 116-92, §551(a)(2)(B), added par.
(1) and struck out former par. (1) which read as follows:
‘““have served on active duty for a period of not less
than two years nor more than six years and be in the
pay grade O-3 or below as of the time the training is to
begin; and”’.

Subsec. (b)(2), (3). Pub. L. 116-92, §551(a)(2)(C), (D),
added par. (2) and redesignated former par. (2) as (3).

Subsec. (b)(3)(B). Pub. L. 116-92, §551(a)(2)(E), struck
out ‘‘or law specialist’ after ‘‘judge advocate’.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 116-92, §551(a)(3), inserted ‘‘and
enlisted members’’ after ‘‘Officers’ and, in two places,
inserted ‘‘or enlisted member’’ after ‘‘officer’’.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 116-92, §551(a)(4), inserted ‘‘and
enlistment members’ after ““‘officers”.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 116-92, §551(a)(5), inserted ‘‘or en-
listment member’’ after ‘‘officer”.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 116-92, §551(a)(6), inserted ‘‘or en-
listed member’’ after ‘‘officer’’.

1990—Pub. L. 101-510 struck out ‘“‘of the military de-
partments’ after ‘‘officers’ in section catchline.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
TEMPORARY EXPANSION

Pub. L. 118-159, div. A, title V, §552(b), Dec. 23, 2024,
138 Stat. 1894, provided that: ‘“‘During each of the three
years after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec.
23, 2024], the Secretary of a military department may
fund educational expenses under section 2004(a) of such
title [10 U.S.C. 2004(a)], as amended by subsection (a),
for 36 members of such military department.”

SELECTION OF OFFICERS IN MISSING STATUS FOR LEGAL
TRAINING ON A NONCOMPETITIVE BASIS; EXEMPTION
FROM NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS

Pub. L. 94-106, title VIII, §821, Oct. 7, 1975, 89 Stat.
545, provided that: ‘“‘Notwithstanding any provision of
section 2004 of title 10 United States Code, an officer in
any pay grade who was in a missing status (as defined
in section 551(2) of title 37, United States Code) after
August 4, 1964, and before May 8, 1975, may be selected



§2004a

for detail for legal training under that section 2004 on
other than a competitive basis and, if selected for that
training, is not counted in computing, for the purpose
of subsection (a) of that section 2004, the number of of-
ficers who may commence that training in any single
fiscal year. For the purposes of determining eligibility
under that section 2004, the period of time during which
an officer was in that missing status may be dis-
regarded in computing the period he has served on ac-
tive duty.”

§2004a. Detail of commissioned officers as stu-
dents at medical schools

(a) DETAIL AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of
each military department may detail commis-
sioned officers of the armed forces as students at
accredited medical schools or schools of osteop-
athy located in the United States for a period of
training leading to the degree of doctor of medi-
cine. No more than 25 officers from each mili-
tary department may commence such training
in any single fiscal year.

(b) ELIGIBILITY FOR DETAIL.—To be eligible for
detail under subsection (a), an officer must be a
citizen of the United States and must—

(1) have served on active duty for a period of
not less than two years nor more than six
years and be in the pay grade O-3 or below as
of the time the training is to begin; and

(2) sign an agreement that unless sooner sep-
arated the officer will—

(A) complete the educational course of
medical training;

(B) accept transfer or detail as a medical
officer within the military department con-
cerned when the officer’s training is com-
pleted; and

(C) agree to serve, following completion of
the officer’s training, on active duty (or on
active duty and in the Selected Reserve) for
a period as specified pursuant to subsection
(c).

(c) SERVICE OBLIGATION.—AnN agreement under
subsection (b) shall provide that the officer shall
serve on active duty for two years for each year
or part thereof of the officer’s medical training
under subsection (a), except that the agreement
may authorize the officer to serve a portion of
the officer’s service obligation on active duty
and to complete the service obligation that re-
mains upon separation from active duty in the
Selected Reserve, in which case the officer shall
serve three years in the Selected Reserve for
each year or part thereof of the officer’s medical
training under subsection (a) for any service ob-
ligation that was not completed before separa-
tion from active duty.

(d) SELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR DETAIL.—Offi-
cers detailed for medical training under sub-
section (a) shall be selected on a competitive
basis by the Secretary of the military depart-
ment concerned.

(e) APPOINTMENT AND TREATMENT OF PRIOR AC-
TIVE SERVICE.—(1) A commissioned officer de-
tailed as a student at a medical school under
subsection (a) shall be appointed as a regular of-
ficer in the grade of second lieutenant or ensign
and shall serve on active duty in that grade with
full pay and allowances of that grade.

(2) If an officer detailed to be a medical stu-
dent has prior active service in a pay grade and
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with years of service credited for pay that would
entitle the officer, if the officer remained in the
former grade, to a rate of basic pay in excess of
the rate of basic pay for regular officers in the
grade of second lieutenant or ensign, the officer
shall be paid basic pay based on the former
grade and years of service credited for pay. The
amount of such basic pay for the officer shall be
increased on January 1 of each year by the per-
centage by which basic pay is increased on aver-
age on that date for that year, and the officer
shall continue to receive basic pay based on the
former grade and years of service until the date,
whether occurring before or after graduation, on
which the basic pay for the officer in the offi-
cer’s actual grade and years of service credited
for pay exceeds the amount of basic pay to
which the officer is entitled based on the offi-
cer’s former grade and years of service.

(f) RELATION OF SERVICE OBLIGATIONS TO
OTHER SERVICE OBLIGATIONS.—AnNy service obli-
gation incurred by an officer under an agree-
ment entered into under subsection (b) shall be
in addition to any service obligation incurred by
the officer under any other provision of law or
agreement.

(g) EXPENSES.—Expenses incident to the detail
of officers under this section shall be paid from
any funds appropriated for the military depart-
ment concerned.

(h) FAILURE TO COMPLETE PROGRAM.—(1) An of-
ficer who is dropped from a program of medical
training to which detailed under subsection (a)
for deficiency in conduct or studies, or for other
reasons, may be required to perform active duty
in an appropriate military capacity in accord-
ance with the active duty obligation imposed on
the officer under regulations issued by the Sec-
retary of Defense for purposes of this section.

(2) In no case shall an officer be required to
serve on active duty under paragraph (1) for any
period in excess of one year for each year or part
thereof the officer participated in the program.

(i) LIMITATION ON DETAILS.—No agreement de-
tailing an officer of the armed forces to an ac-
credited medical school or school of osteopathy
may be entered into during any period in which
the President is authorized by law to induct per-
sons into the armed forces involuntarily. Noth-
ing in this subsection shall affect any agreement
entered into during any period when the Presi-
dent is not authorized by law to so induct per-
sons into the armed forces.

(Added Pub. L. 109-364, div. A, title V, §536(a),
Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2207; amended Pub. L.
110-181, div. A, title V, §524(c), Jan. 28, 2008, 122
Stat. 104; Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title X,
§1073(a)(18), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2473.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2009—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 111-84, §1073(a)(18)(A),
substituted ‘‘pay grade 0O-3"’ for ‘‘pay grade 0-3°.

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 111-84, §1073(a)(18)(B), inserted pe-
riod at end.

2008—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110-181, §524(c)(2),
stituted ‘‘subsection (b)”’ for ‘‘subsection (c)”’.

Subsecs. (e) to (i). Pub. L. 110-181, §524(c)(1), added
subsec. (e) and redesignated former subsecs. (e) to (h) as
(f) to (i), respectively.

sub-
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